SECRET ANECDOTES 
| OF THE Þ | 
' REVOLUTION of the 18th FRUCTIDOR 3 


(sEPTEMBER 4TH, 1797 3) 


AND 


new MEMOIRS | 


# 


® 8p THE . F 
Fi. 


PERSONS DEPORTED TO GUIAN A OH: A ; 
WRITTEN BY THEMSELVES | * 


* 


CONTAINING 


LetTexs from General Murinais, Meſſrs, Barthelemy, Trois 
con-du-Coudray, Laffond-Ladébat, Pe la Rue, &c, & C. A 
Nax RnATIVI of Events that took place at Guiana ſubſequent 
to the Eſcape of Pichegru, Ramel, &c,—A Pie run if 

the Priſons of Rochefort, by Richer-Seriſy—An AUTHENTIC 


Account of the Captivity and Eſcape of Sir Sydney * 4 
A Memoirs by Barb6-Marbois c. &c. 


FORMING A * 5 
To THE * | 
11 NARRATIVE OF GENERAL. rut 


' 1 . 


— > 11 
TRANSLATED FROM HE FRENCH. 
— 


29 
THE SECOND EDITION, ** 


LONDON: 
PRINTED FOR J. WRIGHT, PICCADILUY4 
1800. 


* 
4 * 
2 

N 

| 

ö 

4 

| 

5 
„ : * 
Ac NM 
, Jy WS 

f We * 4 : * 8 

| i 74110 ae hat 

| 4 25 vi Nn 
or HEE 

| wa 4 

| — a ö 


* 


| Printed by 8. Goavart, 
A Little Queen Street, Holborn, © 


CONTENTS. 


5 1 
FRENCH Editor's Preface — — ie | 
Secret Anecdotes of the 18th Frufidor (Sept. 4, 1797) 1 
De la Rue's firſt Letter (Nec. 17, 1798) — 3 
Departure of the deported Perſons from Paris, and their 
Voyage to Guiana — — — 44 
De la Rue's ſecond Letter (Sept. 29, 1798) — 55 
Situation of the Departed at Guiana — — 64 
Laffond- Ladebat's firſt Letter —— — 74 
— - ſecond Letter — — 79 
General Shrine? s Letter — — 83 
Letter from Barthilemy ta a Friend in France — 86 
Tron,on-du-C oudray's firſt Leiter — — 90 
— - ſecond Letter — — 91 


Pifture of the Priſons of Rochefort, by Richer-Seriſy 95 
Narrative of Events that took place at Guiana ſubſequent 
to the Eſcape of Pichegru, Ramel, Wc. up to March 


19, 1799 — = > 
Laffond- Ladibat and * Marbais's joint hs Za to the 
£ Agent — _ _ — 130 
Arriti of the Commandant of Sinamary | — 1332 . 
Letter from Pierre Marie Des, Curate of St. , 
to his Father ( Feb. 3, 1799) — — 136 


Barbi Marboiss Letter to his Wife (March 19, 1199) 148 
Arrival and Reſidence of Ts De la Rue, &c. in 
London — _ _ — 151 
De la Rue's Account of their Eſcape from Sinamary — 154 
Authentic Account of the Captivity and Eſcape of Sir 2 


ney Smith — — 159 | 
Preſent Situation of the deported Pes ſons (on the _ 
Auguſi 1799) — a. 
A Memoire by Barbt- Marbois — / — 183 


Appendix — — — — 209 


ſerved in every hiſtorical narration, 


THE FRENCH EDITOR's 
PREFACE 


TO THE SECOND EDITION. 


— 


Tue firſt edition of the following volume was pre- 
pared for the preſs with ſo much hurry and precipitation, 
that all the zeal and aſſiduity of the Writers were unable 
to prevent ſeveral inaccuracics from creeping into the work; 
nor was I at that time poſſeſſed of all the information with 
which it is now augmented. 

The prodigious ſucceſs it has obtained; muſt therefore 
be attributed to the intereſt excited, by the unfortutunate 
men who are the ſubject of it, rather than to any merit 
the work itſelf may boaſt, 

In the former edition, the chapter of Anecdotes of the 
18th Fructidor was not ſofficiently full, nor did it give a 


complete idea of the events of that memorable day. This 
chapter has now been conſiderably enlarged, and thus forms 


# Complete Hiſtory of a Revolution, of which it is highly 
intereſting and important to know both the cauſes and the 
effects. 

In the firſt edition alſo was remarked ſome degree of con- 


ſuſion in the arrangement of the materials, atiſing from the 


great haſte with which it was ſent to preſs. In the pteſent, 
I have endeavonred to correct this defect, and have given 
the events it relates, in the chronological order of time in 
which they happened, and which is ſo neceſſary to be ob- 
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SEVERAL days previous to the 18th Fructidor the 
moſt conſpicuous of the Deputies having met toge- 
ther, a member ol the Committee of Inſpectors pro- 
poſed to attack the Directory, and put Barras, Reu- 
bell, and Larẽveillière-Lepaux under accuſation, 
But the majority, conſiſting of temporizers, thus 
oppoſed the meaſure, © The conſtitution,” ſaid 
one, © will ſuffice for our defence.” —“ The con- 
« ſtitution has no power againſt the force "of 
« cannon,” replied Willot, ** and 'tis thus the 
10 Nrectory will reſiſt your decrees.—“ The ſol- 
's will not be for them,” ſaid the temporizers. 
„The ſoldiers ate tor. thoſe who :ommand them,” 
replied their opponents : and if you do not de- 
* cide, you are loſt,” The attack of the DireQtory 
« is too hazardous an enterpriſe,” | aid another. 
10 'Tis not ſo much as the taking gf a redoubt,” K 
B plied 
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plied Willot with energy, “and I will N 
it.“ # But Willot, Pichegru, and De la Rue, were 
treated as wrong-headed enthuſiaſts ; and there the 
matter ended. A / 
The next day two members of the Committee 
of the Council of Five Hundred waited on the 
Director Carnot, who received them very coldly. 
His friend Lacute had contrived to perſuade him 
that the royaliſis alone would be gainers by the in- 
tended change; and that the removal of his three 
colleagues was a mere pretext. Hence Carnot re- 
plied to the members of the Committee, “ that he 
« would by no means conſent to the accu- 
, ſation propoſed ; that he perceived royaliſm be- 
* hind the ſcenes, and that he had no inclination to 
« be hanged.” | | 
Some days before this he had ſaid to two Depu- 
ties who were urging him to a deciſion, © 1 will 
© not have any concern with it. Whenever you 
attack a member of the Directory, tis with bim I 
« ſhall unite.” 


Lacu&e, one of the Diredtorial obſervers, had ſo 
conducted himſelf as to have nothing to fear ſrom 
either party. The triumvirate owed him much, 
and he contributed in no ſmall degree to the miſ- 
fortunes of hiscollcagues, 
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During the night of the 16th, ſome members of ' 
the Council of Five Hundred waited on the Com- 
mittee of Inſpectors, to inform them that an Aid-de- 
camp of one of the Directorial Generals had juſt 
received orders to mount his horſe, and attend his 
commanding officer. The members of that Com- 
mittee were ſurpriſed at this intelligence, while ſome 
of them laughed at thoſe who communicated it. 
The attack did not take place, and the next day 
the incredulous triumphed in their foreſight. Em- 
mery, one of thoſe who had boaſted the moſt of 
their moderation, ſaid from the tribune, * that the 
„ repreſentatives who had communicated that in- 
« telligence were alarmiſts. 


"Tis ſcarcely poſſible to form an idea of the un- 
ſuſpecting ſecurity Þf this «laſs of the Deputies. 
They met every night in the hall of the Council of 
Ancients, On the 15th every one declared his 
grounds of fear, or of hope. The former were in- 
numerable and deciſive, but were rejeQted by the 
faction of the Incredulous. Vaublanc went fo far as 
to propoſe a wager to Quatremer, who maintained 
that the legiſlative body would be attacked, 

It was at this time that Bourdon de 1'Oiſe, who 
was well practiſed in revolutionary commotions, 
came forward amidſt the diſputants, and ſaid with, 
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fury and indignation, * You cannot repulſe bayo- 
be, ets with a ſhield of paper. I know but one 
means of defence—to go to the Luxembourg, and 
take off the heads of the conſpirators.” , He is 
« drunk,” ſaid ſome of the members coldlyy and 
iney procecded with the diſcuſſion. of the merit and 
the power of the conftitutional a, = 
The placard which the Directory intended to 
poſt up againſt Pichegru being preſented to him, he 
ſaid, © I ſhall reply to it to-morrow from the tri- 
„ bune.“—“ It will perhaps then be too late,“ uid 
they.“ Then,” added he, * it ſhall be rage the 
« High Court.” | 

At ten o'clock at night a member of the cbürel 
of Five Hundred went to conſult Barthelemys ** I 
« well know,“ ſaid he, thi three of my col- 
« Jeagues-are plotting ſome conſpiracy ; but they 
« are not ready, they can do nothing within three 
«6 or four days,” This aſſurance; which was im- 
mediately Lommunicated to the aſſembly, was du 
triumph to the Quietiſts, and every one 8 
returned to his home and to his bed. "os © 

It was Merlin who ſuggeſted the plan of opera- 
tions to the inte, and ut that time he doubted 
not but he ſhould, in his turn/ be one day the victim 

of a ſimilar revdlution. Reubell approved of Mer- 
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liv's/plan ; but Barras entertained ſome fears,, and 
left to the Theophilanthropic patriarch, the glory of | 
determining before him, At length Sottin deter- 
mined all their opinions, by aſſuring them that 
the Councils were to commence, the attack that very 
night. The character of Sottin did not correſpond 
with his name. He was no ſool, He knew that 
fear itſelf made cowards brave. He recurred, there- 
fore, to intimidation, and Barras became coura- 
geous. Sottin was of an active, enterpriſing ſpirit; 
and propoſed to ſhoot Carnot and ſorty-two. Depu- 
ties, among whom were Thibaudeau and Dupont 
of Nemours. Laréveillère, and more eſpecially 
Dondeau, afterwards Miniſter of Police, conſidered 
this meaſure as dangerous, and dreaded its execu- 
tion. They adjourned, therefore, the deciſion of 
their fate till after the victory. * | 
It was alſo under diſcuſſion to ſhoot the com- 
mandant of the guard of the two Councils, Co- 
chon, Ex-miniſter of Police, General Morgan, Do- 
ſonville, Agent of Police, and three or ſour journal- 
iſts. Reubell alſo inſiſted on Bourdon de l' Oiſe 
being ſacrificed. As deportation had not as yet 
been propoſed, they ſpoke only of imptiſoning Bar- 
thelemy, and declaring his nomination void. He 
was to be replaced by Augereau : but the trium- 
: virs 
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urs did not keep their word with him. Ile took 
his xevenge on the zoth Prairial. 4 302 
The conſpirators did not expect ſo eaſy a victory 
as they eventually obtained; Barras, thereſore, re- 
ſigned to Augereau the duty of appearing at the 
head of the troops. Barras, it ſeems, is far from 
being deſtitute of prudence. 

Sottin propoſed to the triumvirs to poſt up in 
the night of the 17th an addreſs, declaring that the 
Directory had only repulſed force by force, an 
that they had juſt been attacked by the troops of 
the two Councils. That aflertion,” ſaid Laré- 
veillère, is but too caſily contradicted ; the peo- 
« ple will not believe it.“ They will believe it 
„ fora day,” replied Sottin, “ and that is all we 
« want; what they may think after to-morrow is 
© of little importance.” The ingenious Miniſter 
nndertook to draw up the addreſs, and before five 
in the morning it was poſted all over Paris; care 
was alſo taken to diſperſe it over the departments. 

Before the alarm-gun was fired, the triumvirate 
gave orders to arreſt the Directors Barthelemy and 
Carnot. A German Adjutant-gencral in the French 
fervice was appointed to execute theſe orders. 

Carnot preferred being himſelf vanquiſhed to 
conquering in conjunction with men whom he 

conſidered 
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eonſidered as royaliſts ; on the one hand he had 
only deportation to fear ; on the other, as a regi- 
cide, he imagined the gallows would be his fate. 
Indeed he was very near being arreſted, in which 
caſe he would undoubtedly have been aſſaſſinated; 
for the triumvirs, thinking they had cauſe to fear 
him, had given orders to that effect; he had him- 
ſelf taken no precautions, and was in bed when the 
ranners ſent in ſearch of him arrived; his brother 
almoſt loſt his preſence of mind; but his ſervant, 
who was not at all diſconcerted, took a candle, 
declared that his maſter had gone to bed in his 
little apartment, and while conducting the guard 
thither, gave Carnot's brother time to appriſe him, 
and favour his efcape. The Director fled, almoſt 
naked, by one of the gates of the Luxembourg 
garden, of which he had kept the key, but not 
finding it readily, his conductor was obliged to 
return for it, and quitted the apartment on one 
fide, as the guard entered it on the other ; he was, 
however, fortunate enough not to be ſurpriſed. 
Carnot, not knowing whither to go, went at 
firſt to a lodging-houſe, but not finding any apart- 
ments at liberty, he determined to repair to the 
houſe of a friend, who had himſelf taken flight 
through fear of being arreſted, In the mean while 


3 the 
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patroles were parading the ſtreets 2 * 2 J 


fore; was obliged to truſt himſell to his friend's 
porter, to whom he declared his name and ſitua- 
yon, and ſolicited an aſylum: the poor fellow was 
too much awake to ſympathy and misfortune to 
beſitate A moment ; his lodge became the 
ſanctuary of hoſpitality, and the fugitive Director 
remained there ſeveral days without any adverſe 
event, till he had time to chooſe another retreat. 

Carnot, then, is not dead, as the world hag 
. diſpoſed to imagine, though his Albation 
does not permit us to name the ſpot where he, has 
ſecretedd himſelf from his enemies, but we can 


aſlſure the public that he does. not repent of his 
poliueal conduct; he only reproaches himſelf for his 


erimes ; he remembers with terror, and perhaps with 
grief, the event of the 21ſt of January, and the 
remorſe he fecls doubles the weight of his misfor- 
tunes. 

Barthelemy ad not eſcape arreſtation, her 
Barras had endeavoured that very evening to 
awaken his apprehenſions; but his indolence was 


4 fo great that he did not take the ſmalleſt precau- 


tion; after. playing a game at back- -gammon he 
went to reſt, and was taken in his bed. 


ill ! 


Barthelemy, 


e 


Barthelemy, though not poſſeſſed of great talents, 
has a very ſound judgment, and conſiderable diplo- 
matic knowledge, though his correſpondence, how- 
ever, with the Committee of Public Safety, affords 
juſt cauſe of reproach. He entered, it is true, on 
the directorial function with very good intentions; 
he ſhuddered at the conduct of his colleagues, and 
ſtill more at being aſſociated with them in office: 
the evening preceding his arreſtation he appeared 
very averſe to believe that meaſure probable; and 
when Carnot parted from him, the latter ſaid 
with a laugh,“ Be not uneaſy, my dear Barth&- 
« Jemy ; they will perhaps endeavour to aſſaſſinate 
% me; but as to you, you are too harmleſs'a man 
to be dreaded; they will treat you like one of 
* thoſe ſhadows of kings called Nois faintans; they 
* will ſhave your head, and ſhut you up in a 
* monaſtery.” 

Neither of them believed the blow would be 
ſtruck ſo ſoon. When Barthelemy was arreſted he 
did not indulge a moment's reflection, and had not 
even the preſence of mind to demand a ſight of the 
order of arreſtation: “ Oh, my country!“ were 
the only words that eſcaped him. Le Tellier then 
addreſſing the guard, aſked leave to accompany 
bis maſter ; Barthelemy could not help ſhedding 


C tears; 


1.0 


| - tears; and Le Tellier ardently preſſing his hand, 
_ exclaimed with the energy of exalted virtue, * No, 


6 never, never, will I forſake you.“ 

The members of the committee had no ſooner 
met, than a conſiderable force ſurrounded them, 
at the head of which was Augercau. Rovere 
and Willot were deſirous to attempt to force a paſ- 
ſage through this body, holding their piſtols in 
their hands; but Pichegra oppoſed the meaſure. 
The reſt of our colleagues, ſaid he, © have no 
« arms, and theſe wretches would maſlacre them ; 


«© Jet us not abandon them.“ At that moment g- | 


noiſe was heard; it was the repreſentative De“ la 


| Rue, who, unwilling to ſeparate his fate from that 


of his colleagues, had the courage thrice to force a 


. paſſage through the guard to join the committee, 


In vain had he been appriſcd at his own houſe of 


the danger he was about to incur; he was deaf to 


the counſels of friendſhip; and, having embraced 
his wife and children in their ſlcep, repaired to his 
colleagues. When he arrived, Pichegru exclaimed, 
„% My dear De la Rue, what brings you hither ? 
ve are on the point of being arreſted,” —* Well,“ 
replied De la Rue, „we ſhall then be arreſted 
* together,” 

4 * Preſently 


66 

Preſently after the troops came in. © In the 
ec name of the Directory,“ ſaid an Aid-du-camp of 
Augereau, © I arreſt you.” —© Wretch,” ſaid Piche- 
gru, © how dareſt thou pronounce thoſe words?“ 
* Soldiers,“ exclaimed another member, © would 
«© you be ſo baſe as to arreſt the Repreſentatives of 
&« the People, or lay hands on your General, Piche- 
„ gra?” On hearing theſe words they looked at N 
each other, and dared not advance, till Augereau 
himſelf arrived, and undertook to execute the order 
of the triumvirs with the aſſiſtance of the officers 
of his ſtaff, Four officers fell upon Pichegru ; 
Augereau-and four others ſeized Willot ; Aubry, 
De la Rue, and Rovere, were arreſted in like man- 
ner; in vain did they all endeavour to defend them- 
ſelves ; they were forced to yield to ſuperior num- 
bers. Rovere and Pichegru were wounded, and 
their clothes torn in pieces ; and De la Rue, who 
had ſucceeded in getting hold of. one of his piſtols, 
which he was about to point at Augerean, received 
a wound in the arm from a bayonet, which diſabled 


him, and deprived him of his weapon. 


Dumas, a member of the committee of the 
Council of Elders, was preſent when they were firſt 
ſurrounded ; upon which he went down ſtairs with 
great apparent unconcern, relying on his military 

C 2 dreſs 
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dreſs to facilitate his flight; the ſentinel declared 
that none could go out; I know it,” replied 
Dumas, for I have juſt given the order myſelf.” 
* aſk pardon, General,” ſaid the ſoldier; and 
Dumas paſſed on without further interruption: 
His next difficulty was the quitting Paris, for 
which purpoſe he mounted his horſe, and took two 
of his friends with him as Aid-du-camps; the inge- 
nious General, on his arrival at the barriers of the 
city, gave his orders, paſſed along the outſide of 
the wall under pretext of going to another poſt, 
and thus at length got off. 

Bourdon de I 'Oife had alſo come to the com- 
mittee in the morning, and was in the hall when a 
ſoldier, who had doubtleſs ſerved with him under 
the banners of the revolution, ſeemed to take an 
intereſt in his fate, and endeavoured to ſave him 
by puſhing him rudely towards the door; which 
Bourdon perceiving, ſhowed an indignation that 
does him honour. *© Your favour,” exclaimed he, 
« humiliates me; I will not fly. Oh, my col- 
« leagues!” continued he, “ forget my errors; I 
« will merit your eſteem by ſharing your fate.” 
On hearing theſe words they fell upon him, and 
treated him in a barbarous männer: as he was 


drawing along in a cart, he was continually 


uttering, 


(0-3 
utteting imprecations againſt the temporizers, 
« who,” he ſaid, “were the cauſe of this cata» 
« ſtrophe,” | 

All the avenues of the Thuilleries were occupied 
by the troops of Augereau, and no one was per- 
mitted to enter; yet at ſeven o'clock about thirty 
members of the Council of Five Hundred aſſembled 
in their hall, to which they paſſed through the 
ſtables and gardens, and by ſcaling the walls in 
the neighbourhood, Here they were waiting for 
the arrival of more of their colleagues, when one 
of them declared that the inſpectors had been 
violently carried off, and that the armed force were 
driving the repreſentatives of the people from the 
hall of the Council of Ancients. Not doubting the 
ſame fate awaited them, the thirty deputies imme- 
diately formed themſelves into a regular fitting, 
under the preſidency of Simeon. 

The firſt reſolution they adopted was to ſummon 
the commandant of the poſt at the iron gate of the 
great court to their bar, to give him orders to allow 
free ingreſs and regreſs to the ſerjeants of the hall, 
who were inſtructed to collect the abſent members. 
This commandant was the worthy Blot, the only 
officer who at this time ſeems to have felt a juft 
ſenſe of bonour and of his duty. I am a priſoner 


( 14 ) 
« as well as you,” replied he, « becauſe I refuſed 
# to obey any orders but thoſe of my commandant ; 
& a detachment is placed in the avenue to block 
« me up, together with my grenadiers.” Phis 
intelligence put an end to all hopes of external 
communication ; ſince therefore they could not 
poſſibly aſſemble their colleagues, they determined 
to take advantage of the ſhort interval that re- 
mained, to enter their proteſt in the minutes of the 
day. | 
They had ſcarcely begun when General Poingot, 
accompanied by three or four officers, whoſe coun- 
tenances exhibited an impudent and ferocioQs ex- 
ultation, entered the hall by one of the fide doors, 
holding in his hand an order of Augereau, which 
he read with an arrogance worthy of his miſſion. 
It was to the ſollowing effect: 

The general officer in command at the Thuil- 
* lories is ordered to cauſe the halls of the two 
Councils to be evacuated, and not to permit any 
« perſon whatſocver to enter them. 

(Signed) „% AUGERRAU,” 
On hearing this paper read, a kind of eledric 
ſenſation ſeemed to agitate all the members; they 
were contending who ſhould have the honour of 
mounting the tribune, when this tool of the tyrants 
told 


1 
told them“ that he was a ſoldier, that it was his 


© duty to execute the orders of his commanding 
ce officer, and hat he was not come thither do delibe- 


rate.“ They now demanded a copy of the order, 


and as ſoon as the prefident had obtained it, 
unanimouſly declared, that force alone could put 
it in execution. Upon this the General gave a ſig- 
nal to a ſoldier, who ſtood at the door by which he 
had come in, and immediately a great number of 
armed ſoldiers entered the hall. Seeing the ſatel- 
lites of tyranny already preſſing their bayonets 
againſt the breaſts of the repreſentatives, Simeon, in 
a tone of grief, and with the utmoſt emotion, pro- 
nounced theſe remarkable words“ The rights of 
e the people are annihilated ; the conſtitution is 
% trodden under foot 3 the national repreſentation 
66 js baſely violated, and the hall of their fittings 
« proſaned by an armed force. Until the authors 
of this atrocious outrage ſhall be brought to juſ- 
6 tice, I declare, in the name of the nation, that 


« the aſſembly is diſſolved “.“ 


The 


Ramel has thrown out an infinuation againſt the Legiſlative 
Body, by drawing a humiliating parallel between their conduct 
on the 18th Fructidor, and that of the Conſtituent Aſſembly at the 
Tennis-court, But what would that aſſembly have done had 

the 
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The repreſentatives, ſtill preſſed and threatened 
by bayonets, were driven, at length, into the great 
court of the Manege, but in lieu of finding the gate 
open, as the General had declared, they were 
ſtopped by more bayonets placed acroſs each other 
before them; and when they expreſſed their ſur- 
priſe at this, they were informed that orders had 
been given to proceed to the arreſt of ſome of them. 
Poingot having ſaid a few words to one of his offt- 
cers, called for the repreſentative Aubry, who im- 
mediately anſwered to his name ; upon which the 
officer came up to him and ſeparated him from his 
colleagues, who were then permitted to depart. 
At noon a great number of the repreſentatives 
having aſſembled at the houſe of one of their col- 
leagues, who reſided in the Rue Saint Honoré, it 
was unanimouſly decided, they ſhould brave every 
danger. Each of the Councils, therefore, formed 
into a line, and thus they advanced to the gates of 


the tyrant Louis XVI. ated with a firmneſs adequate to the att» 
daciquſneſs of the Republicans of the Luxembourg? It was not 
now a maſter of the ceremonies that was ſent to them with a gra- 
cious meſſage, it was Augereau at the head of 10,000 ſoldiers. 
Mirabeau declared that the Conſtituent Aſſembly would only 
yield to the power of the bayonet: all the force of the bayonets 
was employed on the 18th Fructidor! 


their 
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En) | 
their reſpeQive halls, Simeon and Paſtoret, ig their 
ſcarfs, preceded the Council of Five Hundred, and 
ſummoned the troops that ↄgeupięd the ayenucs to 
let them paſs, On meeting with a refuſal, they 
ſpoke in a tone of authority, and of indignation; 
and the commandant, fearing his men might ſuffer 
themiclyes to be ſeduced, ordered a company of 
chaſſeurs to march upon the trot againſt the repre- 
ſentatives of the people. Thus in danger of being 
trodden under foot, they were obliged to retire with 
precipitation. Jourdan, however, of the Bouches- 
du-Rhone, braving the danger, and holding by the 
bars of a window, exclaimed, * Villain, thou mayſt 
“ cruſh me to death, but thou ſhalt never make 
me fly.” With theſe words the ſoldier was fo 
forcibly ſtruck, that he ſtopped his horſe, not daring 
to complete his crime. as # 
- At four o'clock in the afternoon of the ſame day; 
mote than eighty members of the Council of Five 
Hundred were aſſembled A the apartments of An- 
dre of Lozere in the Rue- neuve- du- Luxembourg, 


| Where they drew up an addreſs to the people of 


France. Paſtoret and Jourdan, devoting, them» 


ſelves for the honour of the national repteſentation, 


offered to brave every danger, and to carry i them- 
ſelyes to the Directory. But ſcarcely had the mem- 


R bers 
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bers begun to ſign it, when an armed force came to 
furtound the houſe of Laffond- Lade bat in the ſame 
fireet, and there was little doubt, the houſe where 
they were aſſembled was their next object. Feel- 
ing, therefore, that it would be imprudent and un- 
wiſe to deliver themſelves up, bound hand and foot, 
to the fury of the triumphant party, ow ad- 
nne till the next day. | 

The body aſſembled at the Odeon, completed 
their work during the night; and on the morning 
of the 19th, their victims were marched out, and 

ſpies ſent in ſearch of them. Reſiſtance now be- 
came more difficult, for it was impoſſibla to concert 
meaſures together, or even to ſee each other. The 
moſt conſpicuous were obliged to ſeck a ſafe retreat; 
and the reſt had not ſufficient influence to form and 
execute any enterpriſe, even for attempting a reſiſt» 
ance to oppreſſion. 

Several members of the Council of Ancients had 
repaired to the houſe of their preſident Laffond- 
Ladebat ; which the armed force ſurrounded, when 
he was at table with his wife and family, conſiſting 
of ſix children, while his colleagues were delibe- 
rating in an adjoining apartment, Being informed 
of thegrrival of the guard, and ſolicited to conceal 
himſelf, . No,” replied he, as he roſe to preſent 


— 
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himſelf to them; © they will not ſearch any further, 
« and my colleagues may eſcape.” Unfortunately, 
however, they were known to be in the houſe, and 
were all arreſted Madame Ladébat being taken 
ill with the ſudden ſhock, her huſband ſupported 
Her in his arms, and received the laſt endearments 
of his children, who clung round him, and bathed 
him in their tears —** My children,” ſaidhe, © weep 
« not, for your father is not guilty.” | 

While the arreſted Deputies were conducting to 
the Temple, their future fate was the ſubject of diſ- 
cuſſion at the Luxembourg, Several of the conſpi- 


rators propoſed to have them ſhot immediately. 
Of this opinion were Sottin, Bailleul, and Reu- 


bell. Lareveillere, who, in the morning, had ap- 


peared to eſpouſe a different opinion, yielded to the 
ſolicitations of his colleague. But Barras ſtrongly 
oppoſed this meaſure, and was ſupported by Don- 
deau, Who (from what motive, is unknown) was 
one of the agents of the committee. At length 
Guillemardet, 7 put an end to the debate, propoſed 
deportation, in lieu of impriſonment in Ham caſtle, 
as had juſt been ſuggeſted. This Guillemardet, 
who was a Jacobin in 1793, and afterwards, toge- 
ther with his friend Bailleul, was at the head of the 
ſocieties called Compagnies de Jeſus, after the gti 

D 2 . Thermidor; 
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Thermidor; and again, an enthuſiaſt, previous tq 
the 18th Fructidor: was one of the principal actor 
in this ſcene. His ſriend Lacroix had told him he 
would one day be a great man; und accordingly, 
this little country ſurgeon, from Autun, is now the 
repreſentative of the: French nation, at the hey 
of His Majeſty the King of Spain. 

At the Temple the Deputies found Sir Sydney 
Smith, the man who has lately been combating 
Buonaparte in Egypt. Gentlemen,” ſaid that 
officer, . yeſterday you were members of the 
« government of France, and we were enemies; 
* to-day, ſince we are companions. in misfortune, 
« I ſhould be happy to be ſerviceable to you.” 
When he witneſſed their departure, he wept at 
their ſate, and exclaimed, “ Is it thus that France 


« rewards her defenders ? your countrymen are 
« ſurely a very cruel nation “ Commodore,” 
_ replied Murinais, © believe it not; 'tis not French- 
« men that are the cauſe of our deportation, they 
'* commiſerate our lot; do not confound my coun- 
1% trymen with their tyrants.” Thus did the Gene- 
ral'forget his own misfortunes to become the cham- 
pion of the honour of his country. 

On the 18th Fructidor, this worthy old man 
was at his poſt at his accuſtomed hour, ignorant 


* ; of 
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pf every thing that had paſt during the preceding 
; night. It was not long, however, before” he re- 
ceived the intelligence. Your name is in the 
« fatal liſt,” ſaid his informers; © fly; and conceal 
« vourſelf.“—“ I will endeayour,” replied he, 
te to elude the danger; but. I will not fly.” He 
had not proceeded many ſteps: before he heard the 
name of Murinais pronounced: “ Yes, gentle- 
« men,” ſaid he, returning, and addreſſing the Mi 
perſon who came to arreſt him, I am Murinais ; 
« you are not miſtaken,” But neither his hoary 
locks, the dignity of his conduct, the calm tran- 


quillity ſo characteriſtic of unſullied innocence, nor 
the ſacred veneration due to age, could diſarm or 


change their purpoſes; and he was conducted to 
: the priſon of the Temple, ; | 
2 Sottin had juſt then conduaed the Director 
0 Barthelemy to that priſon, „Who is that man?“ 
. inquired Augereau, fixing his eyes on Le Tellier, 
y who accompanied his maſter. He is my friend,” 
- replied Barthelemy. Doubtleſs he will not be 
þ * willing to accompany you every where?” ſaid 
- Augereau. ** ] will go every where,” replied Le 
Tellier, * with my maſter, and, if neceſſary; I will 
n die with him.“ Upon this Augereau caſt a look 


of 
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of anger at this victim of friendſhip and fidelity, 
and went away ſwearing. 
Worthy, amiable Le Tellier! how noble, how 
generous was thy conduct! By thus voluntarily 
ſharing the misfortunes of thy maſter, thou haſt 
for ever ſecured the eſteem; and veneration of every 
one that is capable of appreciating true virtue. 
May thy name be handed down to poſterity, and 
thy great and energetic actions give repoſe to the 
ſinking mind, when overwhelmed with the con- 
templation of the crimes and ingratitude of man- 
kind! 

After repeated ſolicitations, the gates of waa 
ſon were opened to the wives of the arreſted per- 
ſons; the fate of their huſbands was as yet uncer- 
tain, Meſdames Ladebat, Murinais, De la Rue, 
Rovere, and Aubry, came attended by their child- 
ren: what a dreadful ſcene for thoſe unfortunate 
women! Every ſtep they proceeded in the courts 
and paſſages of this abode of horror, inflited a 
new pang on their tender feelings ; while incbriated 
ſoldiers ferociouſly inſulted their miſeries. Thoſe 
« raſcals,” ſaid one, © will be ſhot to-morrow,” — 
% And I am ſure, added another, “ they will 
% make wry faces on the occaſion.” The youngeſt 
of them, however, requeſted them to be filent, 

ſaying 
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faying it was cruel to hold ſuch language before 
the wives of the priſoners ; but the wretches only 
anſwered him with inſults, 

Pichegru, perceiving the wives of his fellow- 
priſoners, came up to them, and taking in his arms 
the infant child of De la Rue, who was weeping 
bitterly ; «© Why do you cry ſo, my dear child?“ 
faid the General (himſelf burſting into tears as he 
embraced him). * Becauſe,” anſwered the child, 
© naughty ſoldiers have arreſted dear papa.“ 


« You are right,” replied Pichegru with indigna- 
tion, and caſting a look of contempt at the guard; 
„they are indeed naughty ſoldiers, ſor good ſol- 
« diers would never have conſented to become 
« executioners.” The ſoldiers themſelves ſeemed 
thunderſtruck with theſe words; they looked at 
_ each other, and were ſilent. | 
Augereau, ſeeing two of the wives of the priſoners 
go away weeping, ſaid with a laugh, « Theſe 
« women are fools to cry ſo; were they their para- 
* mours, indeed there might be ſome reaſon.” 

The minority of the Councils had aſſembled at 
the theatre of the Odeon and the Surgeons' ſchool, 
The firſt object of their attention was to draw up 
liſts of proſcription; a ſecretary read over the 
names of the Deputies, as was done on the ad of 
September, 
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September, in alphabetical order, and afler each 
name the preſident took the ſenſe of the aſſembly, 
ſaying, * Shall he be deported?” to which his 
colleague in this deputation anſwered “ Yes,” and 
| the reſt held up their hands as a mark of their 

aſſent and fidelity; upon which the ſecretary in- 
ſcribed the name in the fatal liſt, 913d 

When they came to that of Mare-Curtin, which 
the ſecretary miſ- pronounced, Who is thats!“ 


faid they; © we know him not, he has never 
« ſpoken,” “ Pſhaw !” cried a member of the 
deputation, no matter; he belonged to the 
League of Clichy, he muſt go;with the reſi, z//— 
and then they laughed. ET 
Ihe ſame ſteps were purſued with ane to tho 


journaliſts. Bailleul, knowing the deſtined victim 


better than the reſt of his colleagues, was appointed 
to ſelect them. . 
When the decree of deportation was brought to 
the Temple, Augereau, who was there, ſaid with 
fury, © This is their conſtant method; they ſpoil 
% every thing with their moderantiſm ;” and Bour- 
don de 1V'Oiſe, covering his face with both his bands, 
exclaimed in a melancholy tone, Where ſhall I ! 
« find a place to lay my head ?—l that have voted. 
* for the death of my king!“ , 
| The 
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The wives of the deported perifiins waited on 
ſeveral of the Deputies to obtain an alleviation of 
their fate. What reaſon have you to complain?“ 
replied Jacomin; whb had juſt been nominated a 


member of the Committee of Inſpectors: your 
« huſbands will be deported, whereas they deſerved 


« death.” —* They have been treated with lenity,” 


' ſaid another; © they ought to have been ſhot.” 


Bdilleul ſaid, with a ſmile of derifion, that Guiana 
was a very good country; and there was nothing 
alarming in deportation; Le Hardy alone ſhowed 
ſome ſigns of humanity, 

The wife of one of the deported waited on 
Merlin, hoping to move his compaſſion, by re- 
preſenting the great age and infirmities of her 
huſband. She employed in his behalf that affect- 
ing eloquence which flows directly from the heatt, 
and which women alone ſeem to poſſeſs. Merlin, 
indeed, for a moment, appeared ſomewhat af- 
feed ; ſome tears eſcaped him, and he promiſed 
to comply; but when he returned to the Directory 
he foon overcame this emotion, and was the firſt to 


move the order of the day ou his memorial, In- 


credible as it may appear, it is a fact, that Merlin, 
after having dropt two or three tears, revenged 
K himſelf 
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himſelf for hit humanity being thus ſurpriſed, by 
the rejection of the petition. 

Madame Ladébat never came to the Temple, 


bat her Huſband ſaid to her, © Since you are de- 
« termined to take ſome ſteps, beware of ſpeaking 
*« for me alone. Speak for all; for I will never 
* conſent to ſeparate my fate from that of my col- 
« leagues.” Laffond-Ladebat was at the head of 
a conſiderable houſe of trade, and its failure might 


have ruined many other houſes, Yet even theſe 
conſiderations, powerful as they were, did not in- 
fluence his conduct. 

Two hours after their arrival in the Temple, the 
deported perſons viſited the apartments in the 
tower, © This,” ſaid La Vilheurnois, who acted as 
their guide, “ was the chamber of the unfortunate 
« Louis XVI.;” and Rovere raiſed his hands to- 
wards heaven, ſtruck his forchead, and retired 
with horror. * n 

The deported examined Kitt the greateſt atten- 
tion the following ſentences written with a pencil 
on the wall of one of the apartments: “ O my 
« God, forgive thoſe who have put my relations 
„to death! O my Father, look down upon me 
** from the heavens above]! May the French nation 
* be happy!“ —“ Gentlemen,” ſaid La Vilheurnois, 


* by 
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5 by theſe few words which ſhe has inſcribed, you 
* may judge of the greatneſs of ſoul of the daugts 
te ter of Louis XVI,—* She was an angel,” added 
the keeper : as long as I am here, theſe lines 
& ſhall never be effaced.” —* You are a worthy fel- 
te low,” ſaid Pichegra ; and De la Rue wrote under 


the words, May the French nation be happy!“ 


the following en oy God will hear the 
6 prayers of innocence.” 

The keeper treated the deported with 5 
kindneſs, as he had always acted towards his pri- 
ſoners. He was ſhortly aſter diſcharged. 

In the evening of the 18th Fructidor, the wife 
of one of the deported was accoſted as ſhe left the 
Temple by a man ſhe did not know: 4 You are 
« the wife,” ſaid he, „of one of thoſe unfortu- 
nate men.”—** Yes, Sir,“ replied ſhe, and told 
him the name of her huſband. * Ah, Madam, 
ſaid he,“ he has not had time to collect together 
« a great ſtock of money; permit my friendſhip to 
« ſupply him with this trifling advance,” And 
with theſe words he preſented her three rouleaux of 
louis d'ors, with a delicacy that admitted of no 
refuſal, ** Generous man l“ ſaid ſhe, „my huſ- 
* band can have no need of them: his friends 
% have already provided for him.“ —“ Well,” re- 
plied the firanger, © Pichegru, Willot, and the 

+ * reſt, 
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e reſt, are not ſo ſortunate. Letth.m accept the offer- 
ing of a fincere friend.” And with theſe words 
he ſlipped the money into her boſom, notwith- 
ſtanding her endeavours to refuſe it. In vain did 
ſhe inquire the name of this eſtimable man ;— 
he left her without anſwering her inquiries. Wor- 
thy D#*** | in vain haſt thou endeavoured to 
bury thy generoſity in oblivion, Thy colleagues 
have diſcovered thy name, and have not been de- 
ceived in their conjectures, 

An old man, a ſtranger to Madame ., 
waited upon her in the morning of the 19th Fruc- 
_ *tidor, and addreſſed her in the following terms: 
% Madam,” ſaid he, „I have promiſed your huſ- 
« band my friendſhip and eſteem. Have the 
% goodneſs to deliver him theſe fifty louis d'ors. 
& I am unfortunate in having at preſent no more 
« to offer him. Adieu, Madam; you muſt not 
& feel your delicacy wounded: I am only lending 
„your huſband a trifle, which he will repay me 
© at his return.” With theſe words the old man 
took his leave, without mentioning his name. His 
generoſity, however, ſoon betrayed him. | 
Pichegru, at his departure for Guiana, wept 
over the fate of his ſiſter, and of his poor brother, 
a miniſter of the Catholic religion, whom he entirely 

maintained, 
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maintained, and who were thus deprived of all 
their reſources and ſupport : for Pichegru. w rich 
in nothing but in virtues. Accordingly, when he 
departed, he left a debt of fix hundred livres un- 
paid, It was demanded of theſe two unfortunate 
perſons, and they. were unable to retain the few 
remaining objects of their affection, the dreſs, the 
hat, and the ſword, of the conqueror of Holland. 
They were ſold. Theſe were the only riches of 
this ſimple and virtuous man. What a contraſt ! 
The chicf movers of the revolution of the 18th 
Fructidor, now driven from their thrones, retire 
to their eflates; while Pichegru, proud of his ho- 
nourable poverty, wanders in hapleſs exile far from 
his native country, | 

Barthelemy, ſucceſſively Ambaſſador and Di- 
rector of the French nation, had no other pro- 
perty than a farm, worth about twenty-five thou- 
ſand livres. 

Willot, at the time of his proſeription, had no 
more than one thouſand livres; and this ſum he 
had lent to a man he conſidered as his friend, and 
who, under various flimſy pretexts, refuſed to re- 
pay his debt. 2 | 
 Laffond-Ladtbat, entirely devoted to the inte- 
reſts of his countay, had long forgotten to purſue 

| his 
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his own. advantage. Though he had once been 
polled of immenſe property, he now left no 
more than would liquidate his debts; and his 
children, v ho had been brought up in expectation 
of opulence, have no other patrimony than the 1 
example of his probity and of his virtues. | | 
De la Rue maintained his aged father and all 
his family, who were rich before the revolution, 
but were entirely ruined by that event; and he was 
even indebted to the generoſity of friendſhip for | 
the aids he received at his departure, His worthy 4 
| and reſpectable father was now inconſolable. His I 
misfortunes however were not able to deſtroy him, 
and he lived in hopes of again bcholding his ſon. 
Four months after this cruel ſeparation, he was 
informed that an officer of marine had arrived at 
Paris, who had ſcen him in the wilds of Guiana, 
He was exccedingly anxious immediately to ſee 
and to converſe with this officer; and as his ory 
muſt be intereſting to the whole family, they were 
all aſſembled to receive him. The worthy officer 
came; but the old man, overpowered with joy as 
he aroſe to embrace him, fell a victim to his plca- 
ſure and ſurpriſe, and died in his arms. 
Trongon du Coudray had no revenue but his 
ſalary, 
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ſalary, and of this he was of courſe deprived before 
his departure for Guiana, 4 


Almoſt all the deported perſons had long led 
the firſt offices of the republic, yet on the 18th 
Fructidor they were ſuddeniy reduced to indigence. 
Inhabitants of France, compare and judge ! 
A Letter from one of the proſcribed Deputies 
jll throw additional light on this memorable Re- = 
Ration, 


De la Rue to his Friend ( at Paris, 


% Sinamary, 26th Frimaire, ſixth Year. 
© My health and my courage do not fail me. 
tc Both the one and the other are cauſes of deſpair. 
© to our deſtroyers. They imagine that while 
e they at once attack our bodies by the moſt bar- 
e barous treatment, and our minds by depriving 
* us of all that is dear to us, we ſhall at length 
« ſink beneath the weight of ſuch an accumula- 
„tion of evils. The ſtrength, however, that is 
** derived from a pure conſcience cannot be con- 
* ceived by the man that is continually perſecuted 
by remorſe. His hopes are extinguiſhed, aud 
* the future offers no charms to thoſe who dread 
* the puniſhment of their crimes. Hence our 
1 daſtardly 
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« daftardly perſecutors could not have believed 
« our reſignation ſo great, they could not form 
an eſtimate of our energy: for we derived it 
« from a ſource which to them is utterly unknown. 
« Their rigour towards us is injurious even to 


te their own plans: for we pereeive in it a kind of 


« haromcter of their fears and alarms. Hence, 


15 


« the more ſevere they are, the more do our ho 
e jncreaſe; and our confidence in the courage, 
* love of true liberty, and the principles of honour 
* of the French nation, gain ſtrength. We are per- 
1 ſuaded they already perceive the wickedneſs and 
e atrociouſneſs of their tyrants. Oh, that we could 
« have laid open to them the truth before our de- 
“ portation! Oh, that we could have proclaimed 
« to them :— | 
« « We have long obſcrved and narrowly watched 
* the manceuvres of the triumvirs to remove the 
e obſtacles that oppoſed their outrageous tyranny, 
© to extinguiſh the light that would have betrayed 
« their ſcandalous dilapidations, and to deſtroy all 
© thoſe vittuous men who were defirous the con- 
« ſtitution ſhould reſt on the only pillars that 
* could ſupport it—juſtice in all its plenitude, and 
« order in all its rigour.” 
« Already had we detected an attempt, of which 
y & Hoclie 
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ce Hoche was the chief mover, and which at this, 
© day muſt appear demonſtrative to the moſt in- 
© credulous, namely, that the troops brought to, 
4 Paris under his orders were intended for the en- 
6 terpriſe aſterwards executed by Augereau. My 
„ denunciation of that meaſure was, however, at 
« that time conſidered as too ſirong, by certain 
„ temporizers, who, notwithſtanding, were no 
© better treated than myſelf, and who ſuffer the 
additional ſhame and remorſe of being the pri- 
© mary cauſes of the calamities of their country, 
© Theſe men more particularly cenſured the paſ- 
© ſage wherein I repreſented, that the march of 
«thoſe troops was a part of a grand plan of 
attack, formed long before, upon the pureſt part 
of the legiſlative body, and the execution of 
„ which was perhaps deferred only for a ſhort 
period, Yet my ſuſpicions were but too juſt, 
and we were in poſſeſſion of ſuch proofs as 
* amounted to a moral certainty, a week before 
&* the perpetration of the crime. There were in 
* the Council a vaſt number even of thinking 
„ men, who would not belicve it without mathe- 
„ matical demonſtration and plyſical proof. But 
is it not a ſtrange mode of combatting conſpira- 
„ tors, to defer attacking them till their conſpiracy 

p has 
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has broken out; that is to ſay, till no means 
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exiſt for preventing its ſucceſs? A body whoſe 
whole force and moſt effectual refiſtance refide 
in words and in public opinion, muſt neceſſarily 
fall, unleſs they can anticipate their deſtroyers. 


« Of this truth our hiſtory is one inſtance, among 


innumerable others. Yet notwithſlanding the 
difficulties we encountered at every ſtep, Pi- 
chegra and myſelf carried a refolution that a 
Report would be made from the Committee of 
Inſpectors; and it was of importance that the 
member who was to make it ſhould have but 
few prejudices to contend with. Thibaudeau 
would have been the moſt proper perſon ; but 
he refuſed. Emmery was equally indiſpoſed to 
undertake this office ; and our laſt reſource was 


„% Vaublanc, who did not accept it till after three 


% days of uncertainty, He was to have made the 
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Report on the 1th ; but by what fatality I know 
not, he was not ready on the day appointed. 
We demanded therefore his word of honour 
that he would complete it the next day ; and 
this pledge he gave us. 'Thus the Report now 
became certain. The laſt determination was 
taken at half paſt one o'clock ; at two the Di- 
rectory were informed of it; and at three the 

« orders 
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orders were given for the grand enterpriſe, which 
was to be concealed under the pretext of a 


« general military exerciſe in the plain of Mont- 
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rouge. Of this, information was brought us at 
half paſt three, at which time, our fitting not 
being cloſed, we were deſirous of taking advan- 
tage of that circumſtance ; I therefore informed 
the preſident, that that Committee were about to 
demand a general committec, and then to invite 
the Council to make its ſittings permanent. He 
approved of my plan, which I immediately went 
to tranſmit to the preſident of the Council of An- 
cients, who received it with equal ſatisfaction. 
But perceiving that ſome members (who were, no 
doubt, in the ſecret; for there were many of them) 
became impaticnt at the length of the ſitting, 
he gave a ſignal to D, who was a member 
of the Committee, and aſked him what news 
upon which D, who was one of the incredu- 
lous, but was ſincere in his unbelief, replied, that 
things continued juſt in the ſame ſtate ;, upon 
which the ſitting broke up. * 
« The initiated party, dreading our Report, cir- 
culated a rumour in the Council of Five Hundred, 
that the other Council were no longer fitting, and 
immediately ours ſeparated, This diſappoints 

y 2 « ment 
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« ment increaſed the embarraſſment of the Com- 
© mittee, whith adjourned at ſeven o'clock, to con- 
% cert meaſures with that of the Council of An- 
& cients, We had ſcarcely re- aſſembled before we 
% received intelligence by various channels that 
« 'the ſatul moment was now approaching. But 
they all left us in total uncertainty as to the mo- 
* ment, or even the day, when we were to expect it. 
% At eleven o'clock we broke up our fitting, 
* without knowing any thing further than what 
had been told us at the Council, and every thing 
« exhibitingan appearance of the proſoundeſt tran- 
« quillity. This circumſtance contributed in a 
6c great meſure to reſtore our confidence. The 
„ two members, whoſe turn it was to be upon 
« guard, remained alone, agreeing to inform us if 
any thing important happened. At two in the 
© morning they received intelligence that the troops 
s wetrein motion, and havinꝶ convinced themſelves 
of the truth of this report, by the teſtimony of 
ix ſenſes, they diſpatched meſſengers to us 
* without a moment's loſs of tim, and prepared 
* letters of conyocation for the members of the 
% Councils. All our meaſures were, however, 
&« fruſtrated by the intervention of the armed force. 
„The Committce were ſurrounded, and even ar- 


60 reſied, 


* reſted, together with ten members of | 
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Councils, to it to learß the 
cauſe of the 

I alto went thither myſelf, and having forced my 
way through three bodies of ſoldiers, I demanded 
to participate in the honourable fate of my*col- 
leagues: to which they conſented the more rea- 
dily, as. I was one of the firſt on the proſcription 
lin. In the mean while we held out to the ſol- 
diers the Conſlitution as the only weapon we 
would oppoſe to them, declaring that they were 
thus rendered guilty of violating both the conſti- 
tution and their oaths to ſupport it; but their 
commanding officers replied, that they could obey 
no other law than the orders of the Directory. 
Then firike,” ſaid I, at the ſame time opening 


ovements that were taking place. 


my boſom, « ſirike ; for it is our duty not to aban- 
don this (pot but with our lives :—ycs, be the 
aſſaſſins' (continued I, pointing to Pichegru) 
of him, under whom it has been your boaſt to 
march to victory, and bathe in his blood the 
laurels he has placed upon your brows,'—With 
this ſally, in which I was followed by all my col- 
leagues, the ſoldiers were ſtruck, and heſitated 
for a moment : which their General perceiving, 
re-animated them by ſeizing one of our number 
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(#2 
ze collar, Upon this, his example was ſol- 
ed by a ſcore of his meh, and immediately 


above two hundred ſoldiers 1 us to the 
* carriages that were in waiting for us. 


« h 


+ The remainder of our ſtory regards ourſclees 
* alone, and not the public intereſt : I therefore 
« reſerve it for a ſeparate narrative we are draw- 
ing up. | 

„Thus it appears, that the only error of the 
Committee, under all theſe dangers and difficul- 
„ties, was; the poſtponing for four and twenty 
hours, the Report on which they had reſolved, 
% This Report, however, might, perhaps, have only 
produced new misfortunes to the Committee 
e themſelves, who could only have declared to the 


„4 Council their full conviction of the fact, and 


have detailed various anonymous, though very 
certain intelligence. Thoſe members who were 
« connected with the triumvirs, would have riſen 
up againſt us for having dared to accuſe, with- 
out legal proof, the firſt authorities of the great- 
* eſt of crimes. We ſhould have been called Ca- 
« Junniators, enemies to the conſtitution, and point- 
ed out as the only true conſpirators. The tem- 
« porizers and the incredulous, among whom mult 
be included the leading members of the Council 
« of 


* 
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of Ancients, would at leaſt have taxed us with 
imprudence and viſionary deluſion; Augereau 
would equally have performed his general exerciſe, 
which ſerved as the veil to his military operations; 
the Directory would, in a meſſage replete with 
perfidy, have offered a fallacious juſtification of 


themſelves, and no doubt would have brought an 


accuſation againſt the Committee; and thus the 


Council would have recomptnſed our zeal and 
devotion to our duty, by paſling to the order of 
the day, or even, perhaps, by a vote of cenſure. 
In ſhort, all France would have been convinced, 
that we had, at leaſt, made a very bungling bu- 
ſineſs of our commiſlion, | 
None of theſe reflections had eſcaped us, and 
we perceived the whole danger of the ſtep we were 
taking; but we ſhould have been certain of at 
leaſt poſtponing the exccution of the enterpriſe, 
and of gaining an invaluable interval of time, 
We even hoped afterwards to procure ſufficient 
proofs to open the eyes of the Councils, and of 
the nation at large. Our ſelſ-love, and our in- 
tereſt, could not therefore, for an inſtant, prevail 
againſt ſuch weighty conſiderations. We had 
already made up our minds to all theſe ſacrifices, 
and 
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66 


4 


4 


' ( 49 ) 


andeven to that of our lives: nor can our ſubſe- 


quent conduct leave any doubt of the truth of 
this aſſertion, 


„ Yet, aſter weighing both ſides. oſ the account, 
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I confider the actual reſult of theſe events as for- 
tunate for our country. We, indecd, are moſt 
cruelly become the victims of , convulſion, 


but we are the only victims: all thoſe who were | 


included in the ſame decree, are either concealed” 
in France itſelf, or have withdrawn into neigh- 
bouring countries, and may in greater ſafety, and 
more at their caſe, wait for the fall of this Direc- 
torial tyranny, We alone are under its laſh, 
which is ready to ſall upon us on the leaſt fignat 
ſrom the tyrants, | 

„% Our countrymen, a part of whom have ſuf- 
ſered themſelves to be ſo much deceived relative 
to our conduct, will now learn the true object of 
that perfidious ſation, and the maſs of evils our 
reſiſtance prevented. Thus they may, at length, 
decide which party acted with the pureſt inten- 
tions, Ilad we raiſed an armed force againſt 


them, a civil war would have been the conſe- 


quence. The ſoldiers, miſled by the calumnies 
with which the triumvirs overwhelmed them, 
« would 


C 

6” would have indulged in the erties exceſſes, 
„and the impoſtors would agait have ſound it 
eaſy to lay the calamities of the country to our 
% charge. But we will leave it to the operation of 
time to open the eyes of the troops. The actions 
of thoſe who now deceive them, will powegfully 
concur in produeing this effect; and the armies 
«themſelves will on unite with the reſt of is 
© nation, from which, ſo much pains have been 
& taken to ſeparate them, to throw off this ſhameful 
“ yoke. Our molt ardent wiſh is, that this may take 
“place without too violent a ſhock, and more 
* eſpecially without effuſion of blood. Alas! the 
&« „ of my countrymen. is perhaps flowing, 
en now While I am writing, eſpecially on 

* the. frontiers of the empire. For, it is highly 
% probable, the foreign” powers will no longer 
have been willing to negotiate with perjured 
e goverfiors, who have violated the laws them- 
« ſelves have inſtituted, , and with uſurpers 
© that are unworthy of any confidence whatever. 
Hence the war will probab] y have been renewed 
« with increaſed fury, and all the calamities that have 
« already accompanied it will again pour in upon 
our * country, which has been too much 
6 | G | % exhauſted 


. 


0 42) 


4 exbauſted to be able to ſupport this new criſis, 
« This idea in ſome meaſure embitters the conſo- 


e lations we derive from the hopes of an approach- 
« ing change in its ſituation, and I am more eſpe- 


« cially afflicted with the idea that all I poſſeſs, all 
66, that ſill attaches me to that miſerable country, is 
« under the laſh of deſpots, whom circumſtances 
vill won furniſh with ſo many pretexts for in- 
« dulging their deſtructive paſſions. Calumny 
and perſecution will now be let looſe againſt 


s every one that is connected with us; but equally 


* pure with ourſelves, you will, like us, riſe ſupe- 
* rior to the tranſient events of the day, and the 
* fury of our enemies will break their force againſt 
the reſiſtle& force of your virtues. With ſuch 
* energy you will be gertain of triumphing; for 
« moſt aſſuredly virtue, and an adherence to the 

« principles of order and morality, will at length 
% prevail. 

„Adieu! I muſt put an end to this fancied 
„ converſation with my dear friend, ſor my letter 


__ « jscalled for. Endeavour to conſole my unfortu- 


* nate Suſan, and preſs my Emilius in thy arms, 
« If I muſt, indeed, meet my fate in diſtant cli- 


© mates, remind my children, that if I have fallen 


« victim 


e 
ce a victim to the tyranny of men, they ought only 
« to endeavour to revenge my death by exerting 
*« their utmoſt efforts, like their father, to be uſe- 
ful to their country, h 

Embrace all our friends for me; tell them 
te that nothing ſhall ever diminiſh my attachment 
* to them. | 


© (Signed) „ D 1a Rus.“ 
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Tur deported perſons ſet off by night for the 
place of their baniſhment. Muriffais, ſupported 
by one of his colleagues, entered the iron carriage 
in which he was to travel, with perfect firmneſs. 
„ You will be very uncomfortable here,” ſaid Du 
Coudray : „* Oh, no!” replied the old man, 
there is comfort every where for thofe whoſe 
* conſciences are at refl.” Augereau now approach- 
ing Le Tellier, ſaid to him, © For the laſt time. I 
% adviſe you to reflect on what you are about to 
« engage in; are you abſolutely determined to 
* follow this deported man?“ (pointing to Barthé- 
lemy.) * I have no need of reflection,“ replied 
Le Tellier; © I have never deſerted my maſter in 
proſperity, nor will I abagglon him in adverſity.” 
“ He is a madman,” ſaid Augereau ; “ let him 
7. go.. pc | 

What right have you to tranſport me ?” ſaid 
La Vilheurnois to the Miniſter Sottin : “ 1 have 
been tried, and your laws do not authorize this 


arbitrary 


1 0 

arbitrary meaſure, Our laws!” ſaid Sottin, 
laughing; they not your laws alſo ?”—*< No, 
« Sir,“ repli * 1 do not affociate myſelf with 
« ſuch So —* That,” faid Sottin, “ is the 
« very reaſon why. theſe mycreants ſend you to 
„% Guiana,” — They will one day come there,” 
added he, and fill our places; but they will nat 
*« enjoy the ſame tranquillity with ourſelves.” 

The wife of one of the deported perſons, not 
knowing her, buſband had ſet off during ths night, 
waited on Reubell at ſeven in the morning to requeſt | 
a reprieve . Reubell had himſelf ſigned the order 

ſor his departure; yet inſtead of correcting her mit: 
take, he was mean and baſe enough to promiſe the 
delay ſhe requeſted : thus, when ſhe went to the 
Temple to announce her ſugceſs to her huſband, 
ſhe feund a note from him which diſſipated the 
illuſion, 

The deported perſons were almoſt every —_ 
thrown into the darkeſt dungeons; at Orleans, 
however, they received the ſirongeſt marks of 

affection and eſteem ; means were even ſought to > 
enable them to eſcape; but as they could not all 
be ſaved, the friends of Willot and De la Rue pro- 
poſed to furniſh them with the mcans' of ſafety; 
this, however, they refuſed without heſitation, 
ſcaring 
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fſearing thereby io aggravate the misfortunes of 


their colleagues; and Barb6-V 
La Vilheurnois, and Aubry, imi 


s, Pichegru, 
ee us 


example a ſew days aſter. 


Pichegru had three different opportunities of 
eſcaping. At Blois he received a note in the fol- 
lowing terms: © General, it is in your power to 
« quit the priſon where you are confined ; a horſe 
is ready for you to mount, and you may eſcape 
% by aſſuming another name, in which a paffport 
« ſhall be provided: if you accept the propoſal, 
% approach the guard as ſoon as you have 
« read this note, and wear your hat as a mark of 
« your acquieſcence; in that caſe be dreſſed and 
© awake at two o'clock in the morning.” Pichegru, 


however, approached the guard without his hat; 


the perſon who would have faved him, beheld him 
with admiration, and went his way. 

Madame Barb&-Marbois came from Metz, as 
far as Blois, where, after a very long journey, ſhe 
obtained permiſſion to ſee her huſband. She 
ſound the deported perſons in the moſt deplor- 
able condition, and devoted all her care to pro- 
eure ſome alleviations for their miſeries. On her 
urrival at Paris, ſhe threw herſelf at the feet of 
the tyrants, and burſt into tears. They promiſed 

every 
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every thing ſhe aſked, and Merlin aſſured her 
he would ſend a courier with freſh orders. Yet 
no change was made in thoſe already given, and 
the deported perſons continued their route over- 
whelmed with the moſt ignominious treatment. 
When Madame Barbé-Marbois leſt the priſon of 
Blois, an officer of gendarmerie offered her his 
hand, upon which General Du Tertre, com- 
mandant of the eſcort, ordered this worthy and 
feeling officer under arreſt, and a few days after 
caſhiered him. 1 
This Du Tertre, who had but recently been li- 
berated from the gallies, had been appointed by 
Augereau to take charge of his victims. This 
man pocketted the money entruſted to. him for 
their travelling expenſes, and plundered them in 
the moſt ſhameleſs manner. Two months previ- 
ous to its fall the old DireQory ſeemed to recol- 


8 lect this robbery. Du Tertre was arreſted, and 
ordered to give an account of the monies he had 

© received, but he only replied by Jacobitiſi decla- 

— mation; and Augereau having made an applica- 

ls tion in his behalf, he was liberated after a fort. 

r night's impriſonment. 

f Rovere's wiſe, then in the eighth month of her 


pregnancy, followed her huſband to Rochefort, 
* | where 


n 
where ſhe unfortunately arrived too late, the cor- 
vette having already ſailed. This excellent wo- 
man, in even her delicate ſituatjon, afforded a rare 
example of conjugal tenderneſs. O you, that 
might incline to judge too ſeverely of her con- 
duct, hearken to the voice of candour, and ſuſ- 
pend the ſeverity of your deciſions. Madame 
Rovere, it is true, was ſormerly divorced— but had 
you been witneſſes of her dauntleſs fortitude and 
affectionate attachment, you would forget her er- 
rors, and convert your cenſure into admiration, 
Men of generoſity and worth! women of ſen- 
ſibility and virtue! ye whoſe boſoms heave with 
the ſacred impulſes of nature, and ſwell with the 
reciprocities of affection, ah! if ye have expe- 
rienced the delights or the torments of love, if his 
reſiſtleſs fire ever melted your ſouls, come and 
weep over the fate of this hapleſs lover! "Tis you 
alone I addreſs—let thoſe who are dead to ſenſibi- 
lity, be deaf alſo to my pleading. 

Rovere's wife, as I have already ſaid, arrived. 
at Rochefort when the corvette had juſt failed. 
She now wildly beheld that ocean which divided 
her from the only obje& of her love.—She could 
no longer contemplate his cheriſhed features, nor 
bang upon his accuſtomed voice. For a moment 

Hs her 


her ſancy ſeemed to perceive the veſſel that bore 
him from her view, and her ſoul ſeemed ready to 
fart ſorth and take its flight to mingle with that 
of her beloved huſband. iP 

Two months paſſed on without receiving any 
news from him: this was a dreadful inferval of 
anxiety and of horror! In vain did ſhe, t er 
with her unfortunate companions, implore the 
pity and compaſſion of the tyrants, for informa- 
tion whither they had ſent him. Tyrants are in- 
acceſſible to thoſe tender ſeelings. 

At length, however, a letter from her huſband 


arrived, and ſhe learnt that Cayenne was the 


=— that held him. Inſtantly the deſerts of 


ry aſſumed the ſmiling charms of nature's 
richeſt ſcenery, and atgSinamary ſhe determined to 
fix her abode, and participate in his fate. Deaf 
to every motive that diſſuaded her from ſo bold 
an enterpriſe, her only happineſs was beyand the 
ſeas; and the wilds of Guiana ſeemed to her more 
deſirable than the poſſeſſion of the univerſe. 
Her unexampled courage ſeemed to nerve the 
minds of every one around her; her female at- 
tendants, the nurſe that foſtered her child, her 
aged footman, no one would conſent to deſert her, 
Atlength ſhe yielded to their entreaties, and they all 
failed for Guiana. The veſſel in which they failed 
H was 
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was taken by the Engliſh®-but the Engliſh reſpected 
her misfortunes. The motives of her voyage being 
explained, inſtead of treatin g her as an enemy, they 
generouſly offered her the beſt and ſureſt means 
of arriving at the place of her deſtination.— Thus 
once mi ſhe embarked with a ſerene ſky and a 
| trangyj] ſea, aud all things ſeemed to Whiſper that 
every peril was at an end. But the Almighty, 
who looks down from the heavens above, and 
accepts the Tepentance and remorſe of his creatures 
here below, yet extends not impunity beyond the 
bounds of juſtice and -mercy.' Rovère was now 
in momentary expectation again to embrace his 
beloved wife, again to preſs his children to Wl 
boſom in Tranſatlantic exile, and thus all his 
fering ſeemed to be brought"to-a cloſe. But he 
had been guilty of too many crimes to be thus 
rewarded: The pardon, for which he breathed 
., forth the ſigh of repentance from the bottom of 
his heart, demanded a firiking atonement. The 

gates of Eternity were about to be opened to him, | 
and it was neceſſary he ſhould ) frſt meet ſome 
exemplary puniſhment ſor his crimes, His wife 
arrived, and Rovere, knowing ſhe- would land 
on the ſhores of Cayenne, went eagerly to meet 
her, and throw himſelf into her arms: but the 
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(a) 
Divine juſtice - was heavy upon his head; the hand 
of God ſtruck him, and he ceaſed to exiſt. 

On the arrival of the deported perſons at Roche- 
fort, they were immediately embarked. In vain 
did they ſolicit a few hours delay to receive the 
neceſſaries their friends were bringing them. Their 
jailors were inflexible; and they ſet ſail without 
the uiſite accommodations. An hour or 
two after their departure, the ſon of Laffond-La- 
debat and the brother-in-law of De 1 Rue (Neu- 
ville) arrived. The corvette had already made 
conſiderable way, and was no longer in fight. The 
two youths were now quite inconſolable ; and even 
the ſailors of Rochefort were ſo much affected as 
to weep at their misfortunes. They flattered them, 
however, that a ray of hope ſtill remained. The 
6 ſea is very rough,” ſaid they; “ the wind is 
« contrary for the corvette, and ſhe muſt caſt 
«© anchor at a certain diſtance from the ſhore, 
“ You may therefore ſtill have an opportunity of 
„ boarding her.” This propoſal was inſtantly 
ſeized with avidly. But a new obſtacle now pre- 
ſented itſelf : they could not board the corvette 
without a permit from the Director of the Marine, 
who was then at Rochelle. 

Without further loſs of time, however, one of 
H 2 the 


. 
the youths repaired thither, and ſolicited a permit ; 
but was anſwered, that the deported had already 
got out to ſea, and that they had certainly not 
brought to. Upon this he applied to the ſailors, 
who conſulted the weather with the ſame friendly 
wiſhes with thoſe of Rochefort, and concurred in 
- the fame opinion. The Director of the Marine, 
therefore, no pg reſuſed, and the permit was 
granted, , 
m—_ returned to Rochefort ; and, toge- 
ther with young Ladébat, was eager to embark. 
But a cruel fatality ſtill purſued them: ſor the ſea 
was extremely rough, and the danger ſeemed very 
great. In vain did the ſailors endeavour to diſſuade 
them: they perfiſted in their object; till at length 
a boatman, influenced by the love of gain and the 
eurneſtneſs of their entreaties, took them on board 
nis little bark. At their departure, a great number 
of perſons crowded round them ; one to ſend fifty 
louis d'ors to Willot, another to convey a rouleau 
to Pichegru, and a third (making no diſtinction of 
perſons) to alleviate the fate of N the deported. 
All kinds of aids were offered them; but their boat 


would ſcarcely contain what was abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary. At length it leſt the ſhore, watched by the 
eyes oſ the beholders with the moſt lively intereſt, 


while 


0 


n 
while hope ſeemed to waſt the two friends on the 
waves.; At lengt perceived the corvette, and 
their hearts rebot with joy. But when they 
got within hail they were ordered not to approach. 
Upon this, though they were forced to lie down 
in the boat, to avoid the waves that broke over 
them, they roſe, and held up a paper, to ſhow they 
had a permit to board the corvette, To that ſignal 
however they only received this cruel anſwer: If 


6 you approach the corvette I will fire 2 Come 
&© on board of me.” The voice proceeded from the 
lugger that accompanied the corvette. They went 
on board; and, having delivered their money and 
other preſents, they were ordered to go back. In 
vain did Laffond-Ladebat, who from the cockpit 
heard his ſon's voice, ſolicit permiſſion to ſee him, 
and preſs him to his boſom. In vain did the aftec- 
tionate youth beg upon his knees to ſee his father. 
In vain did he exclaim, ** Let me at leaſt receive 
« his bleſſing.” He was coldly anſwered in theſe 
words: © Return to Rochefort." The poor ſailor 
who conducted@hem made for land, his eyes over- 
flowing with tears; while the two youths, till fix- 
ing theirs upon the corvette, ſought to meet thoſe 

of an affeQionate father, a virtuous friend. 
In the mean while, the deported flattered them- 
ſelves 
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ſel ves with . ſpeedy return to their native 
country: and one of them te the [following 
lines dutiug the paſſage, -addiMed to the hoary- 
headed General Murinais, whoſe health was already 
' conſiderably impaired : 


7 


Ar. Femmes, voulez-vous tprouver. 


Malgré nos cruels ennemis, 
N. reverrons un jour la France; 
| Pour vos parens, pour vos amis, 
,onſervez bien votre exiſtence. 


Abt puiſſent nos ſoins aſſidus 
Long. tems prolonger votre vie! 

Vous devez encore vos vertus 

Et vos talens à la patrie. 


* - 


IMITATED. 


In ſpite of cruel.hearted foes, 
Again our homes ſhall glad our ſight ; 
Thy friends', thy kindred's deep-felt woes, 
To cheriſh lingering life invite. 
Ak! may our tender anxious Gres 
Thy valued days, my years prolong ! 
Each breeze to thee wafts Gallia's pray'rs, 
To her thy virtues ſtill belong. 


8 
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Thbeſe lines drew tears from the Gaze the wor- 
thy General. ono: ita: 
The ding 1 . which De 1a Rue wrote 
to his wife from on board La Vaillante will give 
ſome idea of the dreadful ſituation of the de- 
ported on board of the corvette. | 


[i * * % 
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Letter from De la Rue to his IVie. 


« From the 9th VerlWmaire to the | 

18th Brumaire, in the Year vr. 

No, my deareſt wife, no baniſhmant, no im- 
«« paſſable deſert, can ſcparate two ſouls whoſe 
« union is formed by love and eſteem, and ce- 
« mented by the moſt perſect ſympathy. Hence 
my fortitude was equal to bearing all the attacks 
of adverſity, as long as I could indulge a hope 
* of our performing this fatal voyage together. 
This alone, added to the teſtimony of a pure 
© conſcience, gave me that ſtrength of mind which 
has aſtoniſhed even my companions in misſor- 
% tune. But I confeſs that, from the moment when 
our ſudden embarkation, which was performed 
with equal abruptneſs and ferocity, deſtroyed 
this ſoothing hope which we fo fondly cheriſhed, 
my energy has deſerted me; and cvery moment 
. „that 
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for our conſolation or relief, until, having got 


«| that increaſes the diſtance between: us, is an 
« additional - Would that every day's 
** reckoning. of our log - book were an equal ad- 
* vatee towards the tomb! for there alone ean 1 
* find repoſe, or a period to the ſufferings I en- 
« dure. Two days it ſeemed to be yawning be- 
« neath my feet. Ah! why did it cloſe without 


„ ſwallowing me up? The elements, rebelling 


« againſt the commands of the tyrants, have thrice 


— back within fight of port; thrice 
have they, by the moſt dreadful ſtorms, made 


. cas in repent of his raſhneſ in braving the 
«. equinoctial hurricanes ;/ and it is te this obſtinate 


« refiſtance to his will that I am indebted forthe 
© receipt of your letter. How grateſul am I to your 
« brother for his zeal in bringing it tome! Wor- 
„hy Neuville! he has braved a thouſand. dan- 
gers to communicate the laſt conſolations of 


ſriendſhip. Among the objects for which I am 
zndebted to his activity, although all are objects 


e of the moſt urgent neceſſity, I only looked for, 
„only beheld, 1 only cagetly: [inquired for, 
6 your letter. It was the tardy reward of three 
days of ſolicitation and of deſpair. A barbarous 
order deprived us of every thing that was brought 


40 out 1 
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te ont to open ſea, we had no means of communi» 
„ cation with the ſhore, We were in the latitude 
** of the coaſt of Spain when I obtained this letter, 
« for which I ſo eagerly panted. To that boon I 
“ ſacrificed every other object; nor indeed was it 
% poſſible to pay for it ſufficiently dear. The 
9 captain choſe to retain poſſeſſion of all the reſt 

« till we ſhould arrive. | | 
« How many times have I not read over and 
% over this kind, this affecting letter! With how 
* many tears have I not bathed it! Yes, all my 
«© unfortunate companions bathed it too in theirs. 
& Eyery day, every hour, and every minute, I recur 
«to it for conſolation; yet I fear only to find in 
« it new cauſe of grief and of regrot. The greater 
* the tenderneſs and energy with which it pour- 
© trays your ſenſibility and attachment, the greater, 
© the more elevated your mind appears, the leſs 
« am I able to bear the horrors of a ſeparation, 
% You cannot form to. yourſelf an idea of all we 
t ſuffer in every poſſible way, and eſpecially in 
* regard to food and lodging. Crowded, all ſix- 
te teen of us, into a ſpace eighteen feet by thirteen, 
&* our hammocks are ſo cloſe to each other, that 
% when any one of us moves it diſturbs and ſhakes 
* 46 all 
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, all the reſt ; and the lowneſs of the deck above 


« us, which is but four feet high, expoſes us to an 
# additional torment : for into this cavern, armed 
« with beams, againſt which we knock our heads 
« a hundred times a day, no air is admitted, but 
« by an aperture two feet ſquare in the upper deck, 
& and which ſerves at once for door and window. 
* The only ſteps are a poſt with notches two 
% inches deep; and thus are the old and the infirm 
# obliged to crawl up and down, at the riſk of 
« every moment breaking their limbs, if the 
« ſtrongeſt of us did not frequently receive them 
* in our arms, and give them continual aſſiſtance. 
« Fortunately, our tyrants are not ſtrictly obeyed. 
„ Tt was their intention that we ſhould not quit 
te this mephitic cavern for more than two hours 
« per day, and they hoped to crowd us into it to 
the number of thirty-fix. The whole crew ex- 
« peed that number; ſor it had been ſo an- 
* nounced ſome days previous to our departure 
« from Paris. This outrage had therefore been 
* long before reſolved on, and its perpetrators had 
& calculated on a greater number of victims. 
Had their intentions been completed, the plague 
would certainly have broken out in our dun- 


„ geon, 


4 


| ( @-).- 
® geon, which will doubtleſs become a burning 
furnace whenever we arrive within the tropic. 

Our manner of living is, if poſſible, accom- 
e panied with ſtill more atrocious barbarities ; not 
« ſatisfied with putting us on the allowance of 
“% galley convicts, the crew were ſuffered to want 
* the moſt indiſpenſable neceflaries for a voyage ; 
e they are kept upon the moſt unwholeſome and 
the moſt damaged proviſions; no oppteſſion of 
* this kind has been omitted. Biſcuit five years 
* old, and rejected by every other ſhip, is out 
© chief food ; and beans of the kind uſually given 
& to horſes, half boiled in corrupted water, are 
« our moſt delicate diſh. This regimen has, as 
« you may eaſily imagine, much increaſed the 
« evils of ſea- ſickneſs, which none of us eſcaped ; 
& I am among thoſe who ſuffered the leaſt, owing 
* to the good ſtock of health I poſſeſſed, and to 
* my habitual temperance. We ſhould certainly 
have all of us ſunk under this accumulation of 
« evils (and that was doubtleſs the ſecret intention 
* of the inſtructions given), had not the crew, 
« and more eſpecially the officers, been moved . 
« with compaſſion for our condition ; 'the refigna- 
e tion and dignity of our conduct diſarmed them, 
12 and 
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1 and at length they began to appreciate ſacts att 
“ perſons more juſtly, and to diſcover who were the 
true culprits in the events of which we were the 
% victims. From that time we received all the aſſiſt- 
1 anee and alleviation in their power, which, how- 
ever, was unfortunately confined within very 
e narrow limits; deſtitute themſelves of the moſt 

„ needful conveniencies, owing to the precipita- 
„tion of aur departure, their good will towards 
16 us was very oſten without effect; we received, 
% however, more aſſiſtance ſrom the ſailors, who 
e in general are better able to endure privations, 

% and the majority of whom gave up to us their 

« ſlender ſtock of proviſions, It is true theſe in- 
9% dulgences were a conſiderable charge upon our 
% purſes, but it would be ungrateful to complain, 
«& for the ſervices we received from them were 
% invaluable. Of theſe tho moſt important to me 
« were a pound of bread per day, and a ſew glaſſes 
« of wholeſome water; to this, and to a, few 
« morſels of cheeſe, againſt which my natural 
« antipathy in vain rebelled, I am indebted for 
« the. preſervation of that life which I reſerve to 
contribute to your happineſs, and which J ſtill 


* value on your account, and on your account 
* excluſively, 


* Endeavour 


CF I 
Endeavour ſpeedily to let me poſſeſs a portrait 
« of you, for my eyes are envious of my heart, 
« where your image is conſtantly preſent ; I do 
te not aſk for that of our children, as they are ſo 
« young that their features will not long retain 
« their preſent form; but I hope you will indulge 
ce me with a ring of the dog's-collar kind, brna- 
« mented with your hair and that of thoſe dear 
« little creatures. If you would ſtill enhance the 
« favour, you will add a ſecond nig with your 
& mother's hair, together with my father's and 
© mine; to theſe preſents, which are the moſt ' 
« invaluable I can receive, you may add ſome 
« pecuniary aid, provided your own ocafions, 
« thoſe of our children, and of my father and 
« mother, which I would ſee firſt ſatisfied, will 
« permit. You will purſue the ſame fleps as 
« Meſdames Laffond, Rovere, and Aubry, who, 
4 perhaps, will prefer ſending ſuch merchandiſe as 
* may be eaſily diſpoſed of in the colony; theſe I 
© will mention to you, if a letter on that ſubje& 
© can be ſent by the ſame opportunity, as ſoon as 
„ ſhall have landed, and ſeen the nature of the 
« country whither wy are going, 
„ ] ſhould never conclude if I gave a looſe to 
t all the emotions I feel; now that I am liberated 


« from 
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+ from every purſuit of buſineſs, my imagination 
« 18 ever buſied with you alone, and without inter- 
4 miſſion; but with you every pleaſure is departed, 
* and I am even deprived of that of which ſcarcely 
* any victim of misfortune is robbed, and which 
from. time to time ſuſpends theirdufferings, for it 
« is but by ſlealth that I can commit my thoughts 
% and my forrows to paper; and this letter, which, 
« notwithſtanding the innumerable precautions L 
. have! for its ſecurity, will, perhaps, never 
« reach you, is written, as you will eaſily per- 
„ ceive, at twenty different times; had I purſued 
« any other method, I ſhould in a ſingle minute 
« loſe the fruits of a month of vigilance. | 
% Adieu! my charming friend, adieu! with 
bet pain. do I trace the word perhaps, too, | 
« for the laſt time I ſhall ever write it! Ah! let me 
6s baniſh the heart-rending idea] ah ! let not our 
« correſpondence ever ceaſe, except it be by thy 
« preſence in an hoſpitable country, where, having 
“ eſcaped the power of the wicked, we may be 
« again united in the bonds of love. Receive, 
, as the pledge of this my ardent wiſh, a thou- 
« ſand imaginary kiſſes, impreſs them on the lovely 
e cheeks of your dear little children, and tenderly 

«* embrace 
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« embrace for me my ſiſter-in-law and your bro- 
os thers, and expreſs my fincereFratitude to all 
e thoſe who take any intereſt in my fate. Let our 
« friend often ſee N. M=—, the worthy Dau—, 
6 Dal Card —, and particularly 
3 — V——; tell him to remember me to 
. — B — C — A —. 
(Signed) « De LA Run.“ 
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SITUATION or THE DEPORTED AT 


e 


BY ONE OF THE DEPORTED PERSONSs No 
oy : 


Ao the various intellectual improvements 
that have ſprung up with the progreſs of ſcience 
and philoſophy, the ſyſtem of criminal legiſlation 
ought to have undergone ſuch a reſorm as would 
have proved equally beneficial to the intereſts of the 
accuſed and the tranquillity of the public, Of ſuch a 
reform, the principles have already been laid down 
by various philoſophical writers (and in particular 
the celebrated Beccaria), who have deduced them 
from, the eternal laws of juſtice and of reaſon : all, 
therefore, that remained to be done, was to apply 
theſe principles to practice in the code of criminal 
juſtice. 

| The true object of all puniſhments is the ſecurity 
of the body politic, and of all its component parts ; 
. the maintenance of order and juſtice, and the 


improvement of the morals of the people. 
Puniſh- 


/ 
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Puniſhments ſhould not only be proportioned to 
the nature of the crimes committed, but muſt alſo 
be previouſly declared by the law before they can 
be juſtly inflicted ; nor ought this to take place 
till after a trial, the preſcribed forms of which are 
calculated to be the guardians of innocence and 
the avengers of crimes. | 
Theſe principles, which conſtitute the very baſis 
of ſocial order, haye already heen ſufficiently 
demonſtrated; and can neither be denied nor for- 
gotten without burſting aſunder every bond by 

which human ſociety is held together, | 
I will not, therefore, here attempt to pourtray 
the innumerable inflances in which theſe ſacred 
principles have been violated, Woe to that nation 
where the laws are dictated by the factions that 
convulſe it, merely according to the dictates of 
their revenge, or of their own unruly paſſions ! 
ſor there will innocence ſhrink with horror, and 

the criminal redouble his audacious effrontery. 
The deportation to the French territories in 
Guiana, ſubſtituted by the Canvention for the 
penalty of death, which ſome of their members had 
incurred, was only applied in the caſes of Billaud- 
Varennes and Collot d'Herbois ; the reſt of thoſe 
K who 
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who were then accuſed eſcaped this new mode of 
puniſhment, and eluded the decree by which it was 
enacted, 1 

As the Convention united in itſelf all the power 
ol the ſtate, it purſued no other rule than its own 
ſovereign will; and pronounced ſentence of baniſh- 
ment, deſtruction, or death, according to the paſ- 
fions which for the time predominated at their deli- 
berations, Billaud, Collot, and the reſt of the 
perſons who were implicated, were. accuſed and 
were heard in their deſence; yet they themſelves 
proteſted againſt this violation of the power with 
which they, in common with thicir colleagues, were 
inveſted. | 
Collot and Billaud were deported to Guiana; 
Collot died at Cayenne, but Billaud-Varennes is 
Kill living. Both theſe men were treated with 
great ſeverity during their paſſage, and their cap- 
tain was not more humane towards them than was 
Captain La Porte towards us ; but on their arrival at 
Guiana they enjoyed, the former till his death, and 
the latter to the preſent time, the ſame fare as is 
given to the marines, and an allowance fully 
adequate to their wants; further, no reſtraint was 


required gf them, and an order of the Directory 
£ | particu- 


169 
particularly enjoined their agents and the con- 
ſtituted authorities in no wiſe to infringe on their 
full liberty within the French territories in Guiana ®*, 
At firſt ſight, the ſubſtitution of deportation for 
death, appears an act of beneficence; their lives 
are ſaved, and conſequently ſome hopes remain of 
ſceing better days; they may apply to various uſes 
ful occupations, and thus they may ſtill endeavour 
to advance their own fortunes and thoſe of their 
country, Such are the colours under which deport- 
3 ation to Guiana has been repreſented to the nation, 
N both at the tribune of the Legiſlative Body, and in 
the proclamations and orders of the Directory. 
But it is time theſe unſubſtantial illuſions ſhould 


3 be diſſipated; firſt, by a few general obſervations, 
$ and ſecondly, by a fimple ſtatement of the actual 
n ſituation of the deported in this diſtant colony. 

* When men of vigorous minds and conſtitutions, 
s and in the flower of life, have committed fuch 
at crimes as are deſerving of capital puniſhment, de- 
d 


portation is doubtleſs an act of clemency ; but then 


is they ought not to be ſent to a colony eſtabliſhed 

ly 

as Extract of an order of the Directory of the 24th Brumaire, 
in the year 4.—* Art, III. The agents of the government are ex- 

iy * preſsly enjoined to permit the Ex-deputies Collot d'Herbois and 

u- * Billaud to enjoy full liberty in Guiana,” 


k 2 | ſor 


( 68 ) 

for purpoſes of agriculture and commerce, ſince 
they might diſturb the tranquillity of the planters 
with ſo much the more eaſe, as the repreſſing power 
is leſs active there than in the mother-country ; 
hence, too,. they might the more eaſily diſperſe 
abroad the ſeeds of their own vices and crimes, In 
this point of view, the deportation of criminals to 
a colony already in exiſtence, is a violation of the 
guaranty which is due from the body politic to its 
foreign planters, as well as to all its other conſti- 
tuent parts: thus the ſyſtem of deportation might 

more eſpecially have produced moſt diſaſtrous con- 
ſequences to thoſe colonies, where the laborious 
claſſes have been lately emancipated ; where the 
firſt enjoyment of liberty, as ropreſented to, and 
experienced by them, conſiſts merely in licentiouſ- 
neſs, in the deſertion of their labours and duties, 
and in giving an unbounded looſe to paſſions; to 
colonies whoſe deſective ſyſtem of legiſlation, inceſ- 
ſantly changing and incoherent, and either impoſ- 
ſible to be executed, or not actually enforced, has 
as yet ſcarcely exceeded a ſew ineffectual regula- 
tions of police, wholly inſufficient to re-eſtabliſh 


the regular purſuits of labour, or to accomplith the 
repreſſion and puniſhment of crimes, | 


Such 
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Such is the ſituation of the French colony in 

Guiana, notwithſtanding the deluſive repreſenta 

tions with which the Legiſlative Body have been 

amuſed. OT 

Further, deportation to a country whoſe climate 

is deſtructive to its inhabitants, is but a mode of 
ſentencing the unfortunate victims to a lingering 

and painful death, and to a tedious prolongation 
5 of the ſtruggles of diſſolution: thus cruelly to 
multiply the pangs of dying, is, in fat, no other 


than to condemn them to a thouſand deaths. 

N Criminals, then, who are condemned by the 
law, ought to be deported only to a colony ap- 
8 propriated ſolely to that object, in a climate not 
1 deſtructive to its inhabitants, and where ſevere 
p but juſt laws will induce them to adopt a life of 
3, induſtry, and to reform their characters. Puniſh- 
0 ment and terror are the vital principles of ty- 
2 ranny “. But the prevention and the correction 
Pl of crimes, and the rendering even the criminal 
* uſcful to his country—this alone ſhould be the 
* end propoſed in a criminal ſyſtem of juriſprudence, 
1 under a Government inſtituted by juſtice and 
he formed by wiſdom. 


* See on this ſubje& the Report of Bailleul, on the 18th 
Fructidor. 
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un ſuch a colony every inſtitution ought to be 


directed to the correction of the eriminals them- 


ſelves. Specific rewards ſhould be held out to 
them, not even excepting liberty to return home 


after a certain period of good behaviour arid of 


uſeful induſtry. 

Such were the views of the Britiſh Legiſlatire 
in eſtabliſhing the colony of Botany Bay. 

But to deport the members of the National 
Repreſentation without ſentence, trial, or accu- 


 fation; to deport Prieſts, and old and infirm 


men, merely on account of their religious opi- 
nions ; to deport men of letters and journalifls, 
when the liberty of the preſs and of public cen- 
ſure ought to have been the pledge of their in- 
violable ſecurity; to deport men whom no exiſt- 
ing law condemned, and to deport them to a co- 
lony where the atmoſphere is corrupted by a 
ſtagnant and defective cultivation, where none 
but blacks can endure the ſlighteſt labour and 
fatigue, and even to place them in the moſt un- 
healthy ſpot of that colony, and confound them 
with criminals actually condemned to death or 
to the gallies, is at once to violate the conſtitu- 


tion, the * which ſorms its baſis, and every 


principle 


Ta 
principle of ſocial order, of nit. and of 
juſtice, * ' 
Such, however, was the character and effect 
of the law of the 19th FruQidor, and of the or- 
ders given for putting it in force, whether by the 
Directory and their miniſters, or by their agent in 

the French colony of Guiana. 
Sixteen of the perſons proſcribed by that law, 


| were, on the 21ſt Fructidor, put into. cages con · 


ſiracted of gratings, and thus conveyed from the 
priſon of the Temple to the port of Rochefort, 
trayerſing France as though they had been the 
vileſt of criminals. The commandant of | the 
eſcort received the requiſite ſupplies of money 
for their ſupport and other expenſes on the road: 
but to entruſt ſo delicate a commiſſion to a baſe 
and immoral character, to place theſe funds in 
the hands of a man recently liberatcd from the 
gallies of Toulon, was effectually to preclude all 
poſſibility of the money being applied to the ſa · 
cred purpoſe for which it was deſtined; it was, in 
fat, to order that the deported ſhould be left deſ- 
titute of every requiſite comfort and accommo- 
dation, This order, alas! was moſt cruelly put 
in force : for in every town we were thruſt into 
_ the 
* 1 


9 5 
* 


6729 
the darkeſt dungeon, and fed on the coarſeſt of 
At length, crowded one upon adds, in the 
between-decks of a corvette, we had no other 
food; during a moſt dreadful voyage of fiſty- two 
days, than the refuſe biſcuit of the convicts on 


board the Rochefort gallies, ſome ſpoiled meal, 


wild beans (called Gourgannes), and ſtinking wa- 
ter. But to every complaint the Captain replied, 
% If I execute the orders I have received, hoſe 
« villains will not all of them arrive at Guiana.“ 
At length we landed at Cayenne, almoſt all of 
us ſick. Here we expected to enjoy our full li- 
berty; but in this we were diſappointed. We 


were ſent to the hoſpital, and placed under a 


guard of ſoldiers, without being permitted to go 

ont, except into an adjoining field ; nor were we 
allowed to receive any viſitors We obtained, 
however, all the accommodations which the kind- 
hearted women who ſupcrintended the eſtabliſh- 
ment could procure us ; and the inhabitants were 
eager to give us the moſt affecting proofs of the 
concern they felt for our misfortunes. Theſe few 
days were to us an interval of the fweeteſt con- 


ſolation. 


We 
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WMWe were ſoon informed, bowever, by Jeannet, 
the Agent of the Directory, that he was about to 
ſend us to Sinamary, a ſettlement ſituated about 
twenty-five leagues to the north-weſtward of 
Cayenne, on the river of Sinamary, and ſomething 
leſs than a league from the ſea. 
The order for this ſecond tranſportation was 
not ſent to us, nor was it till after our arrival at 
Sinamary that it was communicated to us. (See 
Appendix, No. 1.) 

We were told that Sinamary was the healthieſt 
ſpot in the. colony, But previous to our departure, 
Laffond-Ladebat, and Trongon- du Coudray, wrote 
to the Agent, repreſenting that the law of the igth 
Fructidor, and even the order of the Directory, 


appointing that we ſhould be deported to Guiana, 


did not direct; that we ſhould be kept priſoners 
there; and that therefore they had a right to; their 
full liberty. They might alſo have appealed to the 
order in fayour of Billaud and of Collot ; but their 
ſeelings; and the - purity of their own conduct, 
compelled them to reject all compariſon of them- 
ſelves with thoſe too famous members of the Com- 
mittee of Public Safety. - Laffond-Ladebat's letter 
was couched in the following terms: 7 
Lovin 218 1 « We 
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We have been informed that it is your inten- 
&« tion to fix our abode at Sinamary. Were our 
* exiſtence alone to be eonfidered, we ſhould have 
1 cauſe to thank you for this choice; but, as to 
% myſelf, I think it my duty to offer you a few ob- 
*« ſervations. | 
The decree which condemns us to deportation, 
„allows us, as I have already obſerved, the free 
« diſpoſal of our property from the time of our ar- 
rival at the place of our deportation. But this 
« permiffion would be a mere mockery, if we are 
«to be fo ſituated that it would be impoſſible to 
« exerciſe it. I am ignorant what orders you may 
« have reccived, but I have reaſon to believe 
% Guiana is ſpoken of generally, and therefore our 
particular abode ought to depend on the kind of 
« induſiry we may be deſirous of purſuing. 

« I will not here ſtate how little connected, or, 
* rather, how totally diſconncaed we ſhall be. 
The contrariety of our opinions has already been 
4 ſufficiently apparent: you have been informed 
« of it by the public prints. Time will throw more 
« light on that ſyſtem of policy which has con- 
© founded us together. Equals-in misfortune, we 
% have all an equal right to that liberty which 


the law has given us, as ſoon as we are arrived 
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« at the place of our deportation ;' but nothing 
can juſtify our being here united, except the 
« ſpecies of induſtry' we are deſirous of under, 
taking. 
« To me, for inſtance, who have it in my 
% power, through my commercial connexions, to 
be ſerviceable to the colony, it is important to 
« be ſituated in the only port where foreign trade 
* can be carried on: and this is the plan I have 
*« formed, Marbois, Murinais, Trongon-du- 
* Coudray, Barthelemy, and myſelf, ghad even, 
previous to our quitting France, determined on 
« a projed of a partnerſhip, in which we intended 
sto have included the cultivation of ſome planta- 
e tion of which we meant to apply for a grant or a 


« leaſe upon rent. 


. © Such having been our intentions, Citizen 


| « Agent, it is highly probable thoſe of our friends, 


« who are apprized of them, may already have ex- 
e pedited us ſome conſignments. 

But our baniſhment to Sinamary condemns us 
eto a real impriſonment, fruſtrates all our plans, 
and reduces us to the wretched condition of 
e being unable to purſue. any uſeful ſpecies of in · 
« duſtry, | | 
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At firſt I heard of a plantation belonging to 
« the State, and ſituated near the town, which 
&« ſeemed completely adapted to our views. I 
* would have taken a leaſe of it upon rent, and 
engaged to keep it in good condition; and we 
« would, all of us, have cagerly ſubſcribed any 
* engagements your vigilance might have deemed 
* neceſſary, This vigilance, I imagine, would 
« itſelf be thereby rendered more caſy and ſecure, 
and the nature of our purſuits would be a ſuſ- 
« ficient ſedge ſor our good conduct, if the wel- 
«Fare of our families, and the free enjoyment of 
our property, are not alone completely ſatisfactory, 
« It is the intereſt of the State that the deported 
* perſons be not a uſcleſs burden upon the colony, 
“but, on the contrary, that they ſhould give ad- 
+4 ditional vigour and activity, both to its com- 
« merce and agriculture, by all the means they 
et can combine together for that effet. I would 
* alſo add, that the ſituation of Sinamary is not 
00 free from danger, both to us and to yourſelf, as 
« far as regards your reſponſibility, ſince it is liable 
« to be attacked by Engliſh privatcers, and ſome 
«attempts -of that nature have already been 
actually made. 

mY « I hope, 
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© T hope, therefore, Citizen Agent, that you 
&© will ſeriouſly weigh theſe obſervations. I con- 
% ſider my-baniſhment to Sinamary as a new ca- 
55 lamity, ſince it condemns me to a ſtate of 
e perfect uſeleſineſs, and my declining health 
* will unavoidably be extremely increated by 


another ſea voyage.“ 


The. Agent, however, declared with tlie moſi 
poſitive aſſurances, that he had orders ſrom the 
Government to ſend the deported perſons to Sina- 
mary. Notwithſtanding the repreſentations and 
carneſt entreaties of Murinais, who ſcemed to have 
a preſentiment of his melancholy fate, all the de- 
ported-perſons, except La Vilheurnois, who was 
unable to move a limb, were tranſported to Sina» 
mary, where they arrived on the 6th Frimaire. 

The diſtrict of Sinamary is in a ſtate of total 
ruin. About a ſcore of plantations, formerly ſitu- 
ated on the banks of the river of the ſame name, 
are now entirely abandoned. The ſettlement, or 
town, is ſituated in the ſkirts of an uncultivated 
ſavanna, which lics to windward of it, and from 
which it is frequently infected with deleterious 
exhalations, ariſing from the ſtagnant waters in the 
'hollows called pris-pris ; the accumulations of mud 
on the N. N. E. coaſt, add to the unwlioleſome- 
5 neſs 
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neſs of the climate, eſpecially in the months of 
July, Auguſt, September, and October, during 
which the heat of the ſun is moſt powerſul. At 
| that ſeaſon there is no rain; but the breezes, which 
are regular, moderate the heat, and would render 
the climate ſupportable if they were not the vehicle 
of exhalations ariſing ſrom the ſhallows, and from 
the mud accumulated by the ſea. At the time 
when the inhabitants had the requiſite reſources, 
and a ſufficient number of labourers, tbey uſed to 
burn the pris-pris while the waters were out, and 
thus prevented them from ſending forth mephitic 
exhalations. But during the three or four laſt 
years they have becn unable to purſue this method ; 
and to this cauſe muſt -be chiefly attributed the 
impurity of the atmoſphere. A few houſes, or rather 
huts, conſiſting only of a ground floor, which are 
extremely damp during the long and rainy ſeaſon, 
and are throughout the year full of vermin, ſcor- 
pions, ſnakes, and innumerable voracious inſect 
are the only dwellings that compoſe the town. 
Here all our hopes were at once moſt cruelly 
defiroyed; for we now diſcovered that we had 
been purpoſely deceived in the moſt cruel and 
glaring manner. Laffond-Ladebat again wrote to 
the Agent to the following effect, 


Letter 
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Leiter from Loffond-Ladebat to 4 eannet, Agent of 
the French Government at Cayenne, 


« At the time when I addreſſed to you ſome 
% obſervations relative to our baniſhment to Sina- 


«© mary, to which I received no anſwer, I was far 


« from conceiving that ſettlement to be in ſo 
© ruinous a ſtate, All the inhabitants are ſinking 
« in defpair, nor can they even cultivate the neceſ- 
* ſary food to keep them from ſtarving; their plant- 


e ations. are abandoned, their farm-yards almoſt 


* entirely deſtroyed, and the unwholeſomeneſs of 
« the air daily increaſes to a molt alarming degree. 
« I conſider it as impoſſible we can long exiſt in 
« this ſpot; if the governmeut have ordered that 
* we ſhould be placed here, we mug expe from 
« Hime and from eternal juſtice, that judgment which 
„ the whole nation will form relative to their motives. 

« But if (thou h I am far ſrom believing it) you 
have of your own authority fixed this place for 
* our abode, I ſhall not heſitate to tell you, 
« Citizen Agent, that you are the man our families 
&© will accuſe of cauſing the death of thoſe among us, 
10 who will infallibly become your victims. 

We were all of us lodged in the old Preſbytery, 


| where we were crowded together to the number of 


five in a room, which obliged ſome of us to ſeek 
for 
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for lodgings elſewhere, Nor was our reſidence at 
Sinamary more than à mere temporary or proviſory 
arrangement. We were to be changed about to the 
different parts of the colony till a ſpot was found 
which would moſt rapidly haſten our deſtruction, 
und ſend ns in the ſhorteſt ſpace of time to the 
tomb. An engineer was ordered to ſeck out a ſpot, 
which would moſt completely unite all theſe ad- 
vantages; and it was fromthe report of this en- 
gineer that the Directory at length fixed upon the 
ſettlement of ' Conanama for our reſidence. We 
ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak elſewhere of this grave 
of the human race. 4 N 
It is aſſerted in France, that the perſons firſt de- 
ported had a ſpace of twenty leagues on all fides, 
in the neighbourhood of Sinamary, which they 
were free to traverſe. The Agent's order allowed 
them to go on one ſide to Kourou, and on the 
other to Iracombo. This liberty, however, was 
rendered nugatory by an obligation impoſed on 
them to appear every. five days before * com- 
mandant of Sinamary. | 
Though the victims of calamity ſhould naturally 
bo united by their misfortunes, yet, by ſome orucl 
fatality; misfortunes generally produce a contrary 
offer. The deported had not long roſidod - at 
701 Sinamary 
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Sinamary before diviſions ſprang up among them. 
One party reproached their colleagues with too 
much vehemence in the Senate, while the latter 
accuſed the ſormer of having ruined their country 
by their apathy and lukewarmneſs. 

Murinais and Laffond-Ladebat endeavoured 
to reconcile theſe differences; but Ramel, and 
Trongon-du-Coudray, were conſtantly broaching 
contrary principles to thoſe of Willot, De la Rue, 
Pichegru, and Aubry; while Barbẽ-Marbois, and 
Barthelemy, remained almoſt neutral. In general, 
however, Barthelemy inclined towards Willot's 
party, and Barbe-Marbois to that of Du Coudray. 
Rovere ſpoke but little, and ſeemed abſorbed in 
melancholy reflections. La Vilheurnois bore his 
misfortunes with magnanimity, but was moſt inti- 
mate with Barthelemy and De la Rue. Bourdon 
de I'Oiſe quarrelled with every one, as well as with 
his own conſcience. Brothicr maintained but little 
intimacy with La Vilheurnois, who had formerly 
been his friend ; but he was inceſſantly diſputing 
with Ramel, and reminded him of his having par- 
ticipated in the denunciations of Malo. At this 
Ramel was extremely irritated, and replied with 
great aſperity. One day, as he was reproaching 
Brothier with his connexion with Billaud- Varennes, 

| M Brothier 
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Brothier haſtily replied, that there was no good 
reaſon why he ſhould not affociate with Billaud, 
fince he was compelled to live with his denouncer®. 
Brothier, however, would have acted more wiſcly, 
had he conſented to forget the paſt, and conſidered 
Ramel merely as his companion in misfortune. 
The Abbe Brothicr, however, was entirely en- 
groſſed with his mathematical ſtudics, and intended, 
whenever he ſhould return to France, to publiſh 
an elementary work on that branch of ſcience. 
The worthy Le Tellier, of whom we have 
hitherto been filent, divided his attention between 
his maſter and the moſt aged of his deported com- 
panions, or, rather, he offered his ſervices indiſ- 
criminately to them all. Doſſonville contradicted 
no one; and thoſe of the deported who eſcaped, 
owed their good fortunc, in a great meaſure, to 
the good intelligence he kept up. Barbe-Marbois, 
Ladebat, De Ja Rue, 'Trongon-du-Coudray, and 
Barthélemy, employed their minds chiefly in po- 
litical ſtudies. La Vilheurnois was continually 
reading or walking ; and General Pichegru amuſed 


It was doubtleſs to this private enmity that Brothier was 
indebted for the injuſtice with which Adjutant-general Ramel 
treats him in his “ Narrative.” Ramel might indeed complain of 
his enemy ; but he had no right to calumniate him by affecting 
to claſs him with Billaud-Vareunes. French Editor. 
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himſelf in learning Engliſh, an employment in 
which he ſeemed to take great pleaſure. 

Me were not long without experiencing the fatal 
effects of the climate we inhabited. 

Murinais had arrived there in a moſt deplorable 
ſtate, and in this dreadful ſituation his illneſs could 
not fail to grow worſe, He wrote, therefore, to 
the Agent the following letter : 


Letter from Murinais to Jeannet, Agent of the 
French Government at Cayenne, 


* Arreſted by an arbitrary authority, in violation 
« of the conſtitutional laws, and of the rights of 
« man, and notwithſtanding the inviolability of my 
« perſon as a repreſentative of the people, I have 
been included in a law of the 19th Fructidor, 
* ordering the deportation of fifty-two. deputics, 
* unheard, without the Legiſlative Body pronoun- 
« cing Aye or No, agreeably to the ſorms preſcribed 
in the Conſtitution on the validity of their accu- 
* ſations. Againſt ſuch a deportation I, for my 
* own part, now remonſtrate, and ſhall never ceaſe 
to proteſt. 3 
« Shut up in a cage of iron, and dragged by an 
« armed force to Rochefort, I was thruſt between 
© the decks of a corvette, and fed, like a galley 
M2 | 4 & convict, 
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© convict, with the worſt of proviſions, ſuch as 
« excited the indignation of the whole crew. 

I did not imagine, that on my arrival at Cay- 
« enne, my lot would be till further aggra- 
% vated by prolonging my confinement, and pro- 
© nouncing'a new ſentence of deportation againſt 
«© me. But it appears I am proviſorily deported to 
« Sinamary, a ſettlement conſiſting only of about 
« a ſcore of families, who are continually ſtruggling. 
« with miſery in a burning and deſtructive cli- 
" mate. | 

% To ſuch a ſpot have you deported fixteen 
« citizens of France, fourtcen of whom have 
* neither been accuſed, tried, nor heard in their 
« defence, and whoſe lives muſt neceſſarily be 
« ſhortened by the innumerable privations and in- 
« conveniences to which you ſubject them. 

« At my age and in the circumſiances in which 
« Tam placed, no man would be much afraid of 
« his approaching end, nay, I confider its arrival as 
« a deſirable relief. But it is a duty I owe to my- 
« ſelf and to the dignity of a repreſentative, to 
« apprize you, for the prevention of all ſuperfluous 
« expenſe, that I cannot accept any grant of land 
* that may, in any reſpect whatever, be confidered 
*« as an indemnity or a compenſation for the loſs of 
* my liberty, Until my fituation ſhall depend 

on 
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on my own free and voluntary choice, I will re- 

© main in the ſtate of captivity in which criminals 
& have placed me, expecting from the hands of 
« juſtice, and the teſtimony of an irreproachable 

life of ſixty- ſeven years, a change of my unhappy 

lot, which it depends on yourſelf alone (by con- 

& ſulting your laws) to alleviate. 

* Should I meet my fate in this diftant ſpot, it 
« will be for you for ever to a 25 with 
« having, by unneceſſarily increaſing the weight of © 
© my misfortunes, ſhortened the life of a man of 
« probity, who might ſtill have hoped long to 
c“ contribute to the good and happineſs of his 
& country,” | | 


- This letter obtained no anſwer, and the venera- 
ble Murinais expired a ſortnight aſter he wrote it. 
As ſoon as the news of his death arrived at Cayenne, 

an ante- dated order was ſent for his removal. Had it 
been diſpatched on the receipt of his requeſt, Murinais 
would ſtill have been in a ſituation to have gone to 
the hoſpital. Thus did this worthy old man, who 
had devoted fiſty years of his liſe to the ſervice of 
his country, who had been torn from his family, and 
rom the legiſlative body, untried, unheard, and 
in violation of the ſacred office he filled, become 
the firſt victim of the paſſions that didated the law 


of 
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of the 19th Fructidor. He died with the greateſt 
firmneſs, and with that tranquillity which-naturally 
attends on virtue, As we crowded round his bed, 
he frequently repcated the following remarkable 
ſentence : *©* "Tis better to die at Sinamary free from 
% reproach, than to live in guilt at Paris.” 


Some days aſter this melancholy ſeparation, Bar- 
thelemy, whoſe legs were very much ſwelled, ob- 
tained hberty to go to the hoſpital of Cayenne in 
the place of La Vilheurnois, who had ſcarcely re- 
covered from his illness hofore he was obliged to 
come to Sinamary. 

At Cayenne Barthelemy was tolerably well treated, 
being attended by the worthy ſiſters of the charity, 
whoſe humanity never relaxed. From that place 
he wrote the following letter to one of his ſrietids in 


France. 


Letter from Barthelemy to a Friend in France. 
% You are already acquainted with the manner 
© in which we were conveyed acroſs France in 
1 cages of iron, lying at night ſometimes in priſons 
« and ſometimes in dungeons. Our ſea voyage 
* correſponded with our journey by land. 
« Crowded together in the between-decks, which 
« was guarded night and day by two ſoldiers with 
« drawn ſabres, we were ſed like the ſailors with 
« (alt 
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« ſalt proviſions, gourgannes (beans), and ſome 
« biſcuit, that was ſo bad and decayed, that it is 
« aſtoniſhing any one ſhould offer it to the ſailors, 

% We all bore this dreadful voyage tolerably 
« well, though conſtantly treated as criminals ; 
« the inſtructions containing an order that we 
„ ſhould not ſpeak with any one of the crew. 

« After a voyage of fifty-two days we arrived here, 
ce and landed at the hoſpital, where, as far as regards 
our food, we have been well treated, but neverceafed 
eto be under a guard of ſoldiers : we were not per- 
« mitted to go out, except for an hour, morning 
« and evening, into a field adjoining the walls of 
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the hoſpital, and we were ſcarcely allowed to re- 
% celve any viſitors. 

We fondly imagined, that on our arrival at the 
& place of our deportation our perſons at leaſt would 
© be free; but in this we were deceived. 

A fortnight after we were conveyed by ſea to 
« Sinamary, a miſcrable and unwholeſome diſtrict, 
« ſituated twenty-five leagues from Cayenne, 
* where there is a dearth of all kinds of proviſions. 

** We are lodged there in a building which was 
* once the Preſbytery, conſiſting of five ſmall 
« rooms, into which we are diſtributed. We are 
_ © ſurrounded by ſerpents, ſnakes, innumerable 
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* yoracious vermin of various ſizes, with which 
* this country ſwarms; and the tigers are alſo our 
„ very near neighbours. 

A ſpace of ground is allotted for us to walk 
4 in; but ſometimes the extreme heat, ſometimes 
&« the rains, and at all times the innumerable inſects 
& that fill the air, render our walks extremely trou- 
& bleſome. Here alſo we arc under a guard of 
« ſoldiers, 

& This place is inhabited by above fifty perſons, 
& who are all ill with fevers. No one, except Bil- 
& Iaud-Varennes, who alſo reſides here, enjoys 
* good health, Beſides the allowance he receives 
* in common with ourſelves, the government give 
* him 1800 livres tournois per annum, and the 
« rent of his cottage; and Victor Hugues ſends 
* him from Guadaloupe various proviſions to the 
value of fix thouſand livres per annum. | 

* The allowance we receive from the govern- 
« ment conſiſts of half a pound of bread and 
three quarters of a pound of bad rice per day. 
« It is impoſſible to procure any butcher's meat. 

« I can but feebly pourtray the horror of our 
« ſituation. Murinais ſank under it at the end of 
« Brumaire. Every one of us is more or leſs in- 
« diſpoſed. 
4c There 
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0 There is a ſurgeon appointed for the military 


te eſtabliſhment; but you will eaſily conceive an 
C idea of the medical knowledge of a ſurgeon ſta- 
* tioned in ſo wretched a ſpot. 


ſerious illneſs has procured me permiſſion 
to come to this hoſpital, which is ſomewhat leſs 
damp and leſs unwholeſome than Sinamary, 
vhither I dread the thoughts of returning. 

« We hoped ſome alleviation of our lot might 
6 arrive from France; but we have only learnt 
„ that a great number of deported perſons are 
& about to be ſent hither, which will render our 
e ſituation ſtill more cruel, We have now no- 
„thing io expect, but to periſh by flow and pain- 
e ful degrees in this torrid zone, which renders 
* Guiana the grave of the Europeans who come 
„ hither, notwithſtanding the deluſive pictures 
* that have been drawn of the country by French 
“ writers,” | 


Barthelemy had great reaſon to dread being ſent 
back to Sinamary; for he had no ſooner ſhown 
ſome ſigns of convaleſcence, than Jeannet ordered 


an armed force to convey him thither. 

At this time,” Trongon-du-Coudray having ſymp- 

toms of a very dangerous illneſs, the ſurgeon of 
3 sinamary 


| 
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Sinamary certified that he could not be properly 
treated there, and that it was indiſpenſably neceſ- 


fary to remove him to Cayenne. Trongon there- 


fore wrote to tlic Agent, ſoliciting permiſſion to go 


there, 


Letter from Trongon-du-Coudray iu Jeannet, Agent 


of the French Government at Cayenne. 


* It is to yourſelf that I chooſe to apply; for it 
* is impoſlible that, when you are informed of my 
« ſituation, you ſhould refuſe me permiſſion to come 
« to Cayenne. A refuſal would render my caſe deſpe- 
« rate, and would be my death-warrant. In this 
« place none of the articles requiſite for ſo compli- 
* cated a diſorder as mine are to be had; and the 
* badnefs and humidity of the air prevent the re- 
% medies from taking effect. It is not a privilege 
© Iam aſking. Every man ſo ſituated would have 


%a right to demand his removal to Cayenne. 


Nor is it to you, Citizen Agent, that I need ob- 
% ſerve, that here humanity has her laws. Power 
&« till paſs away, but good actions remain,” 


To this letter the Agent gave no anſwer ; but 
Gut off a phyſician to Sinamary without any means 
| ot 
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of cure. In addition to his other complaints, Tron- 
con laboured under a putrid and malignant fever, 
which attacked him in the beginning of Floreal ; 
and on the ſame day Laffond Ladebat fell ill of a 
violent bilious fever, They were both lodged in 
one room, nor could they obtain a ſeparate apart- 
ment. 'Thus were their diſorders continually and 
reciprocally increaſed by the fight of each other's 
ſufferings, and the putrid air they breathed. Tron- 
con, however, ſeemed for a ſhort time to be con- 
valeſcent ; but he had afterwards ſeveral relapſes, 
and the phyſician ſent from Cayenne certified alſo 
that he could not be properly treated at Sinamary. 
Trongon therefore again wrote to the Agent as 


follows : 


Second Letter from "Trongon-du- Coudray to Feannet, 
Agent of the French Government at Cayenne. 


* It was not an additional phyſician I needed, 
« but a purer air, and thoſe means of recovery 
„ which I cannot procure here; ſuch as broth, 
„ bathing, and attendance ; in a word, whatever 
„ Sinamary cannot furniſh, This place is ex- 


„ tremely damp and marſhy; there is a want 
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« of every thing, and that want cannot be ſup- 
6 plied, 

* By ſpeaking a ſingle word, you can put an 
© end to all theſe cvils. But will that word be 
% ſpoken? It lies entirely in your own breaſt ; 
* and if you conſent I ſhall be extremely grateful. 
Will it be refuſed? That too lies in your own 
* breaſt, I ſhall endure. it with reſignation, al- 
* though I am convinced I fhall fall a viclim 10 
« your dleciſiun. I wait your anſwer with confi- 


„ dence. May it be dictated by humanity !” 


His refuſal was abſolute. The ſentence of death 
was pronounced. Trongon-du-Coudray expired 
on the 4th Meſſidor, with that tranquillity which 
ever attends an unſullied conſcience, His ſtrong 
attachment to order, juſtice, and true liberty, the 
talents he diſplayed, and the projects he formed, 
proved that he would one day have rendered the 
moſt important ſeryices to his country. But, alas! 
his country has loſt him! Du Coudray was the 
ſecond victim ſacrificed in this wild and ſavage 
country to the revolution of the 18th Fructidor ! 

Bourdon de V'Oiſe died the fame day, and almoſt 
at the ſame hour. 


Willot, 


1 


Willott, Rovère, and Ramel, were ſucceſſively 


attacked with various diſorders. 

It was at this time that Pichegru, Barthelemy, 
Le Tellier, Willot, De la Rue, Aubry, Ramel, and 
Doſſonville, determined to fly from the fate to 
which both the climate and Jeannet's refuſal ſeemed 
to condemi thoſe who remained at Sinamary. Ac- 
cordingly, they entruſted themſelves to a very ſlen- 
der bark, in which they were fortunate enough to 
eſcape. 

At Sinamary they were, as it were, in the jaws 
of death, and nothing but a miracle could ſave 
them. Marbois and Rovere refuſed to join them 
in their flight. Laffond-Ladebat had from the 
firſt declared that he would not fly: for he fearcd 
the law of confiſcation might compromil: both the 
intereſt of his family and the property of his cre- 
ditors. To him, therefore, although in a ſtate of 
convaleſcence, the project was not communicated, 

Thus all the deported members of the Council 
of Elders remained at Sinamary, wailing in hopes 
that juſtice would one day demonſtrate the purity 
of their conduct: for they were reſolved not to 
ſacrifice the peace of their families to a few years of 
exiſtence, This generoſity, alas! coſt many of them 
their 
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their lives. Only two of them ſurvived their com- 

panions in misfortune; and theſe alſo will pro- 
bably ſoon fall a ſacritice to that murdcrous cli- 
mate, unleſs they ſhould be reſcued from the fangs 
of death, by changing at lcaſt the place of their 
baniſhment. 
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DESCRIPTION 
OF THE 


PRISONS OF ROCHEFORT. 
BY RICHER-SERTSY *. 


Germinal, in the Year vi. 


nh — No, you have not, like me, be- 
held that crowd of innocent victims, overwhelmed 
with mental and bodily ſufferings, linked together 
two by two, heaped together in carts, and daily 
dragged ſrom all parts of France to Rochefort, 
to be thence removed to ſuffer and to die in the 
impure atmoſphere of Cayenne! Tranſport your- 
ſelf then for a moment to the dungeons that yawn 
to reccive them. 

Imagine to yourlelf various damp apartments 
ſilty feet ſquare, cach of which contains two hun- 


dred of theſe unfortunate beings, whoſe numbers 


are daily and hourly increaſing. In, theſe dun- 
geons are impriſoned perſons of all ages from 
youth to decrepit old age. Their beds are matreſſes 
of oakum, two feet broad, ſpread on the ground, 


without ſheets or covering; and even of theſe the 


Editor of * L'Accufateur Publique,“ > paper remarkably 


bold and obnoxious to the Directory, * 


number 


1 

number not complete in proportion to the num- 
ber of priſoners, who are obliged to lie three upon 
a matreſs. Totally deſtitute of tables and chairs, 
the ground is the only place on which to repoſe 
their weary limbs, while four enormous tubs, 
placed at the corners of theſe apartments, fill the 
air with peſtilential effluvia. | 

In this horrid ſcene, innocence is forced to linger. 
To avoid total ſuffocation, theſe unfortunate beings 
crowd towards the window, to taſte the freſh air 
through the bars that deprive them of their liberty, 
Yet even this alleviation is not permitted, for the 
ſentinels, ſtationed at the airing place, fire on thoſe 
who raſhly advance their heads too far. Thus did 
a murderous ball lately kill an infirm and aged 
prieſt, who had paſſed his ſixticth year! 

When the clock ſtrikes eleven, the gates of the 
priſon arc opened, and the daily allowance of the 
priſoners brought in wooden pails by drunken, un- 
' feeling wretehes; conſiſting of ſea-biſcuit ſoaked in 
warm and greaſy water, a pound of hard black bread, 
ſome cow-beef half dreſſed and dragged through 
the dirt, which is cut into as many ounces as there 


are priſoners. Such is their allowance for a whole 
day, which is repeated every four-and-twenty 
5 hours. 


„ 0 
hours. You ſhudder at my tale! Learn from 
it the inexhauſtible patience, the unparalleled reſig- 
nation, of the'priſoners ! | 

I was preſent at the arrival of theſe infected ali- 
ments; and ſaw the Prieſts throw themſelves on 
their knees to bleſs and pray over them. This fight 
1s renewed every day at the hour when their 
religion preſcribes this duty. I was a witneſs to 
the melancholy confuſion of ſobs and prayers 
which every morning and evening, and during 
the filence of the night, re-echo through theſe 
miſerable vaults: the ſound of bolts and creak- 
ing hinges, and the hoarſe rough voice of jailers, 
which at intervals mingled with theſe noiſes, filled 
me with horror. At the ſame moment I beheld the 
beauteous violet and the tender bud of ſpring 
uniting round the bars in a ſmall garden adjoining to 
the priſon, and the little birds that came to perch 
beneath the opening leaf to ſing the ſong of li- 
berty and of pleaſure, in the preſence of men loaded 
with irons, and overflowing with the tears of 
wretchedneſs. This picture of life and of death, 
of ſlavery and of liberty, of happineſs and of de- 
ſpair, that beneficent Nature, who alike diſpenſes 
her boons in the priſons of Rochefort and the 
groves of the Luxemburg Palace, afforded both 

0 ta 
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to the heart and the eye the moſt afflictive of 
contraſts. 

If ſome of theſe unſortunate perſons ſink under 
their uncommon ſufferings, if at the approach of 
death they implore relief, ſo long a ſpace of time 
intervenes before that relief can poſſibly reach 
them, or the order is given, that the poor crea- 
tures may die a hundred times, while waiting for 
that which would have ſaved their lives. The 
order, however, at length arrives ; the phyſician 
ſeems only to be ſkilled in the art of torturing the 
ſoul. This hard-hearted brute, whoſe ſevere and | 
meagre countenance reſembles the bars of the pri- 
fon he viſits; this monſter, who is inſenſible to 
pity or to ſhame, and who has transformed his 
honourable and beneficent profeſſion into the bu- 
fineſs of an aſſaſſin, and treats the ſufferings of 
the priſoners with inſolent and brutal raillery, runs, 
in two ſhort minutes, through this abode of miſery, 
in the midſt of groans, of horror and deſpair. Nor is 
it until the agonies of death are upon them that 
he will grant the ſick an hoſpital bed. You 
t ſcem to ſuffer,” ſaid he to one of them: this 
« leg of yours is threatened with mortification ; 
« the air of Cayenne will do you good.“ You 
« yorhit blood,” faid he to another; © your 

« caſe 
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f * caſe requires deportation z your fever is very 
bad; but have patience, the ſhip is ready, and 
« you will fail within two days.” If by chance he is 


of humane cnough to feel their pulſe, his countenance 
5 and convulſive geſtures declare how much plea- 
h ſure he would have in breaking their limbs or dif- 
"0 ſecting their bodies. 

1 Thus do theſe unfortunate beings, who languiſh 
* for relief and conſolation, expire in the agonies of 
n aggravated horror, with the dreadful idea, that 
We they are about to leave behind them a wretched 
id ſamily and a blaſted memory; that their bodies 
* will be thrown with neglect and contempt into a 
to corner, and deprived of the laſt tribute of ten: 
FE derneſs and affection ; that their wives, their chil» 
_ dren, and their friends, ignorant of their fate, 
of will continue to pour forth prayers and vows for 
a their deliverance, long after the ſurgeon Vives 

ſhall have inſulted their aſhes by laughing at their 

o+ ſate. | 

* If a ſew of theſe unfortunate beings have ſaved 
_ ſome wrecks of their property, if they purchaſe, at 
* an exorbitant price, freſh air and more wholeſome 
_ food, it is true, they experience a momentary re- 
* lief from their torments, as long as its price is 
* within their reach; their means are, however, at 
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length exhauſted, lukewarm charity grows cold, 
and then, undermined by a long captivity, they 
will arrive at the place of their baniſhment, naked, 
and plundered of their laſt reſources, 

You will hardly ſuſpect, that the tools of power, 
thoſe proud republicans, thoſe mortal enemies to 
tyranny, forgetting that they are the paſſive and 
criminal inſtruments of arbitrary violence, that the 
victims they are employed to torture are innocent, 
that ſhame and puniſhment would be the reward 
of their murderous complaiſance, if the conſtitu- 
tion reſumed its vigour, can experience either 
pleaſure or profit from rendering this infernal 
ſyſtem ſtill more cruel and oppreſſive ; that through 
fear of loſing a place which has ſo many compe- 
& titors, or, like faithful dogs fawning for an ex- 
pected bone, they ſhould pay their court by in- 
flicting miſeries on the juſt, or find a pleaſure in 
being ſerocious, while their maſters only require of 
them to be their ſubmiſſive ſlaves ! 

'Tis in this den of miſery, whence hope itſelf is 
baniſhed, that every one who is deported, that is, 
every one who has the misfortune to have diſ- 
pleaſed the government or ſome municipal agent, 


a ſecretary of a commune, a juſtice of peace, a 
contractor, a miſtreſs, or a ſervant, is condemned 
| to 
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to linger. Here perſons accuſed of emigration, 
whoſe names have been three or four times eraſed 
from the liſt, a favour for which they paid exorbi- 
tantly, though they never had quitted their country, 
their town, or even, perhaps, their houſe; here 
miniſters of the Catholic religion, worthy curates 
and venerable vicars, who have grown old in un- 
ſhaken faith and unſullied ſimplicity, and ſtrangers 
to every idea of poktical intrigue ; whoſe only 
errors are thoſe of a ſcrupulous, conſcious, and 
uncorruptible integrity, are abandoned, without the 
ſmalleſt hope or reſource, to the moſt affliclive 
feelings that can torture a heart which crimes have 
never degraded. Here innocence, ſtruggling amid 
the convulſions of deſpair, appeals in vain to the 
laws, cries aloud for a declaration of her crimes ;— 
but, alas! prayers, groans, and deſpair, are all in 
vain | they are fatcd to be ſwallowed up in the 
iſland of Cayenne, there to periſh on a land of 
exile; for the irrevocable order of deportation is to 
them a certain warrant of death. If this is not the 
fact, ſay, tyrants, would ye have deported them? 

Ye to whoſe hearts ſenſibility is dear! ye who 
read theſe pages with a figh of ſympathetic 
horror! will believe, perhaps, that even while I 


am painting facts in feeble colours, my affrighted 


imagina- 
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imagination, grown wild with the contemplation 
of cruelty and misfortune, is ſtill exaggerating 
beyond the truth; but liſten to the facts I ſhall 
relate, 

I was preſent when two old men were brought 
in, the younger of whom, who had an ulcer in his 
leg, was ſeventy-ſix years old; the elder, who was 
blind and deaf, was in his eighty-third year: they 
were deported as diſturbers of the public peace. Sol- 
diers of the Gendarmerie, or rather a cruel banditti *, 
a diſgrace to the dreſs they wear, and who traffic in 
deportation, becauſe theſc two old men were unable 
to give them a louis-d'or which they demanded, 
bound their enfcebled and fleſhleſs arms, while they 
ſhed an unwilling and a lingering tear from their 
aged eyes, and let it ſall upon their ſetters. 

I have beheld a woman ſeventy-five years of age 
(Madame de Marſac) dragged from Bourdeaux to 
Rochefort in a heavy and chilling rain, where ſhe 
arrived deſtitute of clothes, of linen, of bread, of 
friends, and of every means of ſubſiſtence; for the 
revolution had devoured them all. Unfortunate 


#* This accuſation does not attach to the Gendarmerie in gene- 
ral; for although that body contains ſome atrocious villains, it 
alſo abounds with brave ſoldiers, whoſe hearts recoil at the office 
they are condemned to diſcharge, and who combine probity and 
humanity with the rigours of their employment. 


woman |! 
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woman! ſhe had, alas! ſurvived her family, and 


ſtood alone in the world; her dog only remained; 
he lay upon her knees, and ſhe preſſed him in her 
arms : this poor little animal, this faithful friend of 
her misfortunes, returned her careſſes, and ſeemed 
to participate in her miſery : what barbarian would 
have deſired to ſeparate them? the ſavages deſtroyed 
him! | 

J have beheld a whole family of peaſants in the 
moſt dreadful ſtate of privation ; a father, his two 
ſons, and two daughters, who had fled from the 
murderous knife of Le Bon: they were deported 
as dangerous perſons ! 

I have beheld women, who were models of con- 
jugal affection, holding their infant children to 
their breaſts, which grief and miſery had dried up, 
and living on charity, traverſe France to follow 
their huſbands into baniſhment ! 

I have beheld, in the ſeverity of winter, in the 
month of January, Gibert Deſmolieres, a Repre- 


ſentative of the People, and conſiderably advanced 


in years, dragged from Paris to Rochefort in a 
cart. This worthy man ſuffered his misfortunes 
with perfect tranquillity, weeping only for thoſe of 
his mother; a mother in extreme old age, of whom 
he was the only ſupport ; a mother whom he moſt 

4 tenderly 
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tenderly loved, a mother from whom he had never 
been ſeparated, and who will die far from her 
baniſhed ſon, deprived of his ſupport, and of the 
laſt offices of filial affe&tion ! | 

Perlet, Jardin, and Langlois “, accompanied 
him. Langlois, who was an intereſting young man, 
_ alike diſtinguiſhed for his talents, his virtues, and 
| his bravery, had an opportunity of eſcaping during 
the journey, Several kind and zealous friends 
were ready to reſcue him at Rambouillet ; but he 
offered, however, this privilege to Gibert ; “ And 
« what,” replicd that Deputy, © will then become 
of my mother? Tis true J may eſcape, but the 
« wreck of my property will be ſeized, and ſhe 
4c will die in wretchednefs.” In this ſtruggle of 
generoſity, Langlois, who was languiſhing under 
a diſorder of the ſtomach, and vomited blood pro- 
ſuſely, refuſed the relief offered by friendſhip, and 
would have ſhared the fate of Gibert. I took him 
away, however, and thus reſcued .him from his 
murderers and from death. 

Laſtly, for I can hold no longer this mournſul 
pallet, whoſe colours are inexhauſtible, I have. be- 
hcld——but my tortured heart almoſt refuſes to 


* He was editor of a newſpaper, inimical to the Directory. 
| purſue 
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purſue the narration. It was ſeven in the evening! 
the priſon-gate opened, and I beheld a man 
who lay acroſs a horſe bound hand and foot, while 
the ſoldier who accompanied him, told the 
horror ſtruck ſpectators that his priſoner was a 
drunken fellow, who could not fit his horſe. At 
length he was taken off, and carried into the priſon, 
I followed him, and touched his pale cold fore- 
head; I endeavoured to recall his ſenſes by 
means of falts—but, alas! he was dead * ! And 'tis 
at the cloſe of the eighteenth century, this century 
diſtinguiſhed for its humanity and civilization, 
that I have ſeen a lifeleſs corpſe entered on the 
books of a jailor ! ! ! 

Even at the time when 1 am thus pouring forth 
the horrors of an afflicted heart, I am informed 
that a veſſel had received into her hold a part of theſe 
unfortunate beings, to the number of two hundred, 
where, crowded and preſſed againſt each other in 
this gulf of inſection, the greater part of them, ſink- 
ing under peſtilential diſorders, will, doubtleſs, 
never arrive at their deſtined place of baniſhment. 


* This unfortunate being was in the priſon of Muron, or 
Muren, a commune five agues diſtant from Rochefort. The 


juſtice of peace, who delivered a dying perſon to the gendarmep 
to convey to Rochefort, will ſurely, if there are laws in France, 


be one day puniſhed for this atrocious crime. 
P I arm 
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I am informed that, at the time of their getting 
out to ſea, they were attacked by the Engliſh, who 
are maſters of our coaſt; and the ſhip being diſ- 
maſted in the conteſt, the water entering on every 
fide, ſhe was obliged to take refuge in the port, 
where ſhe retained her dying priſoners in her 
damaged and leaky hold; and that another veſſel, 
after their paſſing a month in this dreadful cavern, 
had juſt received them on board, to depart a ſecond 
time, and convey them to the land of deportation. 
Thus caſt off by France, again repulſed by the Eng- 
liſh, and forced back upon our coaſt, driven to and fro 
like the waves of the dreadful element that hears 
them, imagine the deſpair of theſe unhappy beings, 
panting again to preſs the beloved ſhores of their 
country, though but again to be driven into baniſh- 
ment. 

To you, dear and ſacred victims of the ferocious 
Robeſpierre, if, on the other ſide the grave, your 
virtuous ſouls ſtill thrill with compaſſion: for our 
miſeries, to you I appeal, and demand whether ye 
regret the-ſacrifice of life, or that ſhort and ſudden 
pang which inſtantly put a period to your tor- 
ments, torments leſs dreadful than thoſe inflicted 
on the ſoul, than the tedious and lingering convul- 
fions of deſpair, or that perpetual agony of horror 

which 
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which renders the anguiſh of death, as it were, 
cternal, while it denies the undiſturbed repoſe of 
the grave. Yet a little while, and even Robeſpierre 
will ſeem to have had a ſcrupulonſly kind and 
feeling heart; for thoſe who, after nine years of 
revolution and of experience, ſtill inflict ſuch 
horrors, and exerciſe ſuch tyranny, are at once 
more criminal, and their crimes leſs ſuſceptible of 
extenuation. WE 

Calviniſts, Lutherans, Theophilanthropiſts, wor- 
ſhippers of Mithra, or of Moſes! whatever be 
your religious opinions, or your diverfified fyſtems 
of worſhip, they all enjoin the practice of hu- 
manity, mercy, the love of your neighbqur, and 
even the love of your enemies. Tis on this grand, 
this univerſal baſis, that all the religions of the 
carth are built. And you, my fellow-citizens of 
France! ſay, is there one of you who may 
not view the arbitrary deportation of theſe unfor- 
tunate men as threatening himſelf with the ſame 
fate to-morrow ? 

Hodie mihi, cras tibi. 

Surely there exiſts not an inhabitant of France 

but would ſhudder at being thus inſtantly torn by 


the caprice of a wanton calumniator from his wife, 
his children, his country, and his fortunes, and 
| 1 2 robbed 
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robbed of every thing that is dear to him. O yield, 
then, to the dictates of your common intereſts, 
and forget your hatreds and mutual animoſities ; 
for to defend the cauſe of theſe victims of miſery, 
is but to plead in behalf of the nation at large, 
Generals, Legiſlators, Judges, Directors, men of 
every party, and of every rank and condition, O 
liſten to my voice. Your ſafety and ſelt- pre- 
ſervation is inſeparable from theirs: your acqui- 
eſcence in their fate would render you reſponſible 
for theſe atrocious meaſures to every future age, 
Yes; it would bring upon your own heads the 
horror with which theſe arbitrary acts will fill the 
ſouls of your children, and which your cowardice 
and weakneſs will encourage. 


(Signed) RICHER-SERISY. 
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NARRATIVE OF EVENTS 


THAT TOOK PLACE AT GUIANA SUBSEQUENT 
TO THE ESCAPE OF THE EIGHT EXILES, 


VP TO THE 29 VENTOSE IN THE YEAR VII. 


Tur commandant of Sinamary loaded the pri- 
ſoners who remained in his power with new inſults 
and additional ſeverity ; he alto rendered thcir con- 
finement more rigorous, and ſeemed, as it were, de- 
termined to puniſh them for not having taken to 
flight. It was long before they had any news of 
their friends. A month after their eſcape ſome ſol- 
diers reported that the canoc in which they had em- 
barked, had been fallen in with at ſea by a priva- 
tcer belonging to the colony, which had ſunk it; 
and e that none of the ſugitives eſcaped. 
Thus the unfortunate priſoners poured ſorth in 
aggravated captivity the tears of friendſhip and of 
grief over the fate of their hapleſs companions. 
The object of this falſe report, which was ſpread 
over the whole colony, was to deter the remaining 
priſoners from all ideas of attempting a ſimilar 
eſcape, and to add to the ſufferings they endured, 


About this time Jeanuct received inſtructions 
5 from 


0 


ſrom the Directory, ſomewhat more humane and 
moderate than the preceding, which were written 
by the ferocious Reubell ; and the orders given to 
increaſe the rigour of the confinement of the re- 
maining priſoners were now revoked. 

On the 19th Prairial, the ſrigate La Decade ar. 
rived in Cayenne- road with 193 other deported per- 
ſons; among hom were two members of the Coun- 
eil of Five Hundred, namely Gibert-Deſmoliercs 
and Job- Aime, ſome Emigrants, a great number of 
Prieſts, ſome refractory, others recanting, and ſome 
who had taken the oaths; and laſtly, ſome perſons 
who had been condemned to imprifonment for vio- 
lations of the criminal code, The ſituation of theſe 
exiles at the time of their arrival was dreadful, 
| Noue of them indeed had died during the paſfage ; 
but they bad all fuſfered cruelly, and the greater 
number were in the moſt perfect iudigence, and 
almoſt naked; while biſcuit, devoured by vermin, 


/ | gourganne beans, and bad water, were the only 


nouriſhment of the aged and the infirm, who were 
ſinking under their oppreſſions. 

Upon their arrival, the inhabitants of Guiana 
again gave the moſt ſtriking proofs of their kind- 
nels and hoſpitality, Many of theſe ſtrangers were 
teccived at various plantations which were gene- 

rouſſy 
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rouſly offered them as an aſylum; and a negro 
woman who poſſeſſed a ſimall plantation in the 
diſtrict of Sinamary, and who has ſeven young chil- 
dren in her houſe, eagerly offered to receive one of 
the prieſts, 

The inſtructions the Agent had received, in con- 
ſequence of the remonſtrances preſented by the fa- 
milies of the perſons firſt deported, -enjoined him 
to permit them to ſettle in whatever part of Guiana 
they might chooſe, except the iſland of Cayenne. 
In compliance with theſe inſtructions the Agent pub- 
liched an order dated the 3oth Prairial. (See Ap» 
pendix, No. II.) 

This order laid ſeveral reſtrictions on the liberty 
of the deported, and reſerved to the Agent an arbi- 


trary power over the eſtabliſhments they might 
make. 


Another order, dated 10 Prairial, granted them a 
continuation of their allowances till the 22d Bru- 
maire. (See Appendix, No. III.) 

On the roth Thermidor, La Vilheurnois, who left 
France in the moſt vigorous ſtate of health, termi- 
nated his career of life. He had been tried by a 
military commiſſion nominated by the Directory, 
and condemned to a year of impriſonment. Yet 
without ſurther trial or change of ſentence, and 


merely 


( 222 } 
merely to make the public believe he had been cou- 
nected with the members of the Legiſlative Body 
included in the law of the 19th Fructidor, he was 
deported as well as Brothier, who, like himſelf, was 


| accuſed of being an agent of the brother of Louis 
XVI. Duverne de Preſle, or Dunan, who was 
included in the ſame accuſation, had alone been ex- 
cepted, in conſequence of the declarations upon 
which the pretended conſpirators of the 18th Fruc- 
tidor, were denounced to the Legiſlative Body; 
though not till that body had been moſt groſsly out- 
raged. La Vilheurnois, throughout his misfortunes, 
maintained a firm and invariable fortitude, At the 
hoſpital of Cayenne he was compelled to lic in the 
very bed whore the deteſted Collot d'Herbois had 
died, He was much diſſatisfied with Brothier, and 
had frequently ſo expreſſed himſelf to him, but was 
deſirous to be reconciled, before he died; and hav- 
ing received from the Abbe's hands the laſt ſpiritual 
comforts, he expired in his arms, pouring forth yows 
for the re- eſtabliſnment of the Monarchy. 

As ſoon as a few carbets, or huts formed of 
hurdles and turf, and covered with thatch or leaves 
of trees, were conſtructed ; eighty of the deported 
were conducted to Conanama; that is, all thoſe 
who had not yet procured ſettlements, This place 

| | having 
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having no ſurgeon, the ſurgeon of Iracombo, which 


is three long leagues diſtant, received orders to go 


thither four times per month. 

Scveral of theſe unfortunate perſons were robbed 
on the. road, and moſt of them had no other bed 
than the ground, when they arrived at their carbets ; 
the ſoil being very damp, and chiefly conſiſting of 
a muddy moraſs. * 1 have ſcen Indians,” ſaid 
one of them in a letter to a friend ; “ yes, I have 
« ſeen men whom we call ſavages, ſhudder at theſe 
& dreadful ſcenes, which they aſſured me inſpired 
„ them with horror, I have ſecn the Captain of 
* the Indians of Iracombo, who worked together 
with his men in preparing theſe carbets, ſhed tears 
over our misfortunes, and expreſs the flrongeſt 
© indignation againſt the authors of our miſeries “.“ 

The quiet and peaceful ſettlers were obliged to 
crowd together to the number of twenty or twen- 
ty-five in one carbet, to avoid being conſounded 
with miſcreants who threatened them with deſtruc- 
tion, and were watching to plunder them of their 
laſt remaining clothes. This kind of diſorder 
ſoon broke out, and three or four of theſe miſ- 


„ Theſe I idians and thoſe of Sinamary were compelled: to 
© work at the carbets, after which they were referred to Cayenne 


for payment.“ 
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ercants were accuſed, one of a robbery committed 
in a neighbouring plantation, and the reſt of a 
conſpiracy to ſet fire to the carbets. Of four of 
them who were conducted to Sinamary, one was 
acquitted and ſent back to Conanama, and the 
reſt conveyed to Cayenne to take their trials, He 
that was accuſed of robbery was impriſoned at 
Conanama; and although his guilt was not proved 
by any witneſs whatever, the engineer whocommands 
the military force, and who was the perſon that had, 
in the month of Frimaire, formed the plan of this 
eſtabliſhment, and ſuperintended the execution of 
it, threatened the priſoner that he ſhould be ſhot 
at fix o'clock in the afternoon, unleſs he confeſſed 
his crime in the courſe of the day. The poor 
wretch, however, broke out of priſon, and after 
wandering two or three days in the woods, was met 
with and arreſted, almoſt in a dying ſlate, in the 
neighbourhood of Sinamary, He was ſent to the 
hoſpital, where he died two or three days after, 

He that was acquitted before the juſtice of peace 
at Sinamary, and ſent back to Conanama, was 
conveyed to Cayenne as a ſuſpicious perſon, by or- 
der of the Engineer Prevoſt. Thus it is that juſtice 
is adminiſtered in the name of the republic! 

Rovere 
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Rovere was beginning to recover ſrom a long 
and ſevere illneſs, when he received intelligence 
of the noble and generous ſtep of his affectionate 
wife, who informed him ſhe was about to embark 
on board the Medea, with her two infant children, 
to ſhare his fate, and, if poſſible, to alleviate his 
misfortunes. The firſt effe& of this news, and the 
fears and anxicties to which it gave birth, cauſed 
a new relapſe. His mind and body, however, 
ſeemed both te animated, and he applied himſelf 
to forming and executing a plan of ſettling him- 
ſelf, together with his family, in a plantation of 
which he had an offer, in the neighbourhood of 
Cayenne, To accompliſh this, however, it was 
neceſſary to conform to the regulations of the zoth 
Prairial; and ſome informalities in his demand re- 
tarded the conſignments he expected, at which he 
was ſo greatly alarmed, that his fever returned, ac- 
companicd with the moſt dangerous ſymptoms. 

At length, however, he received the requiſite 
documents, and, notwithſtanding his extreme de- 


bility, and the oppoſition of the ſurgeon, and 


notwithſtanding death ſeemed already to hang over 
him, he embarked on the 15th Fructidor for 
Cayenne, though it was neceſſary to carry him in. 
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a hammock from his bed to the ſchooner that was 
to convey him thither. | 

He had ſcarcely got out to ſea before he had a 
moſt violent attack of fever in the night, and be- 
came quite delirious, This circumſtance, added to 
the roughneſs of the ſea, obliged the captain to 
return to Sinamary, where he landed on the 17th. 
Rovere was diſembarked in a dying ſtate, ſcarcely 
able to move a limb, and was even hoiſted up and 
carried on ſhore in a hammock : he could not, 
however, be brought back to the houſe he before 
inhabited, as he had very great cauſe of complaint 
againſt the unſecling ingratitude he had there 
expericnced. One of the inhabitants, therefore, 
whoſe heart was more generous and ſympathetic 
than that of his former hoſt, although burdened 
with a large family and a fick houſe, offered to 
receive him. To his houſe he was carried almoſt 
in the agonies of death. The ſurgeon paid him 
every attention; but all his cares were in vain ; 
and after ſuffering a confiderable time, he died at 
three in the morning on the 2 5th Fructidor. 

It is impoſſible to pourtray the long and compli- 
cated ſufferings he endured. The apprehenſion 
of his wife and children arriving in the midſt of 
theſe ſcenes of ſickneſs and of death continually 


haraſſed 
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haraſſed his mind, and he died calling upon 
their names, and imagining he was claſping them 
in his arms. - 

And here let me pay a tribute of reſpect and 
admiration to the kind-hearted and hoſpitable inha- 
bitant who received him beneath his roof, This 
worthy man is one of the ſmall number of Ger- 
mans who ſurvived the dreadful mortality that 
befel the planters, whoſe ſettlement was intruſted 
to the Chevalier Turgols at Chanvallon. After 
thirty-four years of labour, he had acquired a cer- 
tain degree of affluence, when the new ſyſtem 
adopted for the regulation of the colonies ruined 
his fortune and deſtroyed all his hopes. The ill- 
neſs of his wife and children increaſed ſtill further 
his calamities ; yet notwithſtanding theſe afflictions, 
every one of the deported who was ſituated in his 
diſtrict experienced his beneficence and humanity. 


The name of this worthy man, who is keeper of 


the ſtores at Sinamary, is Morgenſtern. 

Eight of the newly deported perſons took up 
their abode in a ſmall room which they hired at 
Sinamary. On the 15th Fructidor fix of them 
were in the hoſpital, and the other two ill of fevers; 
and on the 2oth two of thoſe who were at the hoſ- 
pital died; one of theſe was D*'Havelange, a re- 

| ſpectable 
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ſpectable old man, who had formerly been a 
Rector at the univerſity of Louvain. 

On the gth Fructidor, the Agent, totally diſre- 
garding his former orders, by which he had pro- 
miſed the perſons firſt deported their lodging and 
allowance of ſood till the 22d of Brumaire, wrote 
to the Commillary that theſe indulgences ſhould 
ceaſe on the 1ſt of Vendemiaire, at the ſame time 
ordering him to ſend to Conanama on the 25th 
Fructidor, thoſe of the ſixteen deported perſons, 
who were unable to ſettle themſelves agreeably to 
the regulations of his order of the zoth Prairial. 
Thus was the permiſſion to ſettle, which had 
been ſo frequently conteſted and reſtrained, and 
which the Miniſter of Marine had at length 
granted, ſuddenly changed into a poſitive com- 
mand to ſettle and to become a planter without 
the means of cultivation; or to commence mer- 
chant without being allowed to go to the only 
port which commerce could frequent, It was 
neceſſary, however, to chooſe one of theſe alter- 
natives, or be cruelly conducted by a military force 
to the carbets of Conanama, 

This diſtrict is ſituated between Sinamary and 


Iracombo, in a ſavanna that is ſurrounded by 
extenſive moraſſes, which render this ſpot ſtill 
more 
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more unwholeſome than Sinamary ; and thoſe who 
had languiſhed during ſo long a period in theſe 
| horrid deſerts, and had beheld their friends periſh 
through the effects of the peſtilential air of Sina- 
mary, had no ſooner become ſeaſoned to that dread- 
ful climate, than they were again obliged to change 
their ſituation: the Agent having inhumanly ordered 
them to be removed to this new grave of the 
human race at Conanama. 

However incapable they might be to devote 
themſelves to agriculture and commerce, whatever 
other arrangements they might have made, yet 
even were they ſick, were they in the agonies of 
death, ſtill they muſt conform to the equally ſingu- 
lar and arbitrary regulations of that order, (See 
Appendix, No. IV.) It arrived at Sinamary at a 
time when Brothier was juſt recovering from a 
ſevere ſever; hence it had a cruel effect upon his 
health ; for, having paſſed almoſt all his life in the 
ſtudy of mathematics and of literature, nothing 
could be more foreign to his habits than agricul- 
tural or commercial purſuits. On the 15th Fruc- 
tidor he had been ſo active in aſſiſting Rovere to 
embark, and expoſed himſelf fo much to the burn- 
ing heat of the ſun, as to cauſe a further relapſe of 
his diſorder; he had hired a ſmall lodging, and 

3 had 
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nad addreſſed to the e adminiſiration 
a demand of a ſettlement. Some inſormalitics, 


however, cauſed: it to be returned; and as this 
anſwer dich not reach him till the aoth Fructidor, | 


at a time when he was in a ſtate of extreme debi- 
lity, it cauſed ſo great a depreſſion of his ſpirits, 
that he conceived it was intended he ſhould: die at 
Conanama: thus his fever increaſing, aſſumed 


the moſt alarming appcarance, and he died at ten 


in the morning of the-26th Fructidor. 

The death of Brothier will deprive ala. of 
various works which he intended to have publiſhed 
ſrom the manuſcripts of his uncle, and among 
.others; an edition of Pliny, the notes on which 
alone would have been highly important to thoſe 
who are deſirous of comparing the knowledge of 
the ancients, relative to natural Nauen, with that 
of the moderns. 


We have learnt, * * up to the Gelen ts time, of 


the newly deported perſns 4 
à have died at Apronayacy ,.., 14 od 
96 opens nnd heal ft clay, 0 an 
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29 in the ſpace of twenty-five days. 
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| #66 are Gok/at/Conanama, 1.111117 07 11111 MW 
s at Sinamary, and n ba a/ 
, 20 at the leaſt in various other nd of * 
The daily allowance of all thoſe om the 
humanity oſ the inhabitants bas received into their 
houſes has been ſuppreſſed; nor are theſe indivi- 
| duals permitted to receive any aſſiſtance ae * 
| pat meth n e | 
* The ſurgeon of the aillnet of . abit 
| his duty although ill himſelf, with a zeal and 
activity that deſerve the gratitude of all the exiles ; 
but the moſt eſſential medicines arc refuſWto be 
ſent him from Cayenne, and he is often reduced;to 
the painful neceflity of ſeeing his patients die, 
through not having it in his power to * 
the medicines their caſes require. 5 
The Agent has written to the * * giving 
a brilliant picture of the dondition of moſt oſ the 
5 deported perſans who hay@dctiled in the colony, 
and who are forced to mak&fiftitious arrangements 
both in agriculture and in commerce; ſor What 
ſpecies of commerce or of cltivation! of the earth 
can men, without the means of either, and in a 
ſick or dying tate, purſue ? \ 
 Billaud-Varennes, however, has re 
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1 lately left Sinamary to tettle im che- dirt of | 
Makouria; and it is geported in the colonyy that 
he receives ſupplies from Victor Hugues chile - 
infirm ad wretched prieſts, bending under the 
weight of years, and victims to religious perſecu- 
tion, are rejected by the hoſpital of the colony, 
and leſt to die without relief in a burning and in- 
ſectious climate. One of theſe, a man ſixty years 
of age, afflicted with a hernia, was brought to 
Rochefort in great pain. His age and illggſs ought 
to have exempted him from | deportatiori; and he 
the enforcing of the law. But he was 
with ſavage deriſion: © You may de- 
«mand it from the Commandant of Cayenne, 
„her you ſhall arrive there.” There at length 
he arrived, but in ſuch a fiate as it was impoſſible 
to behold without tears; yet thence he was re- | 
moved without pity tay Conanama, where he was 
on the point of expirithy, when the ſurgeon of Ira- 
eombo, whoſe heart was affected by his misfortunes, 
offered him 0 and reſcued him from the 
"on of death. * 


* 


Tho 1 foregoing ume is as 
follows: * 

Fluſt, That vf the . vam — on 
board thy/torveite La Vaillante, eight yemained at 
2&1] * Sinamary; 


* 
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men r Accu - 
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Linamary ; and of theſe eight, fix died in * 


| | | Jay ten months and four days ; namely, 


- +Murinais' on the 25th Frimaire, in the year vi, 


Tlrongon-du-Coudray on the 4th Meffüler. 


La Vilheurnois on the toth Thermido t 
Bourdon de l'Oiſe the ſame day. 


Rovère on the 25th Fructido . 


 Brothier on- the a6th Fructidor. 


And that only two of theſe eight are Mill alive; 
namely, Marbois and 'Laffond and even 
the former of theſe was as attacked wi a fever cighs a 


teen days ago. 


Ts the mortality of that: deported pills tar 
the whole year is in the proportion of ſeven ind 


two tenths to eight, or ſeventy-two to cightyg that 


is, according to this proportion, the whole number 
ſhould be extinct in fourteen months. 

It muſt be further obſexyed, that eight of the 
deported perſons reſcued. themſelves from death 
about five months ago; and that it is at leaſt pro- 
bable ſome of theſe alſo would have died, had they 
remained at Sinamary, 7 th 
diy. That of the five deported members of the 
Council of Eldengighree are now no more, Theſe 
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ation, or trial; they have left mas 2 
heinous crime to atone for | 
3dly. That only one member of the Council of 
Five Hundred remained at Sinamary ; and he alſo 


has fallen. It is for' his friends to * their 
motives ſor ſacrificing him. 


4thly. That of two agents of royaliſin, dme 


tried and condemned to impriſonment in France, 


and who were d 
and in © 
is now alive? | 
sthly. That of the . and ninety - three 
perſons deported on board the frigate La Decade, 
twenty - nine died in leſs than a month, and at leaſt 
eightygfive are dangerouſly ill, and deprived of 
every ſpecies of relief. | 

| In what nation of uncivilized ſavages or ferocious 
barbarians have men an idea of arbitrarily con- 
demning, without trial or accuſation, members of 
the political aſſociation to ſuch a ſpecies of puniſh- 
ment and of torture? Yet of theſe victims of 
injuſtice the ſurvivors are doubtleſs the moſt 
miſerable, They have almoſt daily witneſſed 
ide dying groans of their companions in misſor- 
1 and are haunted with the phantom of a 


A . painful 


* 


orted without any, farther trial, 
their acual ſentence, neither 
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painful and Janguiſhing death on the ſavage coaſt 
of a diſtant country, far from their native homes, 
from their families, and from their friends. 

On this horrid picture we ſhall make no reflec- 
tions. It is to the juſtice and humanity of the French 
nation that it is ſubmitted. | 


Dated Guiana, the gth Vendémiaire, in the 
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M. F. OF CAYENNE, T0 HIS COUSIN MADAME 
DE N.. 


* | 
Cayenne, the 24th Ventoſe, 
Cy in the Year vii. 

. — atk me, my FRO Couſin, for yy of 
the deported, and eſpecially of the ſriend in whoſe 
favour you have fo warmly written to me. His 
eſcape, and that of moſt of his companions in 
misſort 
months ago. I was happy enough to be of ſome 
ſervice to him during his ſtay at Sinamary; and it 
was perhaps through my advice that he ſo ſpeedily 
reſolved on flying from this ſcene of horror and of 
death,” 

In quitting this colony, the exiles were expoſed 
to the greateſt dangers, Providence, however, , 
watched qygr them ; and in a mere fiſhing-boat, 
th almoſt miraculous good fortune, they arrived, 


, muſt already be known to you ſeveral 


Aster experiencing the. ſevereſt ſufferings, in the 
territories of the neighbouring Dutch colony. 
4 Moſt 
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- Moſt of thoſe who remained behind have long. 
ceaſed to exiſt. Their only ſurvivors are, Barbé- 
Marbois and Laffond-Ladebat, who perhaps are 
only reſerved for ſtill more cruel hardſhips. * 
Jeannet is no longer Commiſſary of the Govern- 
ment at Cayenne; and the tyranny of his ſucceſfor 
is ſo great, that we are almoſt compelled to regret 
his removal. We are continually told that it can- 
not continue long; but in the mean while we lin- 
ger, as it were, in a tedious ſtate of depreſfion and 
ſickneſs, in which the evils the patient endures 
while waiting for the remedy are dreadfal. Ah, 
my dear Coufin ! you complain of your ſufferings in 
France : © You ſigh, you ſay, ** for the time when 
«you will return to the colony!“ while I would 
give the world never to have leſt the continent of 
Europe. The picture we arè every day compelled to 
contemplate is too horrid for us to ſuppoſe you can 
be more wretched, You know, it is true, that unſor- 
tunate perſons exiſt, but you are not eye-witneſſes 


ol their ſufferings; and it is evident, the evils eu- 


dured by others affect us leſs in proportion to tlie 
difiance of the ſcene, Yes, my dear Coufin, I 
cannot but cheriſh a belief that men would be leſs 
depraved were the mirror of truth conſtantly held 
uß before their eyes, to ſhow them all the hideous 

TY deformity 
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deformity of vice; and the cruelleſt enemy of tho 
deported would put a period to his vengeance, were 
he compelled to be the eye - witneſs of their miſery: 
ſor the mete beholding his victims would fill his 
foul with remorſe and horror. 

A great number of other deported perſons have 
arrived fince my laſt at Guiana, chiefly conſiſting 
of eceleſiaſties; among whom are two new depu- 
ties, Aimé and Gibert-Deſmolitres. But the inha- 
bitants of Cayenne, who, though poor, are humane 

4 and hoſpitable, have the mortification to be unable 
to afford relief to all theſe poor unfortunatgpeople, 
moſt of whom, totally deſtitute of all things, and 
ſinking beneath ſickneFand infirmity, are waiting, 

as it were, for the ſiroke of death, which ſeems 
ready to fall upon their heads, 

In vain have the planters ſolicited permiſſion ſor 
them to ſettle in the plantations in the neighbour- 
hood of the town ; in vain did I offer to be ſecurity 
for two venerable old men, who, as I foreſaw, 


; could not ſurvive their removal to Conanama, and 
whoſe bodies are now laid in the tomb. Neither | 
our repreſentations nor our prayers could prevail 

with the cruel-hearted man who governs us; aud 
thus their deſtruction was inevitable, All of. them 
are placed in the moſt , unwholeſome parts w 

| | Guiana, 
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Guiana, At Sinamary, "though a horrid place, 
. life may ſtill continue to linger for,a time: de- 


ſtruction was there too tardy in devouripg her 
prey; and thereſore it was reſolved to bury them, 


as it were, alive at Kourou, Conanama, and other 
remote diſtricts. And to theſe wild and nearly de- 


ſert ſpots they are confined, where their only pro- 


ſpect is miſerably to die in wretchedneſs and want, 
Every inhabitant of the colony ſhudders at theſe 
horrors; but, alas! we ſhall not long have to be- 
wail the actual ſufferings of theſe unfortunate be- 
ings, who are ſo cruelly. ſacrificed ! for the earth 
ſeems each day to yawn beneath their fect, and the 


extinction of their laſt ſurvivor will ſoon alleviate 


our ſympathetic afflictions. 

Job-Aime and Gibert-Deſmolieres have, how- 
ever, obtained permiſſion to ſettle near the towg. 
But will the tyrant always be equally well difpoſed 
toward them? His conduct to Laffond-Ladẽbat 
and Marbois proves, that no reliance can be placed 


on this capricious and cruel proconſul ; for, fearing - 


they might be carried off by the Engliſh from the 
coaſt of Sinamary, he thought fit, on the 25th Ni- 
voſe laſt, to have them brought over burning ſands 
to — where, though they arrived in very 

> bad 
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bad ſtate of health, they were, in conformity to 
his orders, lodged in a cockloſt at the hoſpital, 
Being however perſuaded the Agent was diſpoſed 
to grant them another plantation, they eagerly in- 
dulged that expectation, and wrote him a letter, 
which I ſhall firſt copy, and then relate the conle- 
quences that enſued. 


Laffmmd-Ladtbat and Barbe-Marbois 10 the Special 
Agent from the Executive Direfory in French 
Guiana. | 


« Hoſpital at Cayenne, the 14th Ventoſe, 
| in the Year vit. 


“Citizen Agent, 

« Tf it is your intention to put an end to our 
«preſent impriſonment, which has continued from 
the 25th Nivoſe, we requeſt your permiſſion 
« to ſettle in. the plantation called L'Armorique. 
« We have feen all our companions in misfortune 
% ſucceſſively periſh, and it is our wiſh that we 
«© may not be ſeparated. The illneſſes we have 
«© experienced, and the debilitated ſtate of Mar- 
bois, which has been increaſed by our unforcſcen 
” voyage from Sinamary to Cayenne, and the fear 
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Hof relapſes, which are peculiarly dangerous in 
his climate, render it neceſſary that we ſhould be 


* near Cayenne, in order to be within reach of the 


© medical and other aſſiſtance it affords, Citizen 
„ PR⁰α will be our ſecurity, ſhould a regard to 


- our own characters and intereſts appear to you 


* inſufhcient pledges, We alſo requeſt, Citizen 
& Agent, that this commillion commence only 
* from the 1ſt Germinal next, a delay which is 
* indiſpenſably neceſſary for the removal of our 
« effects from Sinamary. Ve have the honour to 
& ſalute you *, | 


(Signed) © LarFOND-LADEBAT, 


© BAAUBE-MAR BOIS 


When the Agent peruſed this petition, he imme- 
diately flew into a violent paſſion. The omiſſion 
of the words * Health and reſpect“ (Salut et 
reſpect) at the concluſion of the letter, was an 
outrage which it would have been a violation of 


his character to leave unpuniſhed ; he even carried 


| * 

* Nous avons Vhonneur de baut ſaluer, was formerly a common 
mode of concluding a reſpectful letter; but as it is the language 
of gentlemen, and has the air of the ancien regime, it ſeems to have 


highly diſpleaſed this ferocious proconſul, T. 
| 82 bis 
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his ferocity ſo far as to avow this debaſing 
as the ground of his conduct; and although 


weather was dreadfully bad, and Marbois was ſtill 


very ill, he and Ladebat were inſtantly embarked 
for Sinamary. I have heard from them thrice fince 
their departure, and learnt that they are in a ſtate 
of greater ſuffering and torment than ever. On 


their return to Sinamary they ſound the following 
- arrets or order under execution, and new vexations 


daily increaſe the weight of their misfortunes. 


 ® Arrit of the Commandant of Sinamary, 
* By order of the Commandant of this ſtation, 


| n all the deported perſons, without exception, are 


to aſſemble in the ſquare every Decadi and Quin- 
« tifli, at ten in the morning, there to paſs muſter 
before the Military Commandant of the poſt, 
They ſhall be ranged in two rows, and in due 
« order. 

For the future all the deported ſhall be mb | 
« ſible for the eſcape of any one of their number, 

« The deported are expreſsly prohibited from 
« quitting the ſtation without a written permiſſion 
« ſigned by the Commandant. 

« The guard at the point of the paſſage of the 


„ Savannas, are ordered to arreſt every deported 
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« perfon who ſhall attempt to paſs without ſhow. 
« ing the aforeſaid permiſſion . 
« At Sinamary, the 28th Pluvi 
year viI. 
(Signed) © FREY TAO, 
Commandant e ſ the Poſt.” 


At Conanama, at Kourou, and in all the diſ- 
tricts where any of the deported are placed, the 
ſame tyranny is exerciſed; two or three of them 
have, however, made their eſcape, or rather, per- 
haps, have fled into the foreſts in order to ſeek a 
more rapid and Jeſs cruel death. 

M. Da , an Orléanais prieſt, but now de- 
ported to Conanama, has ſent me a letter 4 written 
by him to his aged father, and which J tramſmit 


you herewith, What virtues, what greatneſs af 


ſoul he poſſeſſes! Ah! my dear and amiable confin, 
let his letter be made public; it Will melt even the 
hearts to which ſenſibility is almoſt a ſtranger; it 
will diſarm vengeance itſelf, * 

Since the flight of Pichegru and his friends, I 
have received three boxes ſor the deported, one of 


+ This arret& has a ſtriking reſemblance to the new law rela- 
tive to hoſtages, Fr. Ea. 


: See page 136. 
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which contains proviſions and clothes, another is 
filled with ſhoes, and the - with ſeeds. - I 
ſhall deliver theſe effects to thoſe who remain here, 
together with ſeveral letters I have alſo received for 
them. Tell M. that the letter wherein he 
openly adviſes them to fly, was faithfully delivered 
to me by M. R , who has rendered his friend 
conſidAble ſervices. Should this letter reach you, 
have the goodneſs to ſend the following note to 
M. G“, notary at ——, and thus fulfil the 
intentions of his unfortunate brother, ſrom whom 
J received it. The following is a copy: 
I am about to die, my dear brother, and I 
« ſhould be guilty of an offence before God, did! 
not forgive my enemies. When you witneſſed 
% my departure for Guiana, you were deſirous to 
know who was my denouncer; and you aſſured 
me, in your grief, that you would ſooner or 
later revenge this crime. O my brother! 

« abandon this intention. Forgive him, as I ſor- 
* give him, I conjure you, in the name of Jeſus 
«« Chriſt, who is about to receive me in bis Divine 
** mercy. Recommend me to the prayers of all 
our relatives, and to thoſe of my pariſhioners. _ 
Adieu, my dear brother. I pray to God with 
« my dying breath, to pour down every bleſling 
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« and proſperity on you, your wife, and your 

ce five children. I am indebted to Madame L #* * * 

« thirty livres, "which I requeſt you will repay her, 

« Adicu, my dearly beloved brother! God will 

„ ſoon take his frail and finful creature unto 
« himſelf, 

(Signed) FM GET 
“ Curate of M 


55 


This worthy and reſpectable prieſt died the 16th 
of the preſent month, two days after he wrote the 
foregoing letter, 

Adieu, my dear confin. I will ſeize every poſ- 
ſible opportunity of writing to you, both relative 
to your own affairs, and to the unfortunate per- 
ſons for whom you ſeel ſo lively an intereſt, Re- 
member me to Meſdames de C“, II, and 
W, not forgetting that worthy woman Bel ** . 
M. P#*#**'s agent is very ill, but all your 
friends are well. You do not tell me enough of 
Zoe; I bope at my return to find her anſwer my 
expectations. Meanwhile embrace her very ten- 
derly\{6r me. 


Fe. 


LET- 
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FROM | 
PIERRE-MARIE DA, CURATE OF ST. . 
TO HIS FATHER 


M. DA * * *, A LANDHOLDER AT v. 


Conanama, a Diſtri& of Frencl! 
Guiana, 3d Feb. 1799. 


Gop has watched dr his ſinful creature. Your 
fon is alive. Death has not ſeized your child, 
whoſe fate you deplore. O my father! you that 
have taught me from my earlieſt infancy, both by 
habit, and by the pleaſure it gives, to love virtue, 
and virtue alone, if your eyes, no doubt 
inceſſantly overflowing with tears, are till open to 
the light of heaven, may theſe ſew lines, written 
by a hand you love, be delivered into yours! 
| May they be a momentary conſolation to your age; 
and may that grief which too long has weighed 
you down, at leaſt reſpect the approaches to the 
grave. O my father! there is, there is another 
life, where the virtuous ſhall find ſhelter from 
iniquity. Even if religion did not reveal this 
truth, misfortune itſelf would teach it to man- 

kind, 
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kind, Yes, my father! in that world, where all 


vain diſtinctions will be confounded, where the 


wicked can no longer purſue us, we ſhall meet 
again ; there will your virtues and my misfortunes 
cauſe me to find favour in the ſight of God; there 
ſhall we be again united, and live eternally to- 


gether. O my father | ſhall I ſpeak of my ene- 


mics? Ah, no! the miniſter of a God of peace 
ought not to feel that he has an enemy. Our holy 
religion teaches us to forgive, and Heaven is my 
witneſs, that at Conanama my lips have never pro- 
nounced the names of my perſecutors, but to draw 
down upon them the Divine mercy. Ah! if they 
be but ſo fortunate that repentance may enter their 
hearts, and ſhould I not be preſent to adminiſter 
conſolation to them, and to ſay to them, ** I have 
long ſince forgiven you,” let ſome generous hand 
mo them this letter, and thus alleviate their 


torments ! Ah! be their pardon pronounced alſo by 
you! The guilty have more need of pity than thoſe 


who become their victims; and the feelings of 


him who is tortured by remorſe, are ſo horrible, 
that even his enemy would willingly conſole him. 


My father, you are impatient dd know the ſpot * 


that contains your ſon. 'Tis in the abode of death 
T and 
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and of virtue that he offers up to his God a life of 


ſorrow and of penitence, 


+ You well know, my father, that, being always : 


entirely devoted to my duty, I was ſurrounded by 


my faithful flock at the time when a tyrannical 
order arrived to tear me from the ſunctions of my 
holy office, A man who was clothed in extraor- 


dinary power, declared himſelf my enemy, though 


he did not even know me. The government wrote 


to their agents narrowly to watch the prieſts; and 
the Commiſſary M * * * imagined he was ſerving 
his country by devoting them to death. I was 


marked out among others as his victim; and while 


my ſole occupation was to pour the words of con- 
ſolation into the boſom of the families around me, 
and preach to them to forget the errors of man- 


nd 


partiſan of ſation, an enemy to my country, 


was even accuſed of endeavouring to excite a civil 


war. Ya it was through my excrtions that peace 
fill prevailed in the neighbourhood, that the in- 
habitants were not divided into parties, and that 


the moral virtuos of the goſpel ſprang up in every 
heart, The Commiſſary, however, accuſed me, 

and I was arreſted. And as my worthy pariſhioners - 
Mhdeayoured to defend me, in ſpite of my eſ- 
| forts | 


& 
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forts to difTuade them, I yyfſepreſented as fill more 

'F criminal; and on this account, a few days after, 
an order came for my deportatign.—O my father o 
dragged from dungeon to dungeon, loaded with 
irons, and overwhelmed with miſery and anxieties, 
my fortitude at length deſerted me, and ſhowed me 

| my own weakneſs, Each night, as ſoon as the door 

| ol my dark and diſmal priſon was barred and bolted, 
when I was thus concealed from the view of my 

| jailors, your ſon burſt into tears, and the miniſtey 


of the altar of God forgot the ſufferings of Jeſus 

i Chriſt to weep over his own. Alas ! how weak is 

J man, when God for a ſingle moment leaves him to | 
his own ſirfEngth! _ | 

. Providence, however, at length always holds out 

I a ſupporting hand to encourage and ſtrengthen the 


repentant ſinner. I arrived at Rochefort, ag even S 
there, in the abode of.erimes ahd und 8, L 2 


l it were, mct with my guardian angels. O great a 
0 God | and eould I till repine? Ah, may my mouth 

- never again be opened to murmur at thy ways ! Q 

t my Creator] may thy goodneſs illuminate my ſoul; 

y may it be the guide of my heart; and may I at length | ; 

„ be worthy to inhabit the obſcarigy, ol the tomb, 

s - together with the elect, and with my Tigyous com- 

. panions of misfortune, O my father! I have uy, 


18 4 . ; 1 * 


* | 
(16) * 


right to ſpeak any — myſelf. Theſe vene- 
rable old men, whoſe fate I am proud to participate, 8 
* have taught me how to ſuffer; it was at Roche 
fort that I found them. The dungeon where | was 
entombed, already contained cight other Miniſters 
of the Church, in whom all the virtues were exem- 


Wicca. Twas night when I entered that funereal 
abode, where a ſingle lamp trembled forth its glim- 
mering fepulchral Hght. Ah, dreadful ſight! Vene- 
Fable old men lying upon the ſtones, with a little 
firaw beneath their heads, and yet all enjoying a 
ſweet interval of ſleep! Ah, how eaſily does inno- 
eence repoſe! Soon my eyes involuntarily fixed 
upon one of theſe unfortunate worthies, whoſe ce- 
leſtial countenance, ennobled by the filver locks of 
age, commanded my veneration | It was Don 
Lou f the order of St. Bruno. When I beheld 
him, * Wis aftected with a ſaered awe and reſpect; I 
approached him, threw myſelf on my knees before 
him, and made a vow to the Almighty, that I would 
devote all my cares to alleviate his miſeries. Soon 
however he awoke, and percciving me, raiſedÞ#his 
eyes towards heaven, and ſtretching forth his hand 
to me, „my ſon,” ſaid he, “are you alſo a 
„ child able Lord ? May thy faith be thy ſup- 
bi * under perſecution, and may God ever be thy 
ae. % comforter !" 
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| % comforter!” His companions now alſo awoke, 
®. and uniting with him, collected round me, and 
forgot their own misfortunes, to think of mink 
alone. I ſeemed, as it were, the only victim, and 
| the only one that needed their conſolation. ** Mi- 
« niſters of Jeſus Chriſt,” exclaimed I, O my 
« fathers! O models of fortitude and virtue! may 
God grant me ſuch ſtrength as you poſſeſs ! and 
* ſhould my weakneſs be puniſhed by long afflic- 
« tions, may my faith not be ſhaken, and may I, 
| 66e by imitating you, deſerve the crown of reward 
« which Heaven has in ſtore for you !” 
Two days after my arrival we were removed from 
our priſon, to be dragged on board a ſhip, which 
F was to tranſport us to Guiana, Here I was the 
| companion of a great number of Eccleſiaſtics from 
all parts of France, among whom were ſeveral 
| conſtitutional and married Prieſts, a great number 
of men of ſixty years of age, Journaliſts, Emigrants, 
| and two Members of the Legiſlative Body, namely, 
| Job- Aime and Gibert-Deſmolicres, Such were the 
| victims of tyranny, who were heaped together on 
| board the frigate La Decade. The aged and wor- 
| thy prior of St. Claude was ill of a hernia, and could 
ſcarcely walk. Another of my brethren was lan- 
guiſhing in a fever, and cannot live many days, 
Girard 


Girard d' Havelange and the virtuous Don Louis 
were ſinking beneath the weight of years; and 
moſt of the others were either ſick or infirm, In 
vain did the Deputics Gibert and Job-Aime plead 
for theſe unfortunate people, for their voices 
were ſilenced and overpowered. ** "Tis at Cayenne 
you muſt remonſtrate,” was the only anſwer they 
could obtain, Yes, my father ! old men, heaped, 
as it were, upon each other, lying extended on the 
ground, tormented with vermin, deſtitute of linen 
and clothes, and worle fed than the vileſt crimi- 


nals—ſuch is the hcart-rending picture the deported 
preſent, 

To our floating dungeon no air was admitted 
but through a ſmall hole; and thus mephitic efflu- 
via were continually propagating contagion, and 
a cadaverous and deadly ſmell ſpread throughout 
this burning furnace of deſtruction. Yet the 
ſliguteſt murmur was not heard; /for all the pri- 
ſoners cxhibited that fortitude which innocence 
alone can infpire; all had learned to endure his 
fufferings in ſilence. The aſtoniſhed crew con- 
templated their victims with admiration. Several. 


of the ſailors ſecretly wept over our misfortunes, 
and their kindneſs and humanity induced them 
generouſly to offer us every alleviation in their 
— 1 | power, 
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power. O worthy iſt! amiable Roſier ! 
though we forget the F:. of thoſe who have 
loaded us with injuries, we will preſerve for Ger 
the memory of yours impreſſed in the innermoſt 
folds of our hearts. Yes, honeſt and kind-hearted 
ſailors! ye may at leaſt enjoy the ſatisfaction of 
having ſaved the lives of two worthy men, If one 
of them, alas! (d'Havelange,) bas ſince terminated 
his career, you at leaſt prolonged his exiſtence 
by your cares. 

Neither have we ſorgotten the generoſity of ſe- 
veral of the officers, whoſe names I would gladly 
mention, but it would unneceſſarily expoſe them to 
the hatred of the wicked and vindictive, 

At length we landed in Guiana, where the in- 
habitants would willingly have alleviated our mit- 
fortunes, had they not been prevented by our ſe- 
cond deportation. The Commiſlary of the Go- 
vernment executed with extreme rig the or- 
ders he had no doubt received; for who would be 
ſo cruel or ſo depraved as of his own free motion 
to become the inſtrument of torture to his fellow- 
creatures ? ws 

The deported were divided into various claſſes ; 
ſome being ſent off to Sinamary and its environs, | 
vie others were placed-i in the horrid deſerts of 


Aprovayac 
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Aprouayac and Conanama. "Tis from this laſt, 
| from this devouring ton of man, that your ſon 
noW writes: 'tis here that, ſupported by the exy 
ample of his brethren, he endeavours, through 
patient ſuffering, to deſerve that reward which 
you, my father, have merited by your virtues, 
Conanama is one of the remoteſt diſtricts in the 
colon, being ſituated in the midſt of ſurrounding 
foreſts, and covered with muddy moraſſes, that 
render the air impure by filling it with ſetid ex- 


balations. The plantations are confined to a few 
mis-ſhapen huts, the abode of miſery and of death. 
Such is the ſavage country to which we are baniſhed ! 

Of the eight unfortunate prieſts I found at 
Rochefort only two are alive. Don Louis died five 
days ago, andQuring the five days that have followed 
his death have the aſhes of that great and juſt man 
been watered with all our tears. Within an hour of 
the time when he breathed his laſt, that worthy old 
man crawled, in ſpite of my diſſuaſions, to the 
middle of the carbet where he lived, and there, 
proſtrating himſelf upon the earth in the 
midſt of his brethren, or rather in the midſt of 
ſpectres and of ſhades, and after receiving from 
my hands the laſt ſpiritual conſolations, he ſaid, 


My brethren in Chriſt Jeſus, all the evils I have 


* . 66 endured 
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* endured are nothing ; ſince the Redeemer 


* himſelf drank vinegar and gall.—Let us die 


« then, as the Apoſtle ſays, in the hope of en- 
« tering the holy city of Heaven; let us die in 
« the hope that our tribulations, which have laſted 


« but for a moment, will ſoon lead us to eternal 


„glory; let us die in the hope that Chriſt Jeſus 


« will one day change our vile and corruptible 


body, and make it like his glorious and heavenly 


© body. Before we die let us pray for our perſe- 
* cutors, and may our prayers riſe up even to 
“God himſelf!” Here Don Louis ceaſed, and I 
recited by his ſide the prayers for the dying. But 
ſoon his clay-cold hand ſtiffened as I held it, and he 
expired in my arms, 

Each day new misfortunes befel us. One vic- 
tim is followed by another, and the very man 
who a day or two hence, perhaps to-morrow, will 
be overtaken by death, is now digging with plea- 
fure and ſatisfaction the earth that will ſoon open 
to receive him. The tomb indeed is the utmoſt 
boundary of all our ſublunary defires ; and he who 
is ſtepping into it, weeps but for thoſe who ſur- 


vive him. The cemetery where our friends repoſe 


is the ſcene to which we are continually directing 
our ſteps, There we frequently aſſemble, and love 
ö | v 
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to chooſe our laſt abode, where we hope at 
length to find repoſe. There each marks ont the 
ſpace he wiſhes to occupy near the grave of his 
deceaſed friend, and, reclining upon his tomb, re- 
grets that he muſt ſtill for a while be ſeparated 
from him. That grave which be dug with his 
_ own hands, and which is waiting for his mortal 
part, now becomes his hope, and five or ſix days 
of expected life ſeem too long a delay to his im- 
patient ſoul. 

©. Yeſterday a Prieſt from Brabant, who had not 
appeared at muſter for ſeveral days, was found ina 
neighbouring ſoreſt half eaten by wild beaſts. He 
had apparently been ſtarved to death. His hands 
were joined, and on his lifeleſs lips lay the fign 


of his faith. In this ſlate ſome negroes brought 
him. to us, and we rendercd the laſt offices to this 
Chriſtian martyr this morning. 

We are informed that in all the diſtridts where 
the deported are ſtationed, their fate is no leſs hor- 
rible than ours. Death ſeems to divide himſelf, in 
order to ſtrike them with the more rapidity : thoſe 
who have not fallen, languiſh in the moſt dread- 
ful condition; and it ſeems as though this part of 
Guiana were inhabited but by the ſhades and 
| phantoms of the dead. 


According 
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According to an exact calculation, it appears 
probable, that of the hundred and ninety- three 
perſons deported, ten will not be alive five months 
hence. Your ſon perhaps will ere then have fallen. 
Yet to him the apprehenſion of his fate is far from 
being a ſubject of affliction, He pauſes upon it 
without fear; and the hope that his ſoul, thus 
purged by ſuffering, will be worthy to appear 
before the tribunal of God, ſupports and ſtrengthens 
him amid all his trials. | 

Adieu, my dear father : may the Lord protect 
thy old age, and may his bleſſing fall upon my 
ſiſter, and her poor children | 

I conclude by aſking your bleſſing upon myielf, 
and the benefit and aſſiſtance of your prayers, 

Your dutiful and affectionate ſon F, | 
Da. 


+ This letter reached the family af the writer, but his father, 
alas! was dead. Grief bad brought down kis gray hairs to the 
grave. Fr, Ed. | 


BARBE-MARBOIS TO HIS WIFE, 
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f 
EXTRACT OF A LETTER 

Sinamary, 29th Ventoſe, in 

the Year vii. 

| Inap ſeen almoſt all my companions in misſor- 
| tune periſh at Sinamary, and was myſelf ſcarcely | 
| able to ſurvive the dreadful contagion of the place. 
At length, however, I began to recover my health, 
| though I ſtill continued in a very weak ſtate, ariſ- | 
| ing from an illneſs of ſive months duration; when | 
| ſuddenly, in conſequence of an unfounded and | 
ridiculous report, that the Engliſh were coming to | 
Sinamary, I was removed, notwithſtanding my 
ſickneſs, to Cayenne, under a military force, being 
cloſely guarded by &-corporal and four ſoldiers. 
Thus I dragged myſelf along with great pain and 
difficulty acroſs the ſands, ſometimes wet through 


— - 


with heavy rains, ſometimes ſinking beneath a 
ſcorchjgg ſun. I expecled indeed to have died, 
had not the care I experienced in the hoſpital ſome- | 
what fecovered my health. Hopes were given to | 
* Laffond-Ladebat and myſelſ, nay, we were even 


a ſſured, 
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aſſuted, on the part of the Agent, that we 


might ſettle in the iſland three leagues from 
Cayenne ; and I was extremely defirous of doing 
ſo, ſince the air is leſs unwholeſome there than 
here. When every thing was ready, both the 
plantation and our proviſions, I wrote to the 
Agent, requeſting permiſſion to ſettle three leagues 
ſrom Cayenne, in a wholeſome ſpot, where we 
ſhould not be expoſed to the danger of being car- 
ricd away by an armed force, on account of fears 
that were wholly chimerical. Upon this the Agent 
ordered notice to be given us, to be ready in an 
hour to return to Sinamary, and in leſs than that 
ſpace we were put on board an open canoe, where the 
ſurge came frequently over me. This canoe, in 
which thcre was no ſeat, was a quarter full of water. 
Thus I paſſed the night in a cold bath, expoſed 
to the wind, and in a cruel ſtate of ſuffering. 
Hence I had a relapſe of my fever, and ſince 
the 16th, when I arrived, I have had ſeven violet 
attacks. „ 
This treatment cannot be juſtified on any 
ground whatever. But I omit ſuch particulars as 
would give you the greateſt pain. To me they 
muſt produce fatal conſequences; for, notwith- 
ſtanding my energy and fortitude, they will cer- 
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tainly ſhorten my life. Judge by what I write of 
that on which I am filent; and, if I cannot ob- 
tain Juſtice, if 1 cannot be brought to trial, let 
me at leaft be allowed to inhabit a leſs hoſtile cli- 
mate. Otherwiſe the next year will be the laſt 
of my life; for the ſummers here are extremely 


fatal. 
* 


(Signed) BakxBe-MarBols. 
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ARRIVAL OF THE DEPORTED PERSONS 
| IN LONDON, 


M. de R*** jos M. Lewis Zelmann, a Merchant at 
Hamburgh. | 


London, October 27, 1798. 


Or the eight deported perſons who effected their 
eſcape from Guiana, only four have arrived in Lon- 
don, namely, on the 25th September laſt. I have 
had occaſion to ſee Meſſrs. Pichegru and De la 
Rue five or fix times, and I hope to cultivate their 
acquaintance ſtill farther. With them is M. Doſ- 
ſonville, who ſeems to be extremely attached to 
them. As to Adjutant-general Ramel, the Govern- 
ment did not permit him to remain long in Eng- 
land, His misfortunes have not yet obliterated the 
remembrance of the ſhare he took in the denuncia- 
tions of Malo, at the time of the trial of La Vilheur- 
nois. Hence, two days aſter his arrival, he received 
an order to take his departure for the continent. 
Being, however, totally deſiitute, Mr. Wickham 
generouſly ſupplied him with neceſſaries, in compaſ- 
ſion to his extraordinary ſufferings. 
Now that I am acquainted with General Piche- 


gru, 
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gru, I am no longer ſurpriſed at his great military 
reputation; and you-know that I am not accuſtomed 
to form raſh and precipitate judgments. *Tis there- 
ſore after having long ſtudied his character, that 1 
venture to pronounce my opinion ; Pichegru then 
is indiſputably one of the greateſt Generals in Eu- 
rope ; but I do not imagine him to poſſeſs equal 
talents as a Stateſman. Ile is rather to be conſi- 
dered as one of thoſe brave men, whoſe proper 
place 18 at the head of an army. His very walk is 


that of a conqueror, his manner and appearance 


thoſe of a hero, and his countenance that of an 


honeſt man, He never ſpeaks but of his country, 
and it is eaſy to perceive that his opinion is entirely 


the child of patriotiſm. In general, however, he 


talks but little, and leaves to his friend and col- 


league De la Rue the buſineſs of keeping up the 


converſation, De la Ruc ſecms to poſleſs a ſtrong 
mind; his manners are noble, his language fluent, 
and he appears wholly .cngrofled with the intereſts 
of France—I belicve his morals to be as ſtrict as 
his talents arg brilliant. General Pichegru ſpeaks 
of him as of a moſt courageous man, They are 
very cloſe ſriends. 

On their arrival in London, the deported perſons 
had the good fortune to mect with the worthy 


l Tilly, 


SS 


0 
Tilly, the American Captain, who had been their 
deliverer, and whom the Commiſſary Jeannet had 
ſent from Cayenne for France to be tried there. 
But the veſſel that was bringing him over being 
taken by the Engliſh, this excellent man had the 
good fortune to eſcape the vengeance of the French 
Government. The deported were unable to offer 
him any other recompence than the tears of grati- 
tude; but he was treated by the Miniſtry with the 
greateſt diſtinction, and every requiſite meaſure has 
been taken to enable him to return to his own 


country without incurring further danger. 

Pichegru being indiſpoſed at the time of his ar- 
val in England, the phyſicians preſcribed the coun- 
try air. De la Ruc, however, who continued in 
London for, their common intereſts, went every 
other day to Viſit his ſriend. The General bas re- 
ceived, and ſtill continues to receive, daily viſits 
from the moſt diſtinguiſhed Members of Parliament, 
and other perſons of eminence. 

The deported eſcaped from the place of their ba- 


niſhment i in a moſt miraculous manner. During 


the interval therefore that will precede the publica- 
tion of their own Memoirs, I ſend you the follow- 
ing Extract of a Letter, which contains an account 
of their eſcape. It is a ſimple narration communi- 

| X cated, . 


. 

vatod by M. De la Rue, which he permitted me to 
copy, and which J am eager to tranſmit you. 

% Aſter a moſt painſul voyage of fifty-two days, 
Ls the deported arrived, almoſt all in a ſtate of ſick- 
« neſs, at Cayenne the capital of Guiana, and ſitu- 
ated in an iſland of the ſame name . Here they 
« were impriſoned during a fortnight at the hoſpi- 
« tal, from which they were removed to a ſpot at 
is twenty-five leagues diſtance on the continent, in 
tho moſt miſerable” part of the colony, where 
« they were placed under a guard of negro ſoldiers, 
«« whoſe rage endeavours were made inceſſantly 
*« to provoke againſt their priſoners, by aſſerting 
« that it was their intention again. to reduce the 
« hlacks to fla very. 

Condemned to live upon Rilogs' allowance, 
* lodged in rooms built for negro Priſons, each 
% moment threatened with the poniard, or with 
« poiſon, forced to aſſociate with the ferocious 
« Billaud-Varennes, loaded with humiliations, 
« deprived of all communication with the inhabit- 
« ants of the colony, ſurrounded with all the accu- 
er W. e e ol approaching deſtruction, a 
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«party of them formed n plan to reſtue them - 
« ſelves from this ſtate of degradation and miſery, 
« and from the fate that had already fallen on the 
« venerable Murinais, and which ftill hung over 
« the heads of all his ſurvivors. - And though the 
« difficulties they had to encounter were innutne» 
e rable, and the dangers terrific ; yet their courage 
© overcame the one, and braved the other. A mere 
Indian canoe was the only veſſel wherein they 
performed a voyage of a hundred leagues on a 
« ſtormy ſea, in a track with which they were to- 
e tally unacquainted, and without a compaſs, In 
this fragile bark, after having languiſhed ſix 
“ months and a half in an almoſt ſavage ſtate, 
« eight of them committed themſelves to the 
« Waves: namely Meſſrs. Barthelemy and his fer- 
„ vant, General Pichegra, Aubry, De la Rue, 
„% Willot, Doffonville, and Ramel. They departed 
jn the night of the 34 of June, and on the 5th 
% met with a heavy ſea which drove them on 
e the coaſt, wrecked their canoe, and deprived 
« them of the littlo biſcuit that remained *. 
« Foreſts, which had hitherto known no inha- 


„ This explains a paſſage in Ramel's Narrative, that has 
« given cauſe for much ſurpriſe : no one bceijeving it poſlble to 


« exiſt ſix days entirely without eating,” Fr, Ed. 
X 2 * bitants 
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4% bitants but tigers and other wild beaſts, now 


&« became their aſylum. Tormented with the ſear 
& of being till upon French territory, and covered 
& by innumerable inſects of various ſpecies, ſink- 


„ ing with hunger and thirſt, expoſed to the fero- 
„ city of the Maroon negroes who infeſt this part 


4 of Guiana, they continued in this dreadful ſitua- 
& tion till two days after, when they were liberated 


% by two Dutch ſoldiers, whom chance directed that 


«* way. Miſtaken at firſt by theſe men for enemies, 
* they had nearly become the objects of their fire, 
* till, by the ſignals of friendſhip they held out, 


they diſſipated their ſuſpicions, and were in- 


% formed they were only three leagues from a 
* Dutch poſt called Orange. 

« On their arrival there they obtained, without 
„difficulty, of the Commandant, all the needful 
* accommodations for their journey to Surinam, 


% where they were received in the kindeſt and moſt 


% honourable manner. But, through fear of ex- 
« poſing the colony, and particularly its worthy 
* Governor, to the vengeance of the French Direc- 
tory, whoſe fatal influence on Holland is too 
« well known, they determined to leave it a few 
days afterwards, except Monſ. Barthelemy, whoſe 
« bad ſtate of health would not have permitted 


« him 


(in h 
« him to ſupport the fatigues and encounter the 
« dangers that ſtill awaited them: for they endea- 
« vouted in vain to procure a paſſũge on board 
« ſome merchant-ſhip, all of them being enſured 
« under an expreſs condition not to take any paſ- 
« ſengers whatever. 

Thus they were obliged to embark on board a 
| mere ſhallop, in ſeas that were continually in- 
| * feſted by the pirates of Hugues, Vice dire ot 
© Guadaloupg Scarcely had they gat out to ſex 

e before they were attacked by a privateer, which, | 

« however, fortunately proved to be Engliſh.. The 

« next day a ſecongigrivateer came up with them, 

under French colours, a black crew, and the 
captain ſpeaking French, all characteriſtic marks 

* of her being one of Hugues's cruiſers. For/more 

than an hour the deported thought themſelves 
on the point of falling into the hands of that 
„pirate; and therefore, in the conviction that 
death would be their lot, they all reſolved to riſk 
© the immediate ſacrifice of their lives, in an at- 
© tempt to take the privateer. Nor did they, till. 
* the captain came on board their veſſel, diſcover 
„that he was Engliſh, This captain, like the 
* former, treated them with great humanity. ' A 
third veſſel, however, ſoon gave them chaſe; 
6 and 
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and to avoid her they ran into the mouth of a 
river, which they found to be that of Berbice. 
„ The governor of this territory, and Oolonel 
«. Heflop, Commandant of the troops, laviſhed on 
e them all the attentions that a ſpirit of generoſity 
could ſuggeſt to men of honour and ſenſibility. 
The latter conveyed them himſelf to Demarary, 
on board a ſhip very completely armed. 

Arve highly flattering reception, however, 
« which they experienced from thoGovernor and 
inhabitants of Demarary, was ſoon clouded by a 
*'new and painful ſeparation. Meſſrs. Willot and 
% Aubry were attacked wi a very dangerous 
« ſever, and were totally unable to undertake the 
« yoyage. The reſt were pyt on board a very fine 
« merchant-ſhip, called the Grenade, commanded 
% by the very worthy Capt. Paichard. But con- 
« trary winds not permitting the fleet to which the 
* Grenade belonged to put into Martinique, the 
« exyles were carried to St. Euſtatius, whgre they 
% were treated with all the affability and attention 
% that could be expected from the very reſpectable 
« Governor and the worthy inhabitants of that 
« jfland, Soon afterwards, Admiral Hervey, on 
the information of Colonel Heſlop, gave orders 
« for their ſafe and commodious conveyance ; and 

« they 
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« they ſailed on board the Aimable, commanded 
« by Capt. Lobb, whoſe kindneſs and attention 2 
him a claim to their eternal gratitude and eſteey 
« They arrived in London. on the 25th Sept. 1: 
6 hend they are extremely impatient to 3 
© that they may have it in their power to ſeize 
« every opportunity again to be uleful to * 
« native country.” 


To this narrative, which cannot but — 
intereſting to you, I will add an account of the 
eſcape of Sir Sydney Smith and the long captivity 
he endured. They are not written, it is true, by 
Sir Sydney himſelf ; but he relates his adventargg 
with fo much elegance and ſpirit, that they have 


made a very ſtrong impreſſion on my mind. In- 
deed, when I ſhowed him the following narrative, 
of which I ſend you a copy, he expreſſed * 
ſurpriſe at the fidelity of my memory. 


Account of 97 $a Smith's Impriſonment ond. 
Eſcape. * 


« When I was taken at fea,” ſaid the gallant 


a French gentleman, wid 
f from his country, and who, it hat 
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been agreed, was to paſs for my ſervant, in the 
* hope of ſaving his life by that diſguiſe. Nor 
* were our expectations ſruſtrated; for John (as 


called him) was lucky enough to 2 all 
* ſuſpicion. 

„On my arrival in France, I was treated at firſt 
« with unexampled rigour, and was told that Iought 
* to be tried under a military commiſſion and ſhot 
* as a ſpy. The government, however, gave 
4% orders for my removal to Paris, where I was ſent 
« to the Abbaye, and, together with my two com- 
1 un in misfortune, was kept a cloſe pri- 

ſoner. 

% Meanwhile, the means + of eſcape were the 
« conſtant object on which we employed our 
« minds. The window of our priſon was toward 
« the ſtreet ; and from this circumſtance we de- 
« rived a hope ſooner or later to effect our object. 
« We already contrived to carry on a tacit and 
« regular correſpondence, by means of figns, with 
« ſore women, who could ſee us from their apart- 
« ments, and who ſcemed to take the moſt lively 
« intereſt in our fate. They propoſed themſelves 
« to affiſt in facilitating my liberation; an offer 
« which I accepted with great pleaſure: and it. is 
« my duty to confeſs, that notwithſtandipg the 


enormous 
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* enormous expenſes occaſioned by their ' fruitleſs 
attempts, they have not leſs claim to my grati- 
e tude. Till the time of my departure, in which, 
* however, they had no ſhare, their whole employ» 
ment was endeavouring to ſave me; and they 
had the addreſs at all times to deceive the vigi- 
„ lance of my keepers. On both fides we uſed 
* borrowed names, under which we correſponded, 
„ theirs being taken from the ancient mythology ; 
«* ſo that I had now a direct communication with 
Thalia, Melpomene, and Clio. 

“% At length I was removed to the Temple, 
here my three Muſes ſoon contrived Mc of 
6 intelligence, and every day offered me new 
* ſchemes for effecting my eſcape. At firſt I ea- 
« gerly accepted them all, though reflection ſoon 
« deſired the hopes to which the love of liberty 
* had given birth. I was alſo reſolved not to 
« leave my ſecretary in priſon, and till leſs poor 
« John, whoſe ſaſety was more dear to me than 


my own emancipation, 

„ In the Temple, John was allowed to enjoy a 
e confiderable degree of liberty. He was lightly. 
« dreſt like an Engliſh jockey, and knewyhow to 
* aſſume the manners that correſponded with that 


* character. Every one was fond of John, who 
x dank 
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« drank and ſraterniſed with the turnkeys, an 
% made love to the keeper's daughter, who wa 
« perſuaded he would marry her; and as the little 
% Enfglifh jockey was not ſuppoſed to have received 


na very brilliant education, he had learnt, by 
* means of ſtudy, ſufficiently to mutilate his native 


tongue. John appeared very attentive and 
enger in my ſervice, and always ſpoke to his 
„ maſter in a very reſpectful manner. I ſcolded 
% him from time to time with much gravity; and 
« he played his part fo well, that J frequently ſur- 
« priſeg myſelf forgetting the friend, and ſeriouſly 
« giving orders to the valet. At length John's 
« wife, Madame de Tr * * ®, a very intereſting 
« lady, arrived at Paris, and made the. moſt un- 


common exertions to liberate us from our -cap- 
« tivity. She dared not come, however, to the 
& Temple through fear of diſcovery; but from a 
“ neighbouring houſe ſhe daily beheld her huſband, 
% who, as he walked to and fro, enjoyed alike in 
4 ſecret the pleaſure of contemplating the friend of 
* his boſom. Madame de Tr * * now commu- 
* nicated a plan for delivering us from priſon to a 
* ſenſible and courageous young man of her ac- 
« quaintance, who immediately acceded to it 
«without hefitation. This Frenchman, who was 
na 6 ſfincercly 


« ſincerely attached to his country, ſaid to Madame 
„de Tr, I will ſerve Sydney Smith with 
pleaſure, becauſe I believe the Euglich govern- 
ment intend to reſtore Louis XVIII. to the 
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« Heaven ſorbid I ſhould aſſiſt him !' 
„ Ch, LOiſau (for that was the name our 


young ſriend aſſumed) was connected with the 


agents of the King, then confined in the Tem- 


„ple, and for whom he was alſo contriving the 


«© means of eſcape, It was intended we ſhould all 
« pet off together. M. La Vilheurnois being con- 
„ demncd ouly to a years impriſonment, was 
„ reſolved not to quit his preſent ſituation; but 
© Brothicr and Duverne de Preſle were to follow 
% our example. Had our ſcheme ſucceeded, this 
„ Duverne would not, perhaps, have ceaſed to 
© be an honeſt man; for till then he had con- 
* ductcd himſelf as fuch. His condition muſt now 
* be truly deplorable; for I do not think him 

© formed by nature for the commiſſion of crimes. 
„Every thing was now prepared for the execu- 
„tion of our project, The means propoſed by 
„ Ch. L'Oiſcau appeared practicable, and we re- 
„ ſolved to adopt them. A hole twelve ſeet long 
Y 2 % was 


throne; but if the Commodore 1s to fight. 


againſt France, and not for the King of France, 


| 
| 
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% was to be made in a cellar adjoining to the 
« priſon, and the apartments to which the cellar 
« belonged were at our diſpoſal. Mademoiſelle 


D, rejecting every prudential conſideration, 


« generouſly came to reſide there for a weck, and 
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being young, the other lodgers attributed to her 
alone the frequent viſits of Ch. LOiſeau. Thus 
every thing ſeemed to favour our wiſhes, No 
one in the houſe in queſtion had any ſuſpicions ; 
and the amiable little child Madlle. D* had 


with her, and who was only ſeven years old, 


was ſo far from betraying our ſecret, that ſhe 


always beat a little drum, and made a noiſe, 
while the work was going on in the cellar. | 

« Meanwhile L'Oiſeau had continued his Jabours 
a conſiderable time without any appearance of 
day-light, and he was apprehenſive he had at- 
tempted the opening confiderably too low. It 
was neceſſary, therefore, that the wall ſhould be 
founded ; and for this purpoſe a maſon was re- 
quired, Madame de Tr“ recommended 
one, and Ch. L'Oiſeau undertook to bring him, 
and to detain him in the cellar till we had 
eſcaped, which was to take place that very day. 
The worthy maſon perccived the object was to 
ſave ſome of the victims of misfortune, and 


« came 
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« came without heſitation, He only ſaid, J 
« am arrefted, take care of my poor children. 

« But what a misfortune now fruſtrated all our 
% hopes! Though the wall was ſounded with the 
« greateſt precaution, the laſt ſtone fell out, and 
« rolled into the garden of the Temple. The 
« centinel perceived it; the alarm was given; the 
« guard arrived; and all was diſcovered. For- 
&« tunately, however, our friends had time to make 
e their eſcape, and none of them were taken. 

„% They had, indeed, taken their meaſures with 
the greateſt care; and when the Commiſlaries 
« of the Bureau Central came to examine the cellar 
and apartment, they found only a few pieces of 
“ ſurniture, trunks filled with logs of wood and 
* hay, aud the hats with tri-coloured cockades 
provided for our flight, as thoſe we wore were 
% black. 

4 This firſt attempt, though extremely well 
conducted, having failed, I wrote,” continued Sir 
Sydney, to Mad. de Tr“ * *, both to conſole 
her and our young friend, who was miſerable 
ec at having foundered juit as he was going into 
©« port. We were ſo far, however, from ſuffering 
< ourſelves to be diſcouraged, that we ſtill con- 


„% tinued to form new ſchemes for our deliverance. 
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« The keeper, perceived it, and I was frequeutly ſo 


66 


open as to acknowledge the fact. * Commodore, 
faid he, your friends are defirous of liberating 


«you, and they only diſcharge their duty, I alſo am 


66 


doing mine in watching you ill more narrowly,” 


Though this keeper was a man of unparalleled 
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ſeverity, yet he never departed (from the rules of 
civility and politeneſs. He treated all the pri- 
ſoners with kindneſs, and even piqued himſelf 
on his generoſity, Various propoſals were made 
to him, but he rejected them all, watched us 
the more cloſely, and preſerved the profoundeſt 
ſilenco. One day when I dined with him, he 


perceived that I fixed my attention on a window 


then partly open, and which looked upon the 


fireet, I ſaw his uncaſineſs, and it amuſed me; 
however, to put an end to it, I ſaid to him, 
laughing, I knw what you are thinking of ; 
but fear not. It is now three o'clock. I will make 
a truce with you lill nudnight; and I give vou mv 
word of honour, that till that time, even were the 


doors open, 1 would not eſcape. I hen that hour is 


6 paſſed, my promiſe is at an end, and Wwe are enemies 


Gaga, —* vir, replied he, your word is a fuſer 


bond than my bars and bolts: till midnight, there- 


% fore, 1 am perſeclly caſy,” 


« When 
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«© When we roſe from table, the keeper took me 
aſide, and ſpeaking with warmth, ſaid, Com- 


modore, the Boulevard is not far. If you are in- 


clined to take the air there, I will conduct you.” 
My aſtoniſhment was extreme; nor could I 
conceive how this man, who appeared fo ſevere, 
and ſo uneaſy, ſhould thus ſuddenly perſuade 
himſelf to make me ſuch a propoſal. 1 accepted 
it, however, and in the evening we went out. 
From that time forward this confidence always 
continued. Whenever I was deſirous to enjoy 
perfect liberty, 1 offered him a /u/pen/ion of arms 
till a certain hour. This my generous enemy 
never refuſed ; but when the armiſtice was at an 
end, his vigilance was unbounded. Every poſt 
was examined; and if the government ordered 
that I ſhould be kept cloſe, the order was en- 
forced with the greateſt care. Thus I was again 
free to contrive and prepare for my eſcape, and 
he to treat me with the utmoſt rigour. 

„This man had a very accurate idea of the ob- 
ligations of honour. He often ſaid to me, 


© Were you even under ſentence of death, I would 


* permit you 10 go out on your parole, becauſe Tfhouls 


cc 


be certain of your return. Many very honeft pri- 


e ſoners, and I myſelf among the reſt, would not r 
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e turn in the like caſe; but an officer, and eſpecially 
&* an officer of diſtinclion, holds his honour dearer than 
“ his hife. I know it to be a fact, Commodore; and 
„ therefore I ſhould be leſs uneuſy, if you deſired the 

« gates io be always open. „ 
« My keeper was right, While I enjoyed my 
& liberty, -I endeavoured even to loſe ſight of the 
« idea of my eſcape; .and I ſhould have been 
« averſe to employ. for that object, means that had 
occurred to my imagination during my hours of 
liberty. One day I received a letter containing 
«© matter of great importance, which I had the 
« ſtrongeſt deſire immediately to read; but as its 
4 contents related to my intended deliverance, I 
„ aſked to return to my room, and break off the 
© truce, The keeper however refuſed, ſaying, 
© with a laugh, that he wanted to take ſome ſlecp. 
« Accordingly he lay down, and I poſtponed the 

« peruſal of my letter till the evening. 
«© Meanwhile no opportunity of flight offered; 
« but, on the contrary, the Directory ordered 
* me to be treated with rigour. The keeper 


« punctually obeyed all the orders he received ; 
% and he who the preceding evening had granted 
« me the greateſt liberty, now doubled my guard, 
in order to exerciſe a more perfect vigilance. 
f « Among 


4 
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« Among the priſoners was a mat condemned 
* for certain political offences to ten years con- 


„ finement, and whom all the other priſoners ſuſ. 


« pected of acting in the deteſtable capacity of a 
* ſpy upon his companions. Their ſuſpicions 
« indeed appeared to have ſome foundation, and 
felt the greateſt anxiety on account of my 
&« friend John. I was however fortunate enough 
“ ſoon after to obtain his liberty An exchange 
of priſoners being about to take place, I applied 
© to have my ſervant included in the cartel; and 


© though this requeſt might eaſily have be 
“ fuſed, fortunately no A; aroſe, and 
« granted. 

« When the day of his departure arrived, my 
„ kind and affectionate friend could ſcaxcely be 
« prevailed on to leave me; till at length he 
« yielded to my moſt earneſt entreaties, » We 
“ parted with tears in our eyes, which to me were 


the tears of pleaſure, becauſe my end Was 


« leaving a ſituation of the greateſt danger. The 
* amiable jockey was regretted by every one: out 
* turnkeys drank a good journey to him, not 
„ could the girl he had courted help weepitiW ſor 
"IA e while her mother, who thought 


Z * 66 Johifſh 


q * 
o 
. 2 


* 


(®) 


« John a very good youth, hoped ſhe ſhould one 
6 day call him her ſon-in-law, 

«© I was ſoon informed of his arrival in London; 
« and this circumſtance rendered my own cap- 
« tivity leſs painful. I ſhould have been happy to 
have alſo exchanged my ſecretary; but as he 
« had no other dangers to encounter than thoſe 
« which were common to us both, he always re- 
« jeted the idea, conſidering it as a violation of 
« that friendſhip, of which he has given me fo 


« many proofs, 

4 the 4th Sept. (18th Fructidor) the rigour 
V. confinement was ſtill further increaſed. 
“ The keeper, whoſe name was Laſne, was diſ- 
« placed; I was again kept cloſe priſoner ; and, 
« together with my liberty, loſt the hopes of a 
6 peace, which I had thought approaching, and 
« which this event muſt contribute to poſtpone. 

« At this time a propoſal was made to me for 
« my«WMpe, which 1 adopted as my laſt reſource. 
« The plan was, to have forged orders drawn up 
« for my removal to another priſon, and thus to 
« carry me off, A French gentleman, M. de 
„ Mlipeaux, a man of equal intrepidity and 
& generoſity, offered to execute this enterpriſe. 
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e The order then being accurately imitated, 


and, by means of a bribe, the real ſtamp of the 
miniſter's ſignature procured, nothing remained 
but to find men bold enough to put the plan in 
execution. Phelipeaux and Ch. L'Oiſeau would 
have eagerly undertaken it; but both being 
known, and even notorious at the Temple, it 


© was abſolutely neceſſary to employ others. 


Meſſrs. B*** and L*** therefore, both men of 
tried courage, accepted the office with pleaſure 
and alacrity. 

« With this order then they came to the Tem- 
ple; M. B“ in the dreſs of an adjutant, 
and M. L“ as an officer. The keeper having 
peruſed the order, and attentively examined the 
miniſter's ſignature, went into another room, 
leaving my two deliverers ſor ſome time in the 
cruelleſt uncertainty and ſuſpenſe, At length 
he returned, accompanied by the regiſter (or 
greffier) of the priſon, and ordered me to be 
called. When the regiſter informed me of the 
orders of the Directory, I pretended to be very 
much concerned at it; but the Adjutant aſſured 
me, in the moſt ſerious manner, that this go 


« vernment were very far from intending: to ag- 


gravate my misfortunes, and that I ſhould bg 
Z 2 . very 
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t very comfortable at the place whither he was 
* ordered to conduct me. I expreſſed my grati- 
* tude to all the ſervants employed about the 
„ priſon, and, as you may imagine, was not very 
* Jong in packing up my clothes, 

At my return, the regiſter obſerved, that at 
6 leaſt fix men from the guard muſt accompany 
* me; and the Adjutant, without being in the 
_* leaſt confounded, acquieſced in the juſtice of the 
% remark, and gave orders for them to be called 
« out, But on refleftion, and remembering, as it 
* were, the laws of chivalry and of honour, he 
« addreſied me, ſaying, Commodore, you are an 
% Meer. I am an officer alſo. Your parole will be 
% enough. Give me that, and I have no need of an 
« gſcort.— Sir, replied I, if that is fufficient, I 
* ſwear upon the faith of an officer, to accompany | 
1% you wherever you chooſe to canduct me. Every 
* one applauded this noble action, while I confeſs I 
* had myſelf great difficulty to avoid ſmiling. 

The keeper now aſked for a diſcharge, and 
the regiſter gave the book to M. B., who 
* boldly ſigned it, with a proper flouriſh, L. Oger, 
# Adjutant-general. Meanwhile I employed the 
attention of the turnkeys, and loaded them with 


e favours, to prevent them from having time to 
| q reflect; 


. 


. 
* 
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« reflect: nor indeed did they ſeem to have any 
te other thought than their own advantage, The 
* regiſter and keeper accompanied us as far as the 
« ſecond court; and at length the laſt gate was 
« opened, and we left them after a long inter- 
*« change of ceremony and politeneſs, 

* Weinſtantly entered a hackney- coach, and the 
« Adjutant ordered the coachman to drive to the 
* ſuburb of St. Germain. But the ſtupid fellow 
% had not gone a hundred paces before he broke 
« his wheel againſt a poſt, and hurt an unfortu- 
« nate paſſenger; and this unlucky incident 
* brought a crowd around us, who were very 
« angry at the injury the poor fellow ſuſtained. 
e We quitted the coach, took our portmanteaus in 
“ our hands, and went off in an inſtant. Though 
the people obſerved us much, they did not ſay a 
« word to us, only abufing the coachman; and 
* when our driver demanded his fare, M. L*#**, 
through an inadvertency that might have cauſed 
us to be arreſted, gave him a double louis 
* d'or. 

« Having ſeparated, when we quitted the car- 
„ riage, I arrived at the appointed rendezyous 
with only my ſecretary and M. de Phélipeaux, 
« who had joined us near the priſon; and though 
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*I was very defirous of waiting for my two friends, 
4 to thank and take my leave of them, M. de 
% Phẽlipeaux obſerved, there was not @ moment 
. to be loſt, I therefore poſtponed till another 
« opportunity my expreſſion of gratitude to my 
« deliverers; and we immediately ſet off for 
% Rouen, where M. R“ had made every pre. 
c paration for our reception. 

« At Rouen we were obliged to ſtay ſeveral 
& days; and as our paſſports were perſectly regu- 
* Jar, we did not take much care to conceal our- 
„ ſelves, but in the evening we walked about the 


«town, or took the air on the banks of the 


Seine. 
« At length, every thing being ready for us to 
* croſs the channel, we quitted Rouen, and, 


„without encountering any further dangers, I ar- 


& rived in London, together with my ſecretary 
« and my friend M. de Phelipeaux, who could not 
% prevail on himſelf to leave us,” 


Such, or nearly ſuch, my dear friend, is the 
account given by Sir Sydney Smith of his eſcape; 
which, though I have written with haſte, I have | 
endeavoured 'to relate with accuracy. I am happy 
in having frequent opportunities of ſeeing Sir Syd- 

ney, 


( 17s ) 

ney, who is a brave and generous-hearted man, 
with a fine countenance, and eyes that ſparkle with 
intelligence. His very appearance ſhows that he 
has an ardent imagination, which naturally prompts 
him to form and execute bold and important enter- 
priſes ; and he ſeems, as it were, to be born to de- 
ſerve glory, and to acquire it. 

With M. Phelipeaux, whom I alſo frequently ſee 
at Sir Sydney's, I have long been acquainted. He 
poſſeſſes talents as an officer of engineers, is a 
worthy man, of a mild and engaging countenance, 


and of tried and undoubted courage. His health 


ſeems very delicate; and yet, although a young 
man, he has experienced many extraordinary ad- 
ventures; having ſerved in all the campaigns in 
the army of Conde. He commanded in Berry, 
and eſcaped death by breaking out of a ſtate pri- 
ſon, The Engliſh government has lately offered 
him a brevet of colonel, which he refuſed, ſaying 


he was in the ſervice of the King of France, and 
would accept no other ſo long as the leaſt hope 


remains of being uſcful to his country. 

But to return to the deported. Though but little 
acquainted with their plans, I cannot imagine they 
will continue long in London. They talk already 
of going to the continent. Should they go to 
$20 Hamburg, 


( .176 ) 


Hamburg, T will write you by them ; but ſome 


' buſineſs, which I cannot bring to a concluſion, 


detains me here at preſent. Great changes are 
announced as about to take place in France. May 
they be realized for the good of all parties! But, 
alas ! what endleſs evils oppreſs mankind ! What 
torrents of blood have flowed fince the commence. 
ment of the fatal revolution! What torrents of 
blood muſt fill be ſhed ! | 

Adieu, my dear friend. Continue to write to me 
frequently. Embrace for me our dear Paul, and 
remember me to the family of Pelſenn. I ſend 
you the books you aſk for, a work recently 
publiſhed on the French revolution, and the laſt 
number of Mallet-du-Pan's Mercure Britannique, 
Believe me wholly yours, | 
5 Dz R.. 
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THE PRESENT STATE 


OF ALL THE- 


DEPORTED PERSONS, ON THE I2TH FRUCTIDOR 
IN THE YEAR VII. (AUGUST 29TH, 1799). 


Or the ſixteen perſons firſt deported to Guiana, 
fix, as we have already ſcen in the courſe of 
this work, died at Sinamary, under the weight of 
miſery and perſecution : namely, 

M. de Murinais, an old ficld-marſhgl, and 

ſince Pariſian deputy to the Council of . 
Irongon-du- Coudray, a pleader celebrated for 
his eloquence, and a member of the Council of 
| Elders, 

Rovere, a member of the Convention, and ſince 
re · elected to the Council of Elders, 

Bourdon de I'Oiſe, formerly an attorney, mem- 
ber of the Convention, and deputy in the Council 
of Five Hundred. 

La Vilheurnois, formerly a maſter of requeſts, 
and agent to Louis XVIII. condemned by a mi- 
liary commiſſion to a year's impriſonment, and af- 
terwards deported to Guiana without trial. 

Brothier, a miniſter of religion, ex- proſefſor of | 
mathematics, and, during the revolution, an agent 


3 to 
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to Louis XVIII. condemncd to ten years impriſon- 
ment by a military commiſſion, and deported as 
the laſt, 
The cight following made their a ; namely, 
Pichegru, ex-general (in chief), and fince de. 
puty and preſident of the Council of Five 
Hundred, 
De la Rue, deputy from la Nievre, and mem- 
ber of the Committee of Inſpectors of the ſame 
Council, | 


but a 
Ramel, commander of the grenadier corps af 
the Legiſlative Body, leſt his companions in Lon- 
don, and went aver to the Continent to join his 
friend Dumas, together with whom he wrote his 
Narrative; nor could he indeed have choſen a 
better coadjutor. They are now both at Altona 
near Hamburg. | | 
Doſſonville, ex- agent of police, has lately leſt 


now in Germany. 


Hamburg to join Pichegru. 


Aubry, an officer of artillery, a member of the 
Convention, and deputy to the Council of Five 
Hundred. Various reports prevail concerning bim. 
He is faid by ſome to have died at Demé- 
rary, and by 'others to have arrived at Hamburg ; 

but 


e laſt remainod ſome months in London, 


( 179 ) 


but nothing certain is known relative to his fate. 
| He was, however, inſcribed in the liſt of emi 
grants, and the little property he ſtill poſſeſſed put 
| in ſequeſtration, His wife had made many ſacri- 
fices to procure him ſome relief, which ſhe ſent 
to him at Cayenne. This conſignment was ſeized 
by. Jeannet. 3 
Willot, general of brigade, and deputy from 
Marſeilles to the Legiſlative Body. He was in 
London on the 11th of laſt month, and intended 
to take his departure to join Pichegru. By this 
time they are probably together. 


1 


#. 


Barthelemy, ambaſſador to Switzerland, and af- 
terwards member of the Directory. He was obliged 
to leave London and go to the Continent. 

Le Tellier.—But my pen makes an involuntary 
pauſe, and my eyes overflow with tears of ſim- 
pathy and gricf,—Le Tellier is no more !—O Bar- 
thelemy ! baniſhment was not the heavieſt blow 
thy feeling ſoul endured ! Yes, thou hadſt once 
a generous friend, whoſe cares prolonged thy life, 

and that friend breathes no more. Le Tellier, alas 
died on his paſſage from Demerary to London, 
« My dear maſter,” faid be, as he was breathing 
his laſt, © live but happy the reſt of thy days, and 
*« I die contented,” 
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The afflidted Barthelemy, oppreſſed with the { 
profoundeſt grief, could ſcarcely be perſuaded to ' 
leaye the corpſe of his friend, which he bathed | 


with his tears and preſſed to his boſſom, as though 
he would have re-animated it by imparting to it his 
own life; and it was with great difficulty he was 
at length removed from this melancholy ſcene. 
Yes, excellent Le Tellier, thou art no more! 
But thy heroic actions ſhall long ſurvive thee, — 
May thy name never he pronounced without re- 
ſpect and veneration ! May thy memory be handed 
down to the lateſt poſterity, and the remembrance 
of thy virtues ſometimes filence the remembrance 
of the crimes that have polluted our unhappy 
country! | 
Of the exiles that refuſed to make their eſcape, 
only two are ſtill at Guiana; namely, 

. Barbé-Marbois, ex-intendant of St. Domingo, 
and member of both the Legiſlative Aſſeinblies. 
Laffond-Ladébat, a banker, Pariſian deputy to 
the Legiſlative Aſſembly, and afterwards re- elected 
to the Council of Elders, of which he was Preſi- 
dent on the 18th Fructidor. 

; {; "Theſe two deputics are fiill in baniſhment at 
Sinamary, where death continually hangs over 

them, though it has not yet deſtroyed them ; and 

"T7 3 they 
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they wait with fortitude for the time when juſtice 
ſhall liberate them from this dread abode. At 
length permiſſion has been granted them, and alſo to 
Job-Aime, to go to the iſle of Olèron. Heaven 
grant, that when this permiſſion arrives, they may 
ſtill be alive, and able to make uſe of it ! 
Job-Aim is till living. On his arrival at Gui 
ana he obtained permiſſion from Jeannet's ſucoeſ- 
ſor, Brunel, to eftabliſh himſelf in a plantation in 
the neighbourhood of Cayenne, | 
Gibert- Deſmolières.— This worthy man, who was 
always ſo uſeful to his country, has ceaſed to exiſt. 
Ile was in the ſame plantation with Job-Aimé, 
where, after ſeveral violent fits of illneſs, he began 
to accuſtom himſelf to the pernicious climate he 
inhabited. But, exhauſted by the exceſſive heats 
which are reflected from a burning ſand, he could 
not reſiſt the temptation to bathe; in conſequencyg 
of which his fever returned ; and being ſubject to 
the gout, he had alſo a dreadful attack of that 
diſorder, and expired a few days after, 
Twelve of thoſe who were deported by the fri- 
gate La Decade, have lately effected their eſcape, 
having employed the ſame means, and taken the 
ſame route, as Pichegru and his friends, though it 
is not yet known whether they had the ſame ſucceſs, 


2 Almoſt 
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Almoſt all the reſt, prieſts, journaliſts, and emis. 
grants, have died of mifery and want. 

According to the Report of Defvicux, that el 
commandant, of whom the exiles had fo mucli 
cauſe to complain, there only exiſted at Guiana, 
at the time when it was drawn up, forty of their 
number. Governors of France, ye that are ac- 
quainted wit} this ſact, remove your victims fron 
that murderous climate! Men of every party, if 
you are deaf to the voice of juſtice, liſten at leaſt 
to the voice of humanity | Join in demanding that 
theſe unfortunate men ſhould be at length reſcued 
from an approaching and a painful death. A few 
days longer, and they will have fallen. Perhaps 
even now the laſt of them has expired, and-it is 
no longer in your power to ſave them! 
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MEMOIRE OF BARBE-MARBOIS, | 


ADDRESSED TO HIS WIFE, 


| | — Audi 
Nulla unquam de morte hominis cunctatio eſt, 


Sinamary, 12 Thermidor, in the year yr, 
My dear Eliza, 

I WROTE you on the 2oth Vent6ſe, requeſting 
you to uſe all your exertions to bring on my trial, T 
ſent you my letter at twelve different times, ſome by 
friends, ſome by the depoſitaries of public authority, 
requeſting them to peruſe it before they ſent it. I 
have purſued the ſame method with the preſent. 

A captive, at the diſtance of 1600 leagues from 
my native country, and in abſolute dependance 
upon thoſe by whom I am baniſhed ; alone, as it 
were, before the aſſembled nation, I enter on my 
defence, deprived, alas ! of eyery aid but that of truth 
and juſtice, 

Time, which brings all human affairs to a cloſe, 
will one day alſo put a period to my baniſhment, 
either by laying me with my companions in the ce- 
metery of Sinamary, or by reſtoring me to my native 

land. 
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land, But a premature, a violent, and a uſeleſs 
death would fix an indelible ſpot on thoſe who 
ſhould be the authors of it; whereas my being 
recalled, and afterwards tried, would be an act of 
equity, that would do honour to my country, reſtore 
vigour to the laws, and give ſplendour to the conſti- 
tution, Elevated with this hope, I ceaſe to conſider 
myſclf as an inſulated being; for, if juſtice is dear to 
man, and if my tellow citizens really love it, their 
will muſt be, that I ſhould be brought to trial. 

In every page of the Conſtitution they will find 
an anſwer equally ſavourable and energetic to my 


demand“: and as I would never have ſuffered 
theſe 


No one ſhall be proſecuted, accuſed, arreſted, or impri- 
ſoned, except in the caſes determined by the law, and according 
to the forms preſcribed.” Art. VIII. | 

« No one ſhall be tried, until he has been heard or legally 
&« called.” Art. XI. 

The members of the Legiſlative Body, from the time of their 
election and until thirty days after the apron their func- 
tions, ſhall only be tried according to the forms preſcribed in the 
* following articles. For criminal acts they may be ſeized flagrante 
delia: but information thereof ſhall be communicated with- 
out delay tothe Legiſlative Body, and the proſecution ſhall not 
« be continued until the Councils ſhall have ſanctioned the accu- 
4 ſation.” Art, CXII. 

„ Excepting the caſe of fagrans delictum they ſhall not be 
* brought betore the officers of police, or put under arreſtation, 
until the Councils have propoſed and ordered their trial,” 
Art. CXxIII. 


« In 
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theſe laws to be infringed with regard to any 'one 
of my colleagues, I was very far from believing they 
could have been violated in my caſe. Still leſs did 
I apprehend, that the national repreſentation, for 
the ſecurity of which all the members ſtand pled 
to each other, and have a mutual intereſt i 
porting the laws, would be ſo far miſled by a 
error as to ſtrike a mortal blow at its own exiſtence, 
by ſacrificing a conſiderable portion of its members. 

At the time this blow fell upon us, the Legiſlative 
Body expected that thoſe who were the authors of 


it would produce the proofs of our crimes; that 


theſe would be ſo arranged as to aſſign to each of 
the accuſed his ſhare of the crime; and that the 


criminals, moſt of whom did not even know each 


other even by ſight, would be accuſed individually, 


In the caſes ſtated in the two laſt articles, members of the Le» 
« giſlative Body (hall not be brought before any other tribunal 
than the High Court of Juſtice.” Art. CXIV. 

© They ſhall be brought before the ſame Court for acts of 
« treaſon, dilapidation, manceuvres to overturn the conſtitution 
« of the State, and crimes againſt the internal ſafety of the Re- 
public.“ Art. CXV. | 

« No denunciation againſt a member of the Legiſlative Body 
enn be made a ground for a proceſs, unleſs drawn up in writing, 
« ſigned, and addreſſed to the Council of Five Hundred.” 


Art, CXVI. 


« Accuſation pronounced againſt a member of the Legiſlative 
Body involves his ſuſpenſion.” Art, CXXIII. | 


BB and 
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and not en maſſe. Hence their juſt and generots 
impatience frequently broke out, and on the 23 
Pluvidſe, the very day on which I wrote to you to 
accelerate my trial, the Repreſentative Bailleul ſpoke 


Kfollows,'in the name of the Committee appointed, 
| our condemnation, to declare our crimes ;— 
«FM is not,” ſaid he, through want of zeal that 
« the Committee have not yet brought up their re- 
« port relative to the events of the 18th Fructidor:“ 
and after this candid declaration, he added, © They 
« are expecting very important papers ſeized by 
« the Miniſter of Police.“ 
The Committee expected them. O Juſtice ! 
Then they poſſeſſed them not, although, five months 
before, they ſent us into baniſhment, or rather con- 
demned us to death. This perhaps is the firſt in- 
Nance upon record, in which, after ſo long an inter- 
yal, and after the death of part of the condemned, 
it has been talked of to produce the prooſs of an 
offence puniſhed proviſorily with a mortal penalty. 
If I am able to demonſtrate my own innocence, it 
will be a new example of the danger of thus over- 
turning the immutable arder of all criminal proce- 
dures, and the order of reaſon itſelf, which requires 
the proof of the crime always to precede its pu- 
niſhments : and henceforward ſhall this caſe be 
| cited 


— 
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) cited in the hiſtory of extraordinary judgments, as 


one moſt calculated to ſhow the dreadful conſe- , 
| quences of precipitate and anticipated condemna- 
tions, 


| But if you had not theſe proofs after an interval of 
five months, you have ſurely received them ſince ; 
for the Miniſter of Police, you ſay, had ſcized them, 
At length, after another month had elapſed, the 
Council of Five Hundred, received on the 26th Ven- 
toſe, this long-conſidered Report, which had been 
announced fix months before, and which they ought 
to have received previous to our condemnation, 
This Report, which was at length tardilÞ®produced, 
as the act of accuſation againſt the deported perſons, 
contains the moſt evident proofs of my innocence. 
It is true I am here ſpeaking only of myſelf; 
though, according to an obvious rule of natural 
juſtice, the innocence of my companions muſt be 
preſumed, as well as my own, till ſentence is pro» 
nounced. But as every aceuſation ought to be per- 
ſonal and particular, ſo ought likewiſe the deſence. 
Mine, which was from the firſt ſo eaſy, is rendered, 
if poſlible, ſlill more ſimple by this Report, of which 
the printing was decreed : and inſtead of the trite 
aſſertion ol, Tam innocent,” which I might utter 
in common with the oppreſſed, I may ſay, I am 
| BB 2 4. innocent 
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* imocens by the Report of Bailleul.” This Report! 
read with the utmoſt avidity, rather wiſhing, than 
hoping or expecting, to find fome accufation or 
 infinuation againſt myſelf. I wiſhed it, I ſay; be- 
cauſe I Thould then have known to what I had to 
reply ; whereas now, though not accuſed of any 
crime whatever, I am till equally compelled to 
vindieate myſelf, ſince I am puniſhed as though I 
were not only accufed, bat tried and condemned, 
© « Your Committee,” ſaid Bailleul in his Report, 
4 have collected ALL. THE FACTS HITHERTO 
% xwowng— A the fats!” Here, then, is the 
accufation, together with the fats on which it is 
grounded. I will proceed with the help of this 
glimmering of juſtice; and if all the facts are to- 
tully forcign to me, it is evident I am not com- 
prehended in the accufation. On reading this de- 
claration then, Which to me is ſo important, I re- 
doubled my attention, and ſought thronghont the 
Report both for my nate and the facts that might 
be laid to my charge; but my name is not once 
oy, TR Among the facts, however, is one in 
® which I confeſs 1 participated together with the ma- 
jority of the Councils. 


The horde, firengthened by the em 
* the Repreſentative Bailleul, have placed 
Barthelemy 
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« Barthelemy in the Directory; that Barthẽlemy 
« who was ſo much ſpoken of in the correſpondence 
« of Le Maitre; that Barthelemy who wrote to 
the author of the tragedy of Louis XVI. 14 
« not think you can again ſet foot on the territories of 
France To me it is indifferent whether Bar- 
thelemy was ſpoken of by Le Maitre, or whether 
he wrote theſe words or not; but if his nomination 
is a crime that deſerves deportation, why have 
only eleven of the 250 members of the Council of 
Elders been deported ? 

But I will deſtroy this accuſation byymeans ſtill 
more direct. Barthelemy, who had been during ſeven 
years ambaſſador from the Republic to Switzer- 
land, was inveſted both with the external marks, 
and the real proofs of the confidence of the Di- 
redtory. He had negotiated, concluded, and 
1 ſigned the treaties of peace contracted between the 
Republic and the Kings of Spain and of Pruſſia, 
As Ambaſſador, he was particularly pointed out to 
our choice by the Conſtitution ; while the Execu- 
| tive, to whom belong both the nomination and 
diſmiffal of the diplomatic functionaries, thus in- 
formed us he was worthy to be placed in the Di- 
reQory, by giving him, during ſo long a period, 

the moſt public proofs of perfe& confidence, Let 
| | | me 
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me. afk, then, whether among the whole maſs of 
French citizens there were many candidates who 
united ſuch deciſive claims to preference ; and 


| whether, provided this charge had the leaſt founda- 


tion, the pretended crime would not belong to the 
Direclory itſelf, rather than the Legiſlative Body! 
Ought not all thoſe alſo to be accuſed that elected 
Carnot, who was deported equally with Barthe- 
lemy? In ſact, however, this ſtrange accuſation 
cannot attach to either of theſe powers: it merely 
ſerves to ſhow the impoſſibility of ſuggeſting any 
real matter gf accuſation. | 

This charge being diſpoſed of and defiroyed, [ 
45 not find throughout the Report a ſingle word 
that can apply to me more particularly than to any 


other member of the Legiſlative Body. Were 


Bailleul himſelf in Guiana, and had to reply to the 
Report, he could neither hold a different language, 
nor deſend himſelf by more concluſive reaſoning. 
The only difference between us is, that he read the 
Report to the Legiſlative Body, and I read it at 
Sinamary. But the diſtance and difference of 
climates cannot conſlitute either innocence or cri- 


minality,, I am neither named, nor eyen,pointed 


at, in the Report ; and I cannot, without offending 
that body, ſuppoſe, that, had it been read to the 
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Council fix months previous to the 1 8th Fructidor, 
they would, after hearing it, have ſent me to the 
deſerts of Guiana, where I am threatened with the 


ſame miſerable fate as half my companions in de- 


portation have experienced. mM 

It is impoſſible but the colleagues of the Repre- 
ſentative Bailleul, after having attentively heard 
him, muſt have ſaid, „Some of the deported 
« perſons, it is true, are named in the Report; 
« but the reſt are not even pointed at. The crimes 
« ſet forth are foreign to them, and yet capital 
« puniſhments have been inflifted on them all; 
“for thoſe unfortunate men are following each 
« other to the grave, and their ſurvivors do but 
« miſerably languiſh under the weight of their 
« accumulated ſufferings. They have v. 

« condemned in a maſs. Sometimes, indeed, . 
evolutionary tribunals have heaped together 
« various accuſations, but they have always tried 
« the accuſed one by one, for crimes perſon- 
0 ally imputed to them, and crimes detailed in 
« their ſentence. Never was it ſaid, Paul is 
“e guilty of murder, let Paul, therefore, be con- 
% demned to death, and with him all thoſe who 
© have fallen into our hands. Humanity and 
© reaſon here go hand in band with the laws in op- 
poſing ſuch proceedings, and even require that 


6 thoſe 


n all 
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* thoſe who are — Glt-hoddics. 
* exempted from all condemnation.” 

It is well known that the Council reminded 
Bailleul himſelf of the language of equity and 
wiſdom, which he had ſpoken on the 24th Nivôſe; 
and I have a pleaſure in reciting them here: The 
& conſtitution,” ſaid he, © has laid down the forms 
* to be adopted in accuſations of the repreſentatives 
« of the people, and I demand that thoſe rules be 
« conformed to.” 

It would. be difficult to conceive what reply 
Bailleul could make to this reaſoning, I ſhall copy 
his anſwer to it from a note annexed to his Report: 
% Note. From my not having ſtated particular | 
« facts, perſonally, of each of the individuals 
« comfſehended in the law of deportation, it 
«may, perhaps, be inferred, that thoſe, at leaſt, | 
« who are not mentioned in the documents by 
„name, ought not to be conſidered as guilty. 
6% But this would be a great miſtake. Suppoſe a 
« houſe to be broke open and robbed, and that 
* the thieves go off together, ſome of them only 


' & carrying away the ſtolen goods, in this caſe can 
« it be ſaid the reſt are innocent, becauſe there is 
* no other, proof but that they entered and left the 
t houſe ber, and pt they continued in com- 

| „ pany, 
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« pany, and did not ſeparate ? The crime confiſts 
jn the violation of the houſe of a citizen, not in 
© the unknown ſhare each individual may have had 
* in the acts by which the crime was perpetrated, 
In the preſent caſe, a vaſt conſpiracy hasſꝶxiſted 
* to cauſe the ſuffrages of the people to fall on bad 
citizens. It is evident that theſe bad citizens, in 


the various functions entruſted to them, have 
« purſued the ſteps pointed out to them by the 
agents of the conſpiracy, have borrowed their lan- 
e guage, have been preſent at their meetings, and 
* that the plot was on the point of breaking out. 
« It is evident, therefore, that they are implicated 
in the conſpiracy, although we cannot ſtate of 
* each individual, that he did ſuch ſpecific acts, or 
* deſcribe the preciſe part he was to perform.” 
Sce page 47. | 
Although I have faithfully extracted this note, 
I muſt obſerye, that it was not read to the Council, 
and is no part of the Report of which the priating 
was ordered, I ſhould even refrain from anſwering 
it, were I not determined to confute every ob- 
jection, how futile ſoever it may be, in order to 
prove, that not even any thing the leaſt ſpecious in 
appearance can be laid to my charge, | | 
0 This 
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This taſk, indeed, is extremely ealy ; for even 
ſuppoſing the words juſt quoted had been read at 
the tribune previous to my condemnation, their 
plain and obvious ſenſe is, that a band of robber, 


had 'F ſurpriſed plundering a houſe, and that! 
was 0 


would immediately have aſked where and what I 
had folen ? whether the banker's ſtrong box, the 


of the number. The Council, therefore, 


national treaſure, or ſome depoſit or magazine of 
goods, either public or private? To this Bailleul 

yould have replicd, They have conſpired; I have 
PX of them as robbers merely by way of meta- 
phor. They have conf] pired then, would: the judges 
have ſaid, and you ſay they did not ſeparate; 
interrogate me, I ſhould have ſaid, „On the 18th 
*« Fructidor I was arreſted at the houſe of the pre- 
ident, where ſeven of us were aſſembled, namely, 
« Laffond the Preſident, Piedac Dericot, Tron- 
con, Launois, Goupil Preſeln, Maillard, and 
« myſelf. When the Gendarmerie came, the 
« doors were freely opened, and no one attempted 
« to fly; we were conducted without the leaſt 
* reſiſtance to the houſe of the Miniſter Sottin ; 
« we pointed but to him that there was a miſtake, 


«© and that the order of arreſtation named a dit- 


" ſcrent houſe; he acknowledged % aid it was of 
cc no 
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« no conſequence, and added theſe truly memora- 
« ble words : © That after what he had taken upon 
© himſelf, the committing himſelf a little more 
& or a little leſs was of little importance; and 
* upon this explanation we were all ſent to the 
„% Temple.” Yet of all the ſeven, only Laſſond, 
Trongon, and I, were ſent to Guiana; the reſt 
were ſet at liberty the next day, and reſtored to 
their legiſlative ſunctions. This proves that it is 
not to the Preſident's houſe that Bailleul refers, 
and that we were not conſpiring there; and thus 
his conſpiracy alſo is a mere metaphor. 

By this fimple and eaſy analyſis, the Council 
would have cleared up a ſubject purpoſely clothed 
in obſcurity ; they would not have ſuffered that the 
ſtatement and the terms of it ſhould be chang- 
ed; that a mere unſubſtantial phantom, that ſhrinks 
and vaniſhes from examination, ſhould be pro- 
duced as a concluſive witneſs; or that, in order to 
execute judgment upon us, and condemn us to 
puniſhments of which death is too certainly the 
conſequence, recourſe ſhould be had to tropes and 
figures for want of more ſolid and deciſive proofs. 

Citizen Bailleul accuſes us of cauſing certain 
counter-revolutionary decrees to paſs; ſuch vague 
and general imputations afford not even matter for 
0 2 diſcuſſion 
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diſcuſſion or reply ; one ſingle obſervation inſtantly 
deſiroys this accuſation. At the fittings of the 
Council of Elders, from one hundred and fiſty to 
two hundred members uſually aſſembled, whereas 
the prgſcribed members are only eleven! Beſides, 
theſe decrees ought to have been ſpecified, as alſo 
the individuals who ſupported or oppoſed them. 
Bailleul ſpecifies the decree of « The organization 
% the Gendarmerie, ſo drawn up that no officer of 
« the revolution can enter it.” Yet this very decree, 
when brought into the Council of Elders, was diſ- 
cuſſed and rejected. If it be ſaid this rejeion 
does not diſprove the intention of the deported 
members to paſs it, I reply, that only one of the 
| deported members ſpoke, and that member was 
myſelf; I ſpoke to oppoſe it, and it is recorded 
upon the journals of the Council, that my ſpeech 
was ordered to be printed ; conſequently it may be 
found among the archives, immediately after my 
objections had been heard, that the law was re- 
jected. Where then is this con/piracy, this uniform 
language, theſe meetings, and this agreement between 
us? How is it that this reſolution is a crime com- 
mon both to him who propoſed it to the Council of 
Five. Hundred, and to him who efficaciouſly 
oppoſed it in the Council of Elders, and that theſe 
; | perſons 
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perſons ſhould be together ſent into baniſhment to 
Guiana? I am far, however, from ſuppoſing this 
reſolution in the Council of Five Hundred can be 
converted into a crime: but even according to 
thoſe who conſider it as criminal, the orator who 
oppoſed it, and the Council that, immediately upon 
that oppoſition, rejected it, deſerve praiſe and com- 
mendation, 3 

Thus, anxiouſly employed in this careful, nay 
ſevere ſearch, for all that can be imputed. to me, I 
find my name in a liſt of royal miniſters, which 
Charles La Vilheurnois thought proper to deliver 
in, This mention of me is not, however, taken 
up by the Repreſentative Bailleul either in conſe- 
quence of that gencral maxim, that we are not to 
be accuſed for the act of another, or becauſe this 
could not be laid to my charge as a crime, while 
ſeven other citizens, who are likewiſe in the liſt, 
have not ſuffered the leaſt reproach on that account. 
Two days ago I was preſent at/the death of Charles 
La Vilheurnois, whoſe hut is near my own; but I 
declare, as he alſo declared himſelf, that at the 
time of his trial we did not even know each other. 

Thus do thoſe clouds vaniſh on which it has 
been attempted to found a poſthumous accuſation, 
for ſuch is the name it truly deſerves, ſince half the 


I deported 
\ * 
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deported have al ready followed each other to the 
grave at Sinamary, after dragging on a wretched 
and miſerable life. But this recital of all our ſuf- 
ferings would but afflit our friends, and fill our 
enemies with joy: I will ſpare the one that pain, 

I will deprive the other of that pleaſure. 
11 will add, however, a ſtatement that may ſhow 
the chances of mortality at Guiana. To me, in- 
deed, this ſad office peculiarly belongs, ſince I 
am one of the extremes of the dreadful propor- 
tion, Of all things that excite the fears and terrors 
of mankind, death is the moſt dreaded; the laws 
have made it the laſt and preateſt in the liſt of 
puniſhments, and hatred and vengeance ceaſe when 
their victims are in the grave. For us, deportation 
is in ſactrondemnation, without trial, either to a 
fure and ſpeedy death, or to a lingering and no 
leſs certain deſtruction. Of ten members of the 
Legiſlative Body who have been deported to Guiana, 
four have eſcaped this almoſt unavoidable doom by 
flight: they conſigned themſelves to the ocean in 
a ſragile bark, and I am ignorant of their fate; 
of the fix that remain, three have died in ſeven 
months, one of them being the oldeſt of our num- 
ber, another of a middle age, and the third the 
; youngeſt of us all: of their three ſurvivors, two 
| . ; have 
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have been dangerouſly ill, and are ſcarccly able to 
paſs the perilous gulf of convaleſcence. Such are 
our bills of mortality at Guiana, while at Paris, 
in the ſame ſpace of time, only one member has 
died out of the ſeven hundred and fifty who com- 
poſe the Legiſlative Body. Thus the chances of 
death at Paris and Guiana are as one to three 
hundred and ſeventy-five, or, to adopt the language 
of an aſſurance- office, the premium for inſuring; 
the life of a perſon deported without trial would be 
three hundred and ſeventy-five per cent, for every; 
one per cent. it would have coſt at Paris ſor an 
equal ſpace of time. 

And as if every thing concurred to 'prove the 
fatal accuracy of this calculation, of the two other 
deported perſons, not members of the Legiſlative: 
Body, one is likewiſe dead, namely, Charles La 
Vilheurnois. Theſe ravages exceed the moſt deadly; 


peſt, and are at leaſt equal to the puniſhment of 


cutting off the ears, ſlitting the noſe, and ſhav- 
ing the, head, inflicted by the Ruſſian laws on cer- 
tain” criminals, and which ſome hireling writers 
haye compared, with the pleaſures of our ſituation 
at Guia. 

Blood has not been ſhed, as n 


* is eyery thing, lawful. but the effuſion, of | 


. blood ? 
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blood ? Do not men die without the effuſion of 
blood ? Ah! had you heard my unfortunate com- 
panions exclaim during their long and cruel ſuf. 
ſerings, Would to God, that on the 18th Fruc- 

& tidor my life had been taken from me!“ 

Let me aſk whether the people of France in 
their conſcience approve that we ſhould be thus 
treated without form of trial? Do they approve 
that men, who are preſumed innocent until ſen- 
tence of condemnation, ſhould ſuffer the ſame 
puniſhment as a criminal tried and condemned for 
a capital crime; that guilt and innocence ſhould 
be thus confounded in the opinion of the careleſs 
and inattentive ; that by this confuſion of ideas 
and ſubverſion of order, the influence of example 
and all our notions of juſtice ſhould be de- 
ſtroyed, and that the dread of like unauthorized 
puniſhment ſhould henceſorward hang over the 
| heads of the moſt irreproachable citizens, aqathough 
they were the moſt criminal? 

Some of us have, as it were miraculouſly, ſur- 
vived the deſtructive effects of the climate, and 
the depreſſion of our wretched fate, Thus we 
_ afford the national juſtice-of our country an op- 
portunity to repair this violation of law and juſtice, 
of which error gas rendered- us the Wetims : and 

1 blen 


e time of the Report of the 26th V 
l exiſted not the ſhadow of a crime, Wit ſince 


ttm) 


juſtice cannot be granted to us, without in ſome 


meaſure granting it to the memory of thoſe who 
have already periſhed. No one has an (intereſt in 
preventing me from being brought to trial. All 
our friends, and every honeſt man, will ſupport 
your demand. Even my enemies will ſupport it, 


; my dear Eliza; if they would wiſh to paſs for ho- 
, neſt men, I am aware, however, that one diffi - 


culty may occur. How can we try a man,“ they 
may ſay, ** againſt whom there is no accuſation ? 
and could one be found, and were the accuſed 
«© acquitted, it will be more evident than &yer, 
„that he has been unjuſtly puniſhed.” This ob- 
jection, it is true, is important; but you may re- 
ply to it as follows: * When I demand to be 
« tried, a refuſal would make my innocence. the 
© more ſtrikillg ; and my defence would draw new 


, ftrength from the ſilence and dereliction of my 


« dehouncers. If, on the contrary, 1 am brgught 
© to trial, the conſequence, which is Mill uncer- 
© tain, may be fatal, In the one caſe nothing can 
* palliate their ;ojaſtice, in the other there is 
ſome chance of their being ſucceſsſy At the 


« 
ſe, there 


that period proofs and indications might be | 
v « found, 
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und. They may be collected until the mo- 
& ment of trial. Who knows but the in- 
dittment may bring ſome offence of ſome 
« ſpecies or other home to me?” "Tis thus they 
defynd (themſelves from the reproach of having 
refuſed me that which cannot be refuſed to any 
one. Innocent or guilty, they will get rid of an im- 


portunate veaſoner, who inceſſantly repeats to 1 


them, I am in your power, and yet you dare 
6 not try me; becauſe you know I am innocent, 
« and it is more convenient for you to waif till 
4 defth ſhall cloſe my lips.” Laſtly, ſhould I be 


gequitted, it will be honourable for them to ſay, 


We were his enemies, but were not willing to 
« deprive rus waght of legally proving his in- 
* nocence. 

If tome of thoſe yon may adds, forgetting 
that the duty of doing juſtice to every one is tranſ- 
mftteꝶ from one magiſtrate to another, ſhould ob- 
je that our misfortunes are not their act, that it 
is not their buſineſs to repair the injurics other men 
8 and that it is not for them 


to acqxit dn them 1 do not demand it of 
than: 1% demand the exerciſe of a right that 
 belongolls all men, and which it is equally im- 
80 | te Ht portant 


2 
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portant to them and to me to maintain inviolable— 

TI mean the right of trial. 

The greateſt misfortune that can happen to a 
judge is to condemn an innocent man. For ſuch 
an error, remorſe. would embitter his whole, life. 

But, this. misfortune in thoſe who have condemned 

me will be repaired, and their conſciences- ap- 
©  peafed, ſhould I but be tried, be the iſſue what it 
may, 

We have ſeen victorious factions in the moment 
of triumph ſtrike at every one at was within 
their reach, and the heat of the conflict ſeemed 
to excuſe their exceſſes, But I can never imagine” 
an eſtabliſhed, conſolidated, and regular go- 
vernment will coldly, and in violation of the laws, 
prolong the ſufferings of an innocent citizen, and 
unneceſſarilly expoſe him to almoſt certain death. 

The power of the Legiſlature is unlimited in 
whatever does not infringe the ſocial compact, 
that is, the conſtitution; which alone is paramount 
to it, But the conſtitution, neither the Legiſlature 
nor the whole Nation can infringe. If the people 
are deſirous to change it, they muſt degjare their 
will, and till then this ſupreme law is inviolable. 
| Bram when it undengos »regulag da u e 


e 


* 


( 204 ) * 

fiot have a retroſpective Oey over paſt tranſac. 
tions and events. 

© What then ſhall we fay of that ſingular and 
ſtriking ſentence which concludes Bailleul's Report: 
Let us baniſh thoſe abſurd theories of pretended 
e principles, and thoſe ſtupid appeals to the con- 
16 ftitution ?“ Behold how we muſt proceed, if 
we ceaſed for a moment to make juſtice our rule of - 
conduct. Having firſt violated the laws, we muſt 
then; in our own defence, declare thoſe to be 
ftupid, who apſſWl to them; and it naturally ſol- 
lows, that thoſe are wiſe and enlightened men, 
who violate them : and thus would men be neceſ- 
farily driven into anarchy and confuſion. I doubt 
not, however, but this doctrine muſt be promul- 
gated during a baniſhment that is accompanied 
with a refuſal of trial, How indeed can fuch 
meaſures be reconciled with the poſitive proviſions 
of the law? How can they appeal to them, fo 
long as we# are the living inſtances of their viola- 


tion? and even our death is ſo far from ſoothing 
our enemies, that it only ſhows in a more ſtriking 
manner, {that the laws are totally impotent and 
deſtitute of ſorco. What! and is the ſolemn and 
periogical reading of the Conſtitution, the inyoca- 
tion for its preſervation, but the amuſement of 

| fools ? 


6 


fools? What then muſt be the language of the 
enemies of the Conſtitution ? Or would it be dif- 
ficult to draw up an accuſation againſt me, if ſuch 
an afſertion could be ſound in my writings ? 

But let us, on the contrary, remember the oath 
we have taken never to violate this fundamental 
law, and to defend it at the peril of our lives, 
The people of France have not yet loſt their an- 
cient and habitual veneration for oaths, They 
contemn thoſe who violate them; they eſteem thoſe 
who inviolably adhere to them. In the ſimplicity 
of their hearts and underſtandings, they judge that 
_ a conſtitution declared inviolable, and confirmed 
by an oath, cannot be infringed without the 
 erime of perjury, and have no idea that its obſer- 
yance can be mere ſtupidity. Between theſe two 
manners of e N chooſe that of 


. edo and I have done. In a 


fate of nature, a juſt conviction of the violation of 
the contract renders it null and void; and this 
takes place between two nations, becauſe there is 
no ſuperior magiſtrate to guarantee and enſorce the 
performance of the treaty, But within the limits 
of u ſtate, no contract can be more ſacred or more 
* than thoſe by which a nation binds itſelf 

towards 
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towards itſelf and its own magifirates. Theſe 


compacts are inviolable, becauſe there is an ade- 
quate power to enforce the obedience of the refrac - 
tory. This caſe has been provided for by the Con- 
ſlitution. 

I am willing, — to allow all that ought to 
be allowed to extraordinary circumſtances, to uns 
foreſcen events, or even to force. I will ſuppoſe 
the danger of the Directory ſo great, that they 
imagined themſelves in a ſlate of nature with re- 
gard to the real or reputed faction, and therefore 
authorized, for, their own preſervation, to violate 
the ſocial compact. If fo, either force has reſtored 
the equilibrium, or that equilibrium is not yet re- 


ſtordd. If the latter be the fact, we are fill in a 
ſtate of anarchy; and the friends of order being 


ſurrounded with diſcord, muſt ſubmit to bear the 
yoke of ſadions that will ſucceſſively damen in 
their turn. But this is not the real ſtate 


The body politic is organized, in full activity, and 


enjoys the perfect vigour of exiſtence, But it is evis 


dent this. body can, only be, preſerved by juſtice 4 | 
and therefore it is the duty of the magiſtrates to 
deliver me without delay to the, tribunals, and thus 
to repair the injury the Conſtitution has received, 


If I am innocent, ee 
11 


„ 


2 


6 
if guilty, yet that puniſhment is a real op- 
preſſion until it ſhall be pronounced and ſanc- 
tioned by my judges. An omnipotent govern- 
ment ought, if they wiſh to maintain a character 
of juſtice, immediately to bring me to trial, "Mis 
would even be the duty of a weak and falling 
government: for it could only recover its ſtrength 
by clinging to the ſtatue of Juſtice. The path of 
thoſe who are at the head of affairs in a powerful 
but tottering empire, ſinking beneath the moſi 
violent ſhocks, is pointed out by reaſon, The firſt 
ſtep to recover from the crifis of deſtruction leads 
to the temple of Juſtice, If there are citizens 
ſed of any crime, deliver them to the tribunals. 
| © vigorous meaſure will reanimate the hope of 
| good citizens, keep the faftious under due re- 
* . conſolidate the national credit; pleaſe every 
ö * hongſt man, and ſatisfy the whole people of France; 
while putiiſhments without trial do but fill the ci- 
A ebe With uſeleſs terror, and proclaim to all the 
world he eakneſs of an expiring government. 

1 not better conſirm the foregoing refledions 
chan by 4 qiating the ſtriking language of the Tri- 
| 'bunal of Appeal, in a ſentence | ronounced by them 

on the 25th Pluvidſ laſt ; demand that the 
fe ved be led ts my own ca „The 
e nobleſt 


5 
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* nobleſt uſe,” ſay they, which a governmetif 
* can make of the powers entruſted to it by the 
people, is to repreſs the public functionaries who 
„ ſhall violate the forms eſtabliſhed for the pre- 
«Mervation of liberty.” | 

I am fond alſo of recalling. to mind that import- 
ant maxim with which Bailleul's Report con- 
cludes: ** To have a right to be ſevere, we muſt 
* firft be juſt,” 
Endeavour, my dear Eliza, endeavour to have 
me extricated by a trial from this dreadful ſolitude, 
in which the death of my companions has left me, 
and thus put an end to the torments J have en- 
dured for theſe twelve months paſt. Fear not tha 
your zeal can be fatal to me, or that my boldneſs 4 
ſhould be puniſhed by an increaſe. of rigour. is 
fortitude and conſtancy of an oppreſſed and in | 
cent man, "who only demands ta he dein 5 
ſeverity, will ſoon attract the attention and eie 
the intereſt of the public. To ſhield me 0 
imaginary and at leaſt a doubtful eyil, yourffecs © 
tion would expoſe me to certain death ; and you % 
yourſelf would fall a victim to your ſogrows. | On, 


_ endeavour to t me, once more before die, to 


behold my dear o|&mother of#fourſore,. and you 
and our child, and our native country. 
| (Signed) BaxBEH-Mn2018. 
APPEN- 
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JEN | f No. | 
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IN THE NAME OF THE PRENCH REPUBLIC. 


Inſiruclions given by the Special Agent of the Executive 
Directory in French Guiana to Citizen Boucher, Commiſſary 
of War, relative to the Perſons deported, in conformity te 
the Law of the 19th Frudtidor, in the Year JV. 


Art, I. 


| Cirrzen Boucher, Commiſſary of War, who is to 
accompany the deported perſons to Sinamary, in execu- 
tion of the law of the 19th FruQidor, ſhall, on the 6th of 


this month, go on board of the ſhip appointed to convey 
them. | 


IT. At the time of their diſembarkation at Sinamary, he 
ſhall accompany them to the place prepared for their recep- 
tion, and proceed, together with the Commandant of that 
ſation, and the Engineer Prevoſt, to ſee them properly 
diſpoſed of. | 

III. He ſhall take care that the effects ſent for their uſe 
to the keeper of the ſtores, be equally diſtributed among 
them, and take a receipt for the ſame. 

IV. He ſhall attend at the diſtribution which Citizen 
Prevoſt is authorized to make to the deported, of an acre 
* E * of 


ee] 


of land each, as an uſufruct out ef the unoccupied lands 
neareſt to their reſidence ®, 

V. Should any of the deported expreſs a deſire to be 
ſituated near each other in the ſettlements prepared for 
them, he ſhall accede to their requeſt, 

VI, Should one or more of the deported wiſh to hire, 
at their own expenſe, houſes or apartments for their greater 
accommodation, he ſhall conſent thereto, provided theſe 
apartments be within the town of Sinamary, and not elſe- 
where. | | 

VII. Citizen Boucher ſhall declare to all the deported 
together, that their reſidence at Sinamary, although con- 
formable to the intentions of the government, is, however, 
merely proviſionary 1; that during the whole of their ſtay 
they muſt never paſs the ſea to the northward ; the left 
bank of the Kourou to the eaſtward ; and two days and a 
half's journey to the ſouthward; or to the right bank of 
the Iracombo to the weſtward z but they may go at their 
own expenſe as far as its mouth, only to communicate with 
the French town, and the Indian village bearing the ſams 
dame with that river. | | 

That their excurſions muſt always be ſo regulated, that 
they may every Quintidi and Decadi be at their reſpeQive 
reſidences from ten to eleven in the forenoon, to receive the 
viſit of the Commandant of the Poſt, who is to tranſmit an 
account of their proceedings. 98 80 


* This, conceſſion way abſolutely nugatory and without effect, 
as the reſidence of the deported at Sinamary was but proviſonary, 
and they were not alla ed to have any labourers. a 

+ Thus was their future condition left in total uncertainty, it 
being 22 declared that it depended ſolely on the arbitrary will 

5 eilt. 

t This reſtriction rendered the permiſſion to traverſe the extent 
of oquntry aſſigned, and whigh has been ſo much boaſted in France, 
as it they eryoyed perfect liberty, totally null aud, uſeleſs. 
| > That 


* 


| 


—: - 
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That for their own ſecurity they ſhould beware not to g0 
to any diſtance without guides. 

That the ſtore-keeper of the ſtation ſhall furniſh each of 
them with ſailors' allowance till further orders. 

That the Commiſſary ſhall continue to furniſh them with 


the requiſite clothing upon demand. 


That in caſe of ſickneſs they ſhall be attended by the 
ſurgeon of the ſtation, either at the military hoſpital or 
at their own homes, but in the latter caſe at their own par- 
ticular expenſe, 

That no inſtruments of huſbandry, fiſhing-tackle, or 
hunting accontrements, ſhi, be ſupplied them by the Re- 
public till they are put in poſſeſſion of the ground ultimately 
deſigned for their uſe, 

That henceforward, to procure theſe articles, as well as 
all others they may deſite, whether for uſe or pleaſure, they 
muſt apply directly to the Commiſſary. 

That as to their correſpondence both with the capital 
of the colony and abroad, they may ſend their letters under 
ſeal to the Commandant of the Poſt, under whatever 
addreſſes and covers they may think proper, and the fame 
ſhall be forwarded. 

VIII. Citizen Boucher is authoriged to read to the 
deported, articles IV. V. VI. VII. and VIII. of theſe 
preſents, 2nd even to furniſh copies thereof to thoſe who 
ſhall deſire them. | 5 

IX. Before quitting Sinamary he ſhall procure ſufficient 
documents of the ſteps he ſhall have taken in virtue of theſe 
inſtructions. 

If he ſhould foreſee that he will be obliged to continue in 
that diſtrict two whole days after his difembarkation, he 
ſhall the next day inform the Commandant of the ſame, 
that the ſchooner may be forthwith ſent back, together 
wh the perſons it is to convey ; in that cafe Citizen 

EE 2 Boucher 
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Boucher ſhall return to Cayenne by land, which he ſhall 
perform with the leaſt delay poſlible. 
At Cayenne, the 4th Frimaire, in the year vi. of 
the Republic. 


(Signed) JEANNET, 
1 
No. II. 
Arrtti of the Special Agent of the Executive Direcory. 


Being informed by the diſpatches of the Miniſter of 
Marine and of the Colonies, under date of 11th Pluvioſe, 
and 25th Ventöôſe laſt, that it is the intention of the Direc- 
tory, that the deported may form agricultural and commer- 
cial eſtabliſhments in all parts of Guiana, except the 
capital of the colony and the iſland of Cayenne, orders as 
follows : 

Art, I. Every deported perſon who ſhall deſire to form 
an agricultural or commercial eſtabliſhment in any part of 
the colony not excepted by the Executive Directory, hall 
be required to preſent a demand to that effect to the De- 
partmental Adminiſtration, through the medium of the 
Commandant in Chief, accompanied with a certificate from 
a land or houſcholder, viewed by the Municipality of the 
diſtrict where the ſaid land or houſcholder reſides, proving 
that the demandant is in treaty for the purchaſe or hire of 
a plantation or houſe, and that he has ſufficient means to 
cultivate the ſaid plantation, or to Carry on trade. 

II. The Departmental Adminiſtration ſhall aſcertain the 
fa& ſet forth in the certificate which accompanies the de- 
mand, which demand they ſhall forthwith forward, together 
with their opinion and the grounds thereof, to the Agent 
of the Executive Directory, that he may thereupon proceed 


to determine upon the whole, in ſuch manner as ſhall 
ſeem fit. 


The 
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The Departmental Adminiſtration and the Commandant 
in Chief are charged, each in their reſpective departments, 
to put in force this preſent arrèté, which ſhall be printed 
and poſted up. 

Ordered at the national reſidence of the Agent of 
the Executive Directory at Cayenne, this 3oth 
Prairial, in the year v1. of the French Republic, 
one and indiviſible, 


32 (Signed) JEANNET. 


By the Agent of the Executive Directory, 
(Signed) Epme Mavpvuirt, 
Secretary-general to the Agent, 


® 


Neote—lt is evident that this arret& was a mere voluntary 
conceſſion, in the nature of an indulgence, ſince it only 
concerned thoſe of the deported, who might deſire to form 
eltabliſhments, 


— . 


No. III. 


IN THE NAME OF THE FRENCH REPUBLIC, 


The Special Agent of the Executive Directory in French 

Guiana, having examined the Report of the Commillary, 

under date of the 8th of this month, from which it appears, 

the expenſes occaſioned by the deported, from the 22d 

Brumaire to the 3oth Florcal laſt, amount to 22,022 fr. 
5 cents, orders as follows :— 

Art. I. From this time forth till the 22d Brumaire of the 
year V11. nothing ſhall be furniſhed to the deported now at 
Sinamary, but their lodging; a ſailor's allowance per day, 
and their attendance at the military hoſpital and maritime 
ports, or in caſe of ſickneſs. 


II. 
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II. There ſhall however be held, at the diſpoſition of the 
five deported perſons, who have received leſs than 609 franks 
in ſtores of the Republic, a ſum of 821 franks 15 cents, 
which ſhall be divided among them in the proportion of what 
they have already received, 

III. The regulations of Art. I. are extended to Billaud. 
IV. All former regulations contrary hereto are revoke, 
The Chief of Adminiſtration acting. in the capacity of 
Commiſſary, is charged with the execution of the preſent 
Arrcte, | 
Ordered at the national reſidence of the Agent 
of the Executive Directory, this roth Prairial, 
in the year v1, of the French Republic, one and 
indiviſible. | 
(Signed) JEANNET. 


By the Agent of the Directory, 
(Signed) EDM Mavpuir, 
decretary-general to the Agent. 


— 


Extrudt if a Litter ts the Commiſſary, from the Agent of the 
Executive Direftory, gth Fructider, ia the year VII. 
1 


You will underſtand with the Commandant in Chief, ſo 
88 to notify to the aforcſaid individuals (the deported at Sina- 
mary), that if, previous to the 26th of this month, they do 
not ſhow that they are likely to ſettle themſelves, on their 
own account, in Guiana, they ſhall then be conducted to 
Conanama by the armed force, and aſſimilated with the 
deported who are reſident there; and the ſame ſhall be 
executed accordingly, 

In confequence of this regulation it ſhould ſeem, that 


A 


L every 
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every expenſe, on account of the deported at Sinamary, ought 
to ceaſe on the 1ſt Vendemiaire next, | 
(Signed)  JeanneT Davin. 


A true Copy. | 
(Signed) Commandant in Chief, 
DesVvIEUX, 
The Chief of Adminiſtration of the Marine, 
RoUTTAGEN, 


Nate—The Commiſſary, in his Letter. to the Store» 
keeper, added, that in conſequence of this meaſure, the Com- 
mandant ſhould remove his quarters back again to the 
old Preſbytery, and all extra rent cauſed by the reſidence of 
the deported at Sinamary, would alſo ceaſe on the iſt Vende- 
miaire. EO 

It muſt be obſerved, that the Commandant had then re- 
fided above two months at the old Preſbytery. 

By theſe contradictions, and more particularly by the harſh 
ſty le of this laſt letter, it may be perceived to how arbitrary 
a power the deported are ſubject, 

The number of deaths is accurately compared with the 
Extracts and Statements ſent to the Miniſter of Marine. 


* 


THE END, 
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E „Wen Arb of the. DErORTATION: 40 
| CAYENNE, of Barthelemy, Pichegru, ;Willot, Marbois, 
La Rue, Ramel, &c. Ke. in-conſequence. of the Reyolu- 
won of the 18th Fructidor (Sepember 4, 1797). Contain. 
Ing a Variety pf important F acts, relative. to that Reyo- 
lIlution, and to the Voyage, Reſidence, aud Eſcape of Bar- 
1 thelewy, Pichegru, &c. &c. 

„ FROM THE 'FRENCH TY 


13 GENERAL RAMEL, - 
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3 "4 CA e - x dor any where appear to he Se * 
| * bs it related in a ſtraip of deſpondeney ; yet it is not on that account the leſs alle” 

{ Inge L Ti he langustze 15 plaig, manlyy and teryperate n and the Narrative, unlike the , 
generality of Publications feſpecting the late events in France, is not wi 9 
declamatlon. Altogether, therefore, it Qrikes an trrefiffible Md deadly hi 74 
e of thoſe who were the cauſe of ſuch "og ; naeh ther 


_ de Many important fuchs ure related In ibis Narrative, 6d much Jight I 
wmv on the charafters of individuals, whoſe ation and whoſe ert Müve ex- 

13 Ita tHe 'cridbty of the ple: The fate and fufferiogs of theſe unfortunate 6. . 
a ; viduals, are hoxe-relateg in warm and grateful terms, by the writer of thigerfori; * 
— ance; "which is one of thoſe documents, that will be reſorted. to by. the fugure 
1 Hiforian, There js, indeed, an unadorned Plainneſs and Gmplicity. thiGughout, 

| which exdhtes confidence and jalibe belief.” Ir Cri n 
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